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THE DESIGN OF THE SOUTH BANK THEATRE has received 
the approval of the Royal Fine Art Commission. 


“ THE FUTILITY of waiting for ideas from the Continent 
and from the United States of America, from Kam- 
schatka or from the Argentine”’ is stressed by Professor 
Richardson in an article in which he calls on architec- 
tural schools to seek an ideal which should be national. 
“There must,”’ he says, “‘ be a renaissance of the basic 
principles of architecture if cultured taste is to survive 
at all.” 


SOME COMMENTS upon architectural criticism, particularly 
relating to criticism of buildings erected with public 
money, are given in an article by Mr. Norman Greig, 
barrister-at-law. 


PLANS for the restoration of Stone Buildings, Lincoln’s 
Inn, are now in hand. The scheme of reconstruction 
isnow published. 


A LETTER has been sent by the Secretary of the R.I.B.A. 
to the town clerk, Bermondsey, protesting against the 
issue Of a report by the Finance Committee of the 
Council in which (as reported in our last issue) private 
architects were stated to be recruiting staff from local 
authorities by offering higher salaries, ‘* the extra cost 
falling not upon the private architect who engages them 
but upon the client or local authority employing the 
private architect.” 


AN EcoNoMIC CO-OPERATION ADMINISTRATION STUDY 
taises the question whether ** even the minimum amount 
of housing to satisfy imperative public demands” is 
being planned by countries participating in the Marshall 
Plan. E.C.A. may recommend that participants review 
their housing requirements with a view to (a) develop- 
ing a clearly defined programme for the current year, 
and (6) a long-term programme. Shortages of timber 
are recognised as a limiting factor and measures for 
resolving the shortages are suggested. 


THE ORGANISATION OF BUILDING FIRMS to best advan- 
tage is an essential if the builder—as the chief organ- 
iser of the building process—is to play his full part in the 
reduction of building costs. The first of a series of 
articles describing builders’ businesses appears on page 


BUILDERS’ FULL SUPPORT for “‘ Operation Recovery ” 
was pledged by the President of the National Federation 
in his address to the half-yearly meeting at Brighton. 
The news that an interview is to be sought with Mr. 
Bevan to ask him to relax the 1: 4 ratio is given in the 
interim report. 


A CALL TO BUILDING WORKERS to do all possible to 
develop the demand for public ownership of the build- 
ing industry, especially through fostering the develop- 
ment of direct labour schemes, is made by Mr. Harry 
Adams in his presidential address to the A.U.B.T.W. 
Conference—to be held in Bridlington next week. Mr. 
Adams also feels the need for a clearer definition of the 
operatives’ attitude to incentives. 
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A CALL TO ACTION 


IR STAFFORD CRIPPS’S sober and reasoned state 

ment of last week, by the very reason of its quiet 
delivery, robbed the present critical economic situation of its 
sense of drama, but no declamatory rhetoric was needed 
to make its urgency uncomfortably clear. The plain facts 
are that our resources of gold and dollars are fast running 
out, in spite of Marshall aid, and that the Government 
must look to yet another revision of import programmes in 
order to reduce dollar purchases, in which timber and 
building plant may well figure. 


Whatever economies may be made, it should be realised 
that these will produce no lasting cure, as the Chancellor 
himself made amply clear. ‘“‘ We must get our export 
prices down to a point which enables us to improve our 
position in the export markets, and the rather easy methods 
resulting from the unlimited demand of the last ten years 
must go.... While we have no desire to see wages cut, 
we must and can cut down costs, and this we can do if we 
increase our efficiency of production.”’ Sir Stafford was 
speaking of the export industries, but every word is applic- 
able to the building industry whose products in the form of 
buildings are the first charge on all industry. This need 
to increase production and to cut costs is one which the 
building industry must make its own particular responsi- 
bility. It is customary to lay a large measure of responsi- 
bility for poor output cn the operatives and, indeed, the 
figures given for housing by Mr. Howitt in his paper printed 
in our columns last week show that the same labour force 
to-day produces approximately only half the number of 
houses that it did in 1938. We hope that this question may 
be boldly tackled at next week’s delegate meeting of the 
Amalgamated Union of Building Trades Workers at 
Bridlington, and that if plain words are needed they will be 
forthcoming. 


The responsibility for reducing the cost of building cannot 
be laid only on the operative. Other sections of the industry 
have parts to play, among them the architects, by seeing 
that their plans, once approved, are not altered ; the clerks of 
works and foremen on the site, by making full use of modern 
site organisation and management methods; materials and 
plant manufacturers by seeing that production costs and 
prices are kept to as low a figure as is consistent with good 
quality; and finally by the builders, whose responsibility 
in the effort to cut costs, as the organisers of the building 
process, is very great. It is the long standing custom of 
our age to look for an umbrella—to seek an alibi, in modern 
parlance—under which one may retreat when the rains of 
criticism fall. We are aware of this, and shall have some- . 
thing to add later on one particular matter which gives rise 
to frustration and to restriction of effort. No amount of 
frustration should, however, deter builders, large and small, 
from a perpetual process of overhaul of their organisations 
to see where efficiency can be improved. It is now their 
plain duty, and it may at no very distant date become vital 
to their existence, so to do. 


We hope they may get some help from a series of articles— 
contributed anonymously by leading builders—on the 
organisation of their firms. The first article appears in this 
issue. 


In this race to cut building costs—and a race it is if we 
are to survive economically, if even our present standards 
of living and social services are not to be cut—the Govern- 
















ment can and must play its part. Much can be done by 
taking off controls (and it is significant that the London 
County Council, in its statement of evidence to the Working 
Party on the Building Industry, favours the freeing of all 
building materials if building programmes are controlled). 
There can now, however, be no doubt that the best way to 
secure a drop in costs and a heightening of production level 
is to introduce more free competition into building. The 
obvious place to introduce this is in housing (with proper 
safeguards as to construction and design), and we should 
at the same time be taking an active step towards lightening 
the crippling burden of rates and taxation by way of sub- 
sidies which are now reflected in export prices. We have 
already alluded to the need—now that we are in sight of a 
million homes since the war—for giving a fair deal to that 
large section of the community which is willing and able 
to purchase its own homes. Mr. Bevan’s fight for the 


lowest-paid worker has, we believe, earned the respect of 


many of a different political colour. But fairness is not 
a sectional virtue and that the time has now come for a 
change of policy is dictated not only by the cails of justice 
but as a vital step towards our national economic survival. 


LONDON TRANSPORT 


yy our last issue we published a summary of the Working 

Party report on the development of London’s railway 
system which covers undertakings recommended for the 
immediate future and for subsequent expansions over a 
period of from 20 to 30 years. The works described as of 
“* First Priority ’’ involve 494 miles of tube lines estimated 
to cost £114,000,000 together with electrification schemes 
which might add a further £100,000,000. 


The main ‘difficulty in the co-ordination of London 
transport is the difference between the form of rolling stock 
as provided in the present tubes and that of the more 
traditional type found suitable for suburban lines ; the higher 
floor level of the latter involves different platforms at the 
stations so that for this and other reasons it has been found 
impracticable to unify the suburban routes and the tubes. 
Experimental rolling stock has been designed by London 
Transport for the Aylesbury line on a compromise basis, 
but this is not thought to be quite satisfactory. 


The First Priority group of lines includes four of major 
importance entitled A and B (which would demand the 
larger scale tunnels to take normal rolling stock) while 
C and D might be of the lesser tube type. Line A would 
have the most important influence on the aspect of London 
as it is planned to eliminate the bridge at Blackfriars and 
the long viaduct approach from the south as well as that 
crossing Queen Victoria-street and Ludgate Hill to the 
north. The new tunnels would start from Loughborough 
Junction, and on reaching Euston would divide into branches 
running to Finchley-road and to Finsbury Park. This 
would afford an important link between the north and 
south. As the present route is much used for goods and 
the changes do not provide for this, the supplementary 
tunnel B under the Thames below Greenwich is planned 
as a relief, but it is doubtful if this can be regarded as the 
best solution involving, as it does, a number of complex 
crossings and junctions on both sides of the river; the 
alternative of a tunnel from South London to Farringdon- 
street is hinted at in the report. 


Route C from Finsbury Park to East Croydon via King’s 
Cross, Euston, Oxford-circus, Victoria and Brixton would 
be a most valuable one, the central section giving great 
relief to the road traffic. This portion between King’s Cross 
and Victoria deserves to be regarded as the first thing to 
be put in hand. The urgency of route D is much less 
obvious ; it runs from Victoria to Liverpool-street along the 
Strand and’passes close to the south side of St. Paul’s. 


The Report does not support the removal of Cannon- 
street and Charing Cross stations, with their river bridges, 
in the near future, regarding the additional works that this 
course would demand as economically out of the question, 
though the statement that the two must be inseparable 
seems open to doubt; the removal of Charing Cross 
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could be more easily provided for than that of Cannon. 
street and would have a greater amenity value. 


The statistical information in the Report is not in a form 
that enables an analysis to be made of the various outer 
extensions proposed; a fair effort seems to have been made 
to improve the facilities for travel in most of the outer 
areas, with the exception of one. Almost the whole of the 
S.W. area served by Waterloo, including West Surrey and 
South Middlesex, has been left alone, and apart from Raynes 
Park, all residents in this area continue to arrive at the 
not very convenient terminus of Waterloo. When the 
Southern lines were amalgamated it seems curious that no 
effort was made to vary the rigid allocation of the seven 
terminal stations to ‘the areas they originally served, when 
with a few minor links and adjustments the residents in 
the southern counties could have been offered a choice 
of the part of London to which they could travel. 

On the nationalisation of the railways it must have 
occurred to many that their co-ordination should be 
initiated, but perhaps, in view of the many complexities 
of such an undertaking, it is too much to expect that these 
additional ones should be included at an early stage. It 
may be well that such a programme should start at London. 
It would be wise, however, not to regard the present report, 
the third one devoted to the solution of the problem, as 
the final word on what should be done and in what stages 
the work will be practicable both technically and econ- 
omically. 

We should like to see all the aspects of this question, 
as raised in this and the preceding reports, dealt with by the 
best engineering brains in the country, in conjunction with 
town planning and statistical experts; this matter is of such 
importance that nothing less than this should satisfy the 
responsible authorities. 





AN ELIZABETHAN HOUSE, NAYLAND, SUFFOLK. 
(From a photograph by J. B. Perks.) 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Design for Gaiety. 
MPHE idea of resurrecting the memory of 
Vauxhall Gardens in the form of a 
modern counterpart in Battersea Park 
for the 1951 Festival of Britain is yet 
another indication that the traditional 
British reserve in matters of * bohemian ” 
entertainment is gradually being put to 
flight. True, Vauxhall Gardens has 
existed before, but in its time it had few 
opponents in the field of entertainment. 

Great cinema combines ‘had not then 
come upon the scene, the theatre had not 
developed to what it is to-day. In 
fact. the venture was a natural outcome 
of the people’s desire for mass gaiety. 
Does such a desire exist to-day? Not in 
the same ingenuous manner as a century 
and a half ago, for synthetic sophistica- 
tion had not then entered in. Neverthe- 
less, the craving for the colourful scene 
is inherent in man and if the new scheme 
is handled with imagination, it should 
meet with success. Comparison with the 
Tivoli at Copenhagen is_ obviously 
natural, for this famous open air enter- 
tainment centre is world famous. Its 
inestimable advantage is that it has 
existed for over a century, thus showing 
that the Danish people wholeheartedly 
approve of the idea. English people are, 
generally speaking, rather more intro- 
vert in their pleasures. Hampstead 
Fair could be cited as the opposite view- 
point, but its popularity lies in its occa- 
sional happening. 

Mr. Barry’s statement that possibly 
£100,000 may be lost on the Festival 
hardly sounds optimistic, but it does 
prove that the organisers have a substan- 
tial “ kitty.” There is, of course, the possi- 
bility that the whole affair will turn out 
a roaring success—and how will Mr. 
Barry feel then? 


The Modern Theatre. 


MODERN THEATRE DESIGN is a com- 
paratively specialised branch of archi- 
tecture which has, in the recent past, had 
little opportunity of showing its paces. 
Before the war we were given some 
interesting and often rather beautiful 
examples of cinema design, but only in 
a few instances have the English theatre 
designers produced work which can be 
compared with that of America or the 
Continent. Elisabeth Scott’s Shakes- 
peare Memorial Theatre at Stratford-on- 
Avon came as a shock to many people, 
and even to-day, almost twenty years 
after the event, its rather uncompromising 
form has many critics. To be fair, an 
isolated theatre block is an extraordinarily 
difficult subject to design successfully; 
very few projects of this sort are to be 
seen in England, as most of our successful 
playhouses are located in built-up areas. 

It was, therefore, interesting (writes a 
correspondent) to see the small exhibition 
of theatre models on show at the Build- 
ing Centre in Conduit-street. The models, 
the work of fourth-year students at the 
Architectural Association, were for the 
most part designs for a theatre on the 
South Bank of the Thames. Here was 
an isolated site indeed, and the work 
shown appeared to exhibit many good 
points, including logical massing and good 
use of the site, even though they were 
Open to criticism on the score of stark- 
Ness. Perhaps it is useless to expect 
a subject that is so steeped in tradition 
to show all the points which so many 
theatre-goers over the age of, say, forty, 
have come to love—the over-decorated 
ceiling, the red plush and the frequently 
magnificently sculptured _ proscenium- 
arch, but this sort of thing goes with the 


THE BUILDER 


past, and in the case of so many Victorian 
London theatres, with extreme dis- 
comfort: An essential of the modern 
theatre is comfort in all seats; decoration 
is obviously a matter of taste, but comfort 
is.a matter of necessity if the playing is 
to be enjoyed. The A.A. Schools, in this 
little exhibition, have shown that theatre 
design is very much alive to-day. 

Art from Vienna and Munich. 

ALL architects interested in the art of 
Vienna and Munich should make a point 
of visiting the Tate and National Gal- 
leries, where some very fine examples of 
pictures from the art galleries of these two 
countries are on show. 

The Giotto’s at the National Gallery 
are worth a visit for themselves alone, and 
Rubens, one of the most exuberant of 
painters, is well represented in both col- 
lections. Here indeed is a chance for 
all who have not been lucky enough to 
visit Vienna or Munich in the past to 
see some of the art glories of these cities. 
Design of South Bank Hall Approved. 

THE General Purposes Committee of 
the L.C.C. reported on Tuesday that the 
Royal Fine Art Commission has ap- 
proved in principle the design of the 
South Bank Concert Hall, and has ex- 
pressed the hope that the erection of the 
building will proceed. 

L.C.C.’s Evidence to Working Party. 

THE agenda for last Tuesday’s meeting 
of the London County Council contains 
the written evidence which the General 
Purposes Committee proposes to submit 
to the Working Party for the Building 
Industry. Factual evidence has already 
been submitted. Briefly, the Committee 
favours more effective co-ordination of 
dimensions through the British Stan- 
dards Institution, the freeing of all build- 
ing materials if building programmes 
are controlled, and the devising by large 
public enterprises of their own methods 
of prefabrication. The problem of 
lower output on the Council’s housing 
work in the post-war years is examined. 


Hemel Hempstead New Town. 

Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, F.R.I°B.A., writes:— 

THE outline preliminary plan for 
Hemel Hempstead was adjusted and 
agreed in principle between the Board of 
the Hemel Hempstead Development Cor- 
poration and their Consultant, Mr. G. A. 
Jellicoe, during 1948. In order to avoid 
duplication or conflict of authority that 
might have thereafter ensued, the consul- 
tant then concluded his appointment. 
An International Students’ Competition. 

DETAILS were received this week of an 
architectural competition organised by the 
International Union of Students and the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth 
(from Budapest) for an extension to the 
Trebotor (tuberculosis) Sanatorium, near 
Prague. Architectural students are asked 
to design a model project for a student 
sanatorium of 300 beds. The winner will 
be awarded a medal and certificate of 
the ILU.S. The jury is not named. 
Entries are to be received in Prague 
not later than August 1 next! To issue 
details for a competition which closes 
within three weeks of the issue of par- 
ticulars seems to have little point. 


CIAM Summer School. 

PLANS for the International Summer 
School of Architecture which is being 
held by the MARS (Modern Architectu- 
ral Research) Group on behalf of CIAM 
(Les Congres Internationaux d’Architec- 
ture Moderne) are well advanced, we are 
informed. Architects of some dozen 
nationalities have been enrolled as stu- 
dents. Some of them will be coming 
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from countries where currency restric- 
tions prevent them taking money with 
them, others are permitted to bring a 
small sum and still others, who may not 
be restricted by their governments, have 
limited means. 

The MARS Group wishes to help all 
those who urgently need help by finding 
free lodging for them with English fami- 
lies, and therefore appeals to all people 
interested in architecture, whether archi- 
tects or laymen, to offer ‘what hospitality 
they can to the students coming from 
abroad to the Summer School. 

The School opens on August 8, and 
will last four weeks. The address of 
the hon. secretary of the MARS Group 
is 34, Gordon-square, W.C.1. 


The Georgian Group. 

AT the time of publishing its report for 
1948 the Georgian Group finds itself in 
the rather odd position that although the 
increase in membership is disappointingly 
slow, the days are gone when its pro- 
nouncements upon particular buildings 
went unattended. 

“ The attention they are now given is 
sometimes a source of embarrassment,” 
states the Report, “ and the Group is sub- 
jected to attack from either flank. By 
the enthusiasts we are accused of exces- 
sive moderation and of showing too little 
zeal for the safety of buildings which 
fail to be quite of the first class: by the 
philistines we are accused of a lack of 
moderation and of showing too much 
zeal for buildings which are admittedly 
not quite of the first class. ‘This is per- 
haps inevitable; and it is, and must be. 
the purpose of the Group to pursue its 
objects undeterred by criticism from one 
side or the other. Our failure sufficiently 
to support a local group which is much 
concerned about the fate of a building 
for which it feels great affection may 
seem. to such groups to be disappointing 
and reprehensible; but indiscriminately to 
support such groups would only serve to 
compromise the Group generally and to 
undermine our influence. Even as it is, 
there are cases where our intervention is 
considered by the authorities to be un- 
called for—partly perhaps because it is 
unwelcome, though it is not on that 
account necessarily ineffective.” 

Work of the Group during 1948 pro- 
ceeded apace but the urgent need is 
for a larger membership. The report 
adds: “By exercising a strict economy 
in expenditure and by curtailing activi- 
ties in certain directions expenditure was 
kept down to the measure of the income 
available, and the accounts show a 
modest surplus of £8. But it would have 
been better if the Group were to be re- 
leased from its financial strait-jacket and 
the accounts had balanced at a higher 
figure.” 

Furniture Design Conference. 

DESIGNERS, manufacturers, retailers, 
scientists and technicians from all parts 
of the country will be attending the con- 
ference on furniture design organised by 
the Council of Industrial Design from 
July 18-22 at the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, 66, Portland-place, 
London, W.1. Some pieces of furniture 
will be on show, including several of the 
winning designs in the recent competition 
organised by the Scottish Committee of 
the Council of Industrial Design. 


Ne Comment ! 

MAENTWROG Power Station. for in- 
stance, harmonises well with its setting, 
and is particularly unobtrusive. Both 
this and the original Cwm Wry/ls sta- 
tions are not unlike a C.M. Chapel, and 
are a credit to the architects.—-(Letter in 
Liverpool Daily Post.) 
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Professional Announcements. 


Messrs, CHARLES CouRTIER AND Co., consulting 
surveyors, have now removed to offices at 4, 
gazerecrescent, London, W.3. Tel.: Acorn 


Mr. J. Te.rorp Hart, A.R.I.C.S., of Carlisle, 
has now taken over additional office premises 
at 31, The Side, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


Technical College, South Shields. 

_ SOUTH SHIELDS Education Committee 
is to arrange an architectural competi- 
tion in connection with the design of a 
Proposed new technical college to 
accommodate 900 students. 


Design for Strip Carpet. 

PARTICULARS and conditions of the 
LA.A.S. open competition for designs 
for strip carpet are now available a 
from the General Secretary, I.A.A\S., 
75, Eaton-place, Belgrave-square, S.W.1, 
to whom designs should be sent by 
October 31 next. Designs suitable for 
(a) hotels, (b) cinemas and theatres, and 
(c) ships, are called for. Total prize- 
money is 300 guineas. 


COMING EVENTS 
Monday, July 18. 

COUNCIL OF INDUSTRIAL DeEsIGN.—A con- 
ference on furniture design. R.I.B.A., 66, 
Portland-place, W.1. Continuing until Juiy 22. 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS.— 
General meeting of the London branch of the 
Junior Organisation. 98, Gloucester-place, 
W.1. 6.30 p.m. 


Tuesday, July 19. 

FEDERATION OF CLINKER BLOCK MANU- 
FACTURERS.—A.G.M. and an address by Mr. 
C. B. Phillips, Director of Building Materials, 
Ministry of Works. St. Bride’s Institute, 
Fleet-street, E.C.4. 2.30 p.m. 


Thursday, July 21. 

LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION.— 
Half-yearly meeting. 47, Bedford-square. 
2.15 p.m. 

Friday, July 22. 

HousinG CENTRE Trust.—Conference on 
rent control and the condition of houses. 
Central Hall, Westminster. 10.30 a.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1849 
Saturday, July 14, 1849. 


THE PARKS AND PERIPATETICS.—To men 
of business who cannot quit London and 
its immediate precincts—and one million, 
at least, of the population are in this pre- 
dicament—open and elevated spaces are 
of inestimable value; the Government of 
the country is fully alive to this fact, as 
is attested by those parties, of all shades 
of politics, who have been in office dur- 
ing the three last reigns—but particularly 
that of our present gracious sovereign. 
By them Victoria Park has been bought, 
enclosed, planted and embellished; Bat- 
tersea-fields have also been ar propriated, 
if throwing 300 acres into wilderness be 
an appropriation, and Primrose-hill has 
been encircled with a fence and dedicated 
to public recreations. , 

These preliminary measures bode well 
for the people, and discover a forethought 
for the requirements of this leviathan 
metropolis which, notwithstanding the 
emigration from other parts of the king- 
dom, is increasing in a ratio that makes 
one tremble for our atmosphere of fog 
and smoke, so ungenial for at least veget- 
able life. These open spaces are the 
sanitoria of the tradesman, the mechanic, 
and the artisan; they conduce to the 
health, the enjoyment and the morality 
of the people and are now become so 
essential to their greatly improved habi- 
tudes, that every item which relates to 
the plantation and ornament of those 
liberties is of paramount importance. 
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THE LATE W. R. LETHABY 
AND WESTMINSTER 
PAINTINGS 
A Note on the Hertz Trust Lecture 


By J. G. NOPPEN 


HE Henriette Hertz Trust lecture on 
Aspects of Art was read to the 
British Academy on June 29, by Mr. 
Francis Wormald, of the British Museum, 
who took as his subject the medieval 
paintings preserved in Westminster 
Abbey. He gave a brief account of the 
development of painting from the tenth 
century, showing some interesting slides 
of miniatures contained in the Winchester 
Bible, the Westminster Psalter and other 
works. But the most controversial sec- 
tion of his lecture was that touching the 
thirteenth-century retable. It is, as he 
pointed out, hard to say anything new 
about an object that has been dealt with 
by such authorities as the late W. R. 
Lethaby and M. R. James. Nevertheless, 
he thought that certain points called for 
further discussion. 


Problems of the Retable. 

Lethaby gave the Hertz lecture on 
June 15, 1927, on the same subject, and 
stated his final conclusions about the 
retable. He believed “that the date must 
have been about 1250 to 1270, and as 
the church rebuilt by Henry III was con- 
secrated in 1269, it is most probable that 
it was in its place on the high altar b 
that time.” Of provenance, he said, 
“Reconsidering the question of the 
origin of the retable, and trying to weigh 
the sum of many forms of evidence, I 
am more strongly than ever of the 
opinion that it is a French work in what 
may be called the Sainte Chapelle style.” 
Mr. Wormald did not quote that lecture; 
but referred to the Psalter of St. Louis, 
a book which, among much else, Lethaby 
had considered in his comprehensive 
study of the retable, published in 1916.’ 
It did not impress Mr. Wormald as 
evidence of a French origin. He was also 
doubtful about the imitation jewels and 
enamels of the retable, and could not 
reconcile them with royal extravagance. 
He is by no means the first to be thus 
worried; but Lethaby had explained the 
matter. In 1927, Lethaby said, “ The 
whole (retable) closely resembled the 
enamelled gold work of precious relic 
shrines, so much so indeed, that it is 
clear that the resemblance was intended. 
However, this imitation was by way of 
admiration and relationship, not of de- 
ception.” , : 

r. Wormald gave too little weight 
to the exhaustive arguments with which 
Lethaby supported his opinions; but was 
unable to produce anything very striking 
in support of his own. He compared 
details in the retable with a few English 
books not previously cited and with 
Douce 180, an Apocalypse at the Bod- 
leian, which Dr. James thought English 
and c. 1270. 


The Transept Paintings. 

Leaving the retable for a time, Mr. 
Wormald turned to the two wall-paint- 
ings recently uncovered in adjoining 
arches of the ground-arcade on the 
south wall of the transept. They depict 
the Incredulity of St. Thomas, and St. 
Christopher carrying the Child-Christ. 
The chief figures are about nine feet 
tall, and they are masterly works, In 
an article in the Burlington Magazine,’ 
Professor Tristram tentatively attributed 
them to Master Walter, a painter who 


(*) Burlington Magazine, December, 1916. 
(?) Coronation Number, 1937. 
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worked for both Henry III and Edward I, 
and dated them c. 1300. Mr. Wormald 
agreed about the author, but seemed to 
favour an earlier date. He also discussed 
the painting of St. Faith; but was a little 
wrong in saying that Lethaby had dated 
it 1275. Lethaby said, “The painting 
seems to date from about 1260 or 1270, 
and it may very well have been done 
just before the church was consecrated 
in 1269.” Lethaby thought that a painted 
crowned head at Windsor ‘“ resembles 
the head of St. Faith in its intent 
frontal gaze and the crown,” and sug- 
gested that both were by Master William, 
who was long a favourite painter of the 
King. With this Mr. Wormald did not 
agree. He showed a picture from a 
manuscript that strongly reminded one of 
St. Faith; but that is not proof that 
Lethaby was wrong. More evidence is 
needed. 

Master Peter de Hispannia. 

Master Peter painted two “tables” 
for the Lady Chapel; but Mr. Wormald 
was unwilling to allow the retable to be 
one of them. It may be mentioned that 
Peter was paid for them, not in 1272, as 
Mr. Wormald said, but in 1258. 1272 is 
the year of the Pipe roll in which there 
is an account that includes the item. 

On such affairs as the retable, Lethaby 
was an authority the equal of whom 
cannot be named; and, on comparative 
grounds, it is unwise to set his verdict 
aside, unless an equally strong case can 
be stated against it. 

The retable, to Lethaby, was an object 
that stood alone: “the finest painting 
of the thirteenth century which exists— 
a work of supreme excellence in design, 
the craftsmanship of which seems to 
surpass the powers of man.” And he 
missed nothing in his study of it. Even 
Mr. Wormald’s suggestion that the Virgin 
Mary and St. John, in the centre panel, 
carry palms of Victory, should have been 
acknowledged to Lethaby, who made it 
in 1916. 

With regard to Master Walter, it was 
said in 1926, by an enthusiastic Anglo- 
phile, that the retable “came after the 
time of Henry III” and that “ one school 
at Westminster may have produced the 
artists of the picture of St. Faith, the 
Douce manuscript, the retable, the 
decoration of the presbytery tombs, the 
painting on the base of the tomb of 
Eleanor and the pictures on the Sedilia. 
The retable may represent the school at 
its zenith, and Master Walter must have 
been a prominent disciple.” If the 
transept figures were added to the above 
list, and Master Walter’s title streng- 
thened, we should have, as nearly as it 
can be stated, the conclusion of Mr. 
Wormald. He feels that Walter was a 
great and experienced master who should 
have the chief credit for the excellence 
of Westminster painting; but he does not 
press Walter’s claim to the retable very 
strongly. 

In 1927 Lethaby brought knowledge 
accumulated during 50 years’ study of 
such objects, and of works of every kind 
of art, to bear upon the problem. His 
penetrating vision and brilliant mind 
enabled him to see and to show to the 
rest of us very much that had not re- 
vealed itself to the most eminent students 
of previous generations. Twenty years 
earlier, he had published “ Medieval 
Art,” which Sir Eric Maclagan has 
described as “one of the most remarkable 
books in the English language.” The 
retable has no-_ medieval history. 
Provenance and date could only be 
assigned to it on comparative grounds, 
and Lethaby has accomplished all that 
is possible in that way. No other could 
have done as much. 
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RESTORATION WORK AT CAMBRIDGE 


Work of the University Estate Management 
Department on Exhibition 


Reviewed by W. O. CHURCHILL, A.R.I.B.A. 


HE wide range of activities covered 
by the Estate Management De- 


partment of the University of Cam- 


bridge includes, among many other 
commitments, the administration of the 
house and lands of Madingley Hall, 


which stands about three miles outside 
the town. The dignified and historic 
brick and stone hall and its graceful out- 
buildings are to be converted into a 
University hostel for undergraduates, 
with combination rooms, library, dining 
hall, etc., and private accommodation 
for the warden, students and staff. The 
work of conversion, restoration of any 
defective stonework and timber—some 
of the roof timbers are already under 
treatment and observation—administra- 
tion of the Hall, farms, farmland, trees, 
including the recent planting of a tree 
nursery in the grounds; all these opera- 
tions and many more are taken in the 
stride of the Department. 


Threefold Responsibility. 

The exhibition which Mr. Noel Dean 
has just mounted in the Hall was de- 
signed, however, to illustrate the full 
scale of his department’s work. Prac- 
tical estate management is only one side 
of it. ‘His technical staff, responsible for 
the complex details of the profession, are 
also occupied with preparing about 150 
students for a University degree and 
with research into the ever increasing 





Fig. 1.—Before restoration, 


ramification of land problems, legisla- 
tion, technical reports and _ specialised 
developments in all branches of their 
work. 

The syllabus of studies and the 
methods of training as well as the nor- 
mal work involved in administering 
University and College property, both 
in and out of Cambridge, were shown 
clearly and simply by photographs, dia- 


grams, specimens, equipment and 
models. Mr. W. L. Waide, the Cam- 
bridgeshire County Planning Officer, 


kindly lent several interesting models to 
demonstrate the care with which the 
siting of any new important building is 
considered in relation to. the existing 
buildings and amenities of the Univer- 
sity town. Other exhibits were also 
lent to illustrate the teaching of town 
and country planning, surveying, aerial 
photography, and other subjects. 

There were numerous examples of 
work carried out on Cambridge 
colleges, to which the students have 
access. Figures 1 and 2 show typical 
work in connection with “the restoration 
of decayed stonework on King’s College 
Chapel. Figure 3 shows the type of 
destruction by death watch beetle met 
with in a beam and rafters—in rooms 
also in King’s College. The size of job 
which the Department may be called 
upon to undertake is seen in Figure 4. 
In this particular case no pains were 


67 


spared to discover the source from 
which the original bricks had come four 
hundred years ago and to match those 
of the existing First Gate of St. John’s 
College. 

While estate management degrees were 
formerly open to undergraduates through 
the School of Agriculture, the Senate 
provided the Estate Management De- 
partment with an immense opportunity 
by recognising that its widening field 
made ‘it too important to remain as. only 
a branch of that Faculty. With the recent 
introduction to the Department of two 
degree courses, rural and urban, its 
educational responsibilities grew along- 
side its other commitments. A further 
object of the exhibition was to show 
the interrelation of practice and re- 
search with teaching. That object was 
clearly achieved. 


Practical Experience for Students. 


As the teaching staff is made up of 
professional men engaged in the routine 
work of estate management and in the 
constant research demanded by present- 
day developments, they are well quali- 
fied to give the sound technical instruc- 
tion needed to-day by members of this 
profession. 

Apart from the opportunities open to 
the students of seeing practical problems 
of restoration and administration dealt 
with through all the stages, it was shown 
how they receive practical field instruc- 
tion both on the Madingley Hall Estate 
and on the University Farm, just outside 
Cambridge, which is directed by the 
Faculty of Agriculture. Here they see ex- 
periments in crop and animal husbandry, 
learn about voils, cultivation, drainage, 
farm accountancy and ancillary subjects 
on the ground. 





Fig. 2.—After restoration, 
STONEWORK ON KING’S COLLEGE CHAPEL, CAMBRIDGE 
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Fig. 3.—Floor timbers attacked by death watch beetle. 
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An example of the type of restoration which he 


Estate Management Department is frequently called upon to undertake, 


Practical problems of restoring and 
modernising old buildings in  college- 
owned property outside the town and ad- 
ministered by the department are con- 
stantly available for the instruction of 
the students. 


The University Training. 

This outline of the task and of the way 
in which it is handled leads naturally to 
another question: the type of man needed 
by the profession. He should have a 
broad outlook and at the same time be 
able to grasp the many sides of a call- 
ing, fascinating in itself, helpful to the 
economic recovery of the country and 
therefore extremely gratifying to the in- 
dividual. 

Moreover, there is no doubt of the 
ways in which he can benefit from the 
University system in gaining the back- 
ground needed for the estate manager of 
to-morrow. He becomes a member of 
a college with a great tradition. He 
associates with some of the best brains in 
the country and profits by the stimulus 
of intelligent fellow students, no matter 
what their subject may be. He _ has 
access to the University Library, one of 
the finest in the world. He makes per- 
sonal contact with his teachers under the 
supervision system and has the chance of 
enjoying the fruits of unbiased research 
in every branch of his subject. 

The three-year course is open generally 
to anyone who has passed School Certifi- 
cate. The B.A. degree and Certificate of 
Proficiency awarded to successful candi- 
dates in the Tripos give exemption from 
the qualifying examinations of the lead- 
ing. professional associations and are a 
passport to all the branches of the pro- 
fession. With the necessary qualifica- 
tions, the student may further take a 
post- graduate diploma, should he wish to 
specialise in farm buildings and estate 
improvement, forestry, valuation of land 
and buildings, etc. The usual educational 
allowances are, of course, applicable to 
ex-Servicemen and in addition scholar- 
ships are offered by the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors and by many 
county educational authorities. 

The private estate owners managing 
their own properties are, unfortunately, 
growing fewer in number. However, the 
range of careers open to students of 
are the land agents proper and then all 
estate management is large. First there 
the public service appointments. 


The Future of the Department. 


Through the vision and enterprise of 
the head of the department and _ the 
energy of his staff, a firm foundation has 
been laid with only limited financial re- 
sources. In order to further the policies 
established for a thorough technical 
training based on a broad understanding 
of all the implications of an expanding 
profession, a committee representing the 
various landed interests and the leading 
professional bodies has been formed. 
Its aims are to publish the facts and the 
policy to all interested parties and to 
appeal for support of a proposed de- 
velopment fund. 


Several Government departments, the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 
the Land Agents’ Society and the Char- 
tered Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ 
Institute have given their recognition of 
the value of the principles laid down. If 
this important work is to be carried on 
from the firm foundations which have 
been so successfully laid, it is to be hoped 
that this opportunity for professional 
self-help and national benefit will not be 
allowed to vanish. 
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ARCHITECTURAL 
EDUCATION 


‘** Something is Rotten in the State 
of Denmark” 


By Professor A. E. RICHARDSON, R.A. 


‘HE finest remedy for over-confi- 
dence is to meditate on the un- 
certainty of life. When we reflect that 
the world existed before we were born 
and will go on when we have ceased to 
be, we begin to appreciate what 
humility means. 

Some architects regret that they were 
not alive in the fourteenth century; 
others would have preferred the period 
of the Gothic Revival; younger folk 
look forward with anticipation to wel- 
coming the year A.D. 2,000, forgetting 
that they will be pensioners when that 
era arrives. Humanity thrives by vir- 
tue of experience and profits by. the 
contributions of other times. In self- 
defence each generation must add 
something to what exists, modifying 
all that the past offers, but wisely re- 
specting all that is gracious in this 
breathing world. There was a time 
when the finest works of man were 
esteemed as exemplars; now they are 
voted uninteresting. Yet it is a fact 
that curiosity about the past led 
to the Renaissance and the evolution 
of the modern arts and sciences. The 
incentive was to advance, but the 
motivating force was to overcome the 
sting of death. From well-authenti- 
cated records we know a little of the 
pageant of human life from early 
times; sufficient perhaps to avoid 
egregious mistakes. But who can say 
with honesty that he or she desires 
to anticipate the future? The truth 
is we would like to absorb the learn- 
ing of the past and yet be sufficiently 
up-to-date to prolong our individual 
lives indefinitely; what everyone dreads 
is being out-moded. The sphinx 
answer to this is: “ you will be served 
in turn.” 

The desire to live a useful and in- 
teresting life is something more than 
an abstract principle; it is shared by 








Fig. 4.—The gate of St. John’s College, Cambridge, under repair, 


. 


e An example of the size and importance 
of the work of which the Estate: Management Department is capable. 
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all. To attain this result politicians 
promise more than they can perform; 
planners indulge in statistics which 
have no stability; nations covet world 
markets; and eventually there are wars. 
During the past half-century we have 
experienced almost continual war- 
fare or preparation for conflict. It 
is a condition of affairs which has 
affected the whole world. We have 
the melancholy appearance of ruined 
cities which is repellent to the under- 
standing; there is the factor of squalid 
untidiness which speaks of decline. 
What is even more surprising is the 
apathy of the citizens to all questions 
of civic well-being. Yet the standards 
of living have been raised artificially, 
and there is no turning back finan- 
cially. 


In the sphere of architecture a fac- 
tory style has been formulated which 
is giving a horizontal impress to every 
type of building. Character for speci- 
fic buildings is unknown, but this diffi- 
culty is often overcome by labelling 
as required. Itis clear that the highly 
concentrated state of society to-day is 
not sympathetic to the fine arts, neither 
can a society which is tired inspire 
fresh spirit in those who follow the 
skilled trades. Reference to the 
masterpieces of building, of sculpture 
and of painting proves all such to have 
been in harmony with the periods 
which called each specific art into 
being. The buildings were simple and 
comely; the materials were appro- 
priate and colourful; the detail inter- 
esting and individual. Sculpture was 
idealised, not distorted; painting. 
whether portrait or landscape, was 
such that the untutored could read the 
meaning on the canvas without printed 
explanations. A quarter of a century 
ago a Professor said in a lecture: 
“British Architecture will never be 
fine again except in isolated cases.” 
Since these words were spoken the 
factory style has become universal. 
Craftsmanship has been suppressed 
and the warnings of Professor Lethaby 
have been ignored. The vulgarity of 
countries other than England has been 
accepted as a sign of progress and 
freedom. 


It is, however, in the mass-training 
of architects that the teaching of archi- 
tecture breaks down. Far too many 
students are received in the schools, 
while the lowering of aesthetic stan- 
dards offers an index to the decline 
which is now apparent. Is it really 
fair to encourage young men and 
young women to train for a prospec- 
tive career in which they are fore- 
doomed to be helots to the State? 
Throughout the Kingdom, trained 
craftsmen are practically non-existent 
and this is one of the reasons why 
contemporary architecture is so spirit- 
ess. The suppression of the staple 
crafts, however, is not confined solely 
fo the building industry; it is also 
apparent in the architectural profes- 
sion. At one time the craftsmanship of 
the draughtsman was an inspiration to 
workmen. There is evidence of this 
in the drawings prepared by the men 
Who assisted Butterfield and Street. 

ose who recall the drawings made in 
the offices of Leonard Stokes and 
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Lutyens regret the mechanisation 
which has destroyed individual expres- 
sion on paper. Here is to be seen 
one of the causes of debasement of 
effort in the workshops—that lack of 
interest which is so conspicuous 
among the few remaining craftsmen. 
It is sad that the once noble art of 
architecture should be subjected to 
whims which are inimical to its 
health. Is this not explanatory of the 
fact that art like humanity is subject 
to .various ills, both bodlily and 
mentally? Architecture, for instance, 
can suffer from pernicious anaemia; it 
can have physical defects, distortions 
of body and complete disintegration of 
character. Clearly, there must be a 
renaissance of the basic principles of 
architecture if cultured taste is to 
survive at all. 

To achieve this end there must be 
unity of outlook, and mutual exchange 
of viewpoints, and above all the 
acceptance of an ideal which should 
be national. We have still to determine 
what the ideal should be. The futility 
of waiting for ideas from the Con- 
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tinent and from the United States of 
America, from Kamschatka or from 
the Argentine should be impressed on 
the minds of students. It is not to be 
expected that the whole adult popu- 
lation of this island will be converted 
overnight to an ideal. But what is 
extraordinary is that the encourage- 
ment of taste among the young should 
be so precarious, and that professional 
authority should sanction methods of 


‘ training which are opposed to common 


sense. 

There is one law which should 
dominate the creation of buildings and 
this is the law of Grace. To devise 
a building which is graceful is to ° 
endow it with a value beyond price. 
For architecture should be anonymous 
not personal; it should owe allegiance 
to nothing except experience. The 
finest work does not spring into being 
at the command of regulations and 
competitions; it does not emanate 
amidst the Babel talk of schools: on 
the contrary it shuns _ notoriety, 
attracting the humble and the con- 
scientious as a star inspires the devout. 





ARCHITECTURAL CRITICISM 
Is the Critic of Public Buildings Exempt from Process for Libel ? 
By NORMAN P. GREIG, B.A., Barrister-at-Law. 


T a recent general meeting of the 
: Architectural Association, the Prin- 
cipal of the A.A. Schools posed the ques- 
tion: “If a building is erected with public 
money, is criticism legally free?” which 
I take to mean: “Is the critic exempt 
from possible process for libel? ” 

It is within the knowledge of many of 
the readers of this Journal that, following 
upon a recent exhibition at the County 
Hall of examples of architecture illustra- 
ting the housing policy of the London 
County Council, that authority invited 
full and frank criticism from practising 
architects. 

This, admittedly. is a step in the right 
direction, but it suggests a much larger 
question: What is the extent of the right 
of the General Public to criticise work 
they must always live with? In other 
words, why should not that very impor- 
tant individual, the Man-in-the-Street be 
allowed freely to express, and relieve, his 
feelings on the same matter? 

It has been suggested that some archi- 
tects (and others) have been known to 
experience a sudden and strange sensation 
of nausea when passing the Albert 
Memorial: other architects (and private 
individuals) have been observed to raise 
their hats in silent tribute to a Thing of 
Beauty: still another class (in which I sup- 
pose I am included) experience no parti- 
cular emotion at all—a fact that members 
of the first class will doubfless attribute 
to Lamentable Ignorance as to What 
should be What. 

Be that as it may, I (like many other 
Men-in-the-Street) state quite frankly and 
freely that I am unable to suppress an 
involuntary shudder on passing (but not 
lingering near, if it can be avoided) cer- 
tain very modern architectural features in 
our great City of London which (possibly 
in my ignorance) I cannot regard other- 
wise than as Simply Shocking: and I shall, 
without apology, continue to assert that, 
as regards design, at least, some modern 
buildings will always be to me, and many 
others, simply shocking. But we can do 
little else than criticise. Some day, per- 
haps, our newspapers will appoint Archi- 
tectural Critics of Public Buildings 
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(ordinary persons, not trained architects), 
and will open their columns to honest and 
fair criticism. 

It can be fairly claimed, I think, that 
since an architect is the creator of perma- 
nent objects of beauty or ugliness, he 
should not expect to escape public 
criticism. 

And I further assert that the architect 
who designs public buildings which 
are erected with public money and 
who himself is remunerated from public 
funds, should particularly be in a position 
to be shot at. (Dare I even suggest that 
as regards some of the instances above 
referred to the last sentence might be 
read without the final word?) 

Quite naturally, the trained, registered, 
practising architect will probably counter 
by inquiring what are the qualifications 
of the Man-in-the-Street for the exercise 
of such critical powers. What does he 
know of Art, or the Canons of Design, 
or Style or Taste, and so on? To that I 
reply that it may be that quite respect- 
able and sound principles not unconnected 
with the above matters, are not only to 
be found in text books, or handed out 
in lecture-rooms. They are sometimes 
strikingly obvious to persons of average 
intelligence who are not students of 
architecture. Too much learning can be a 
dangerous thing (or at least a nuisance). 
Is it not rather odd that the principle of 
the force of gravity was not “discovered” 
by the mere reasoning of a great physicist, 
but as the result of an over-ripe apple 
falling on his devoted head? 

I have seen it stated that the public 
generally (the Men-in-the-Street) are 
simply not interested in architecture, and 
consequently that many buildings that 
trained architects consider Wonderful 
and Worthy of Much Praise, are greeted 
with sneers and cynicism. I don’t in the 
least agree. The general public cannot 
obviously be expected to argue techni- 
cally and give reasons for its answers 
that would satisfy an R.I.B.A. examiner. 
But, as a rule, the general public knows 
what it wants. 

Now it is much to the good that local 
authorities like the L.C.C. should invite 
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criticisms from trained architects, but 
such invitation might be extended, with 
good effect, to the general public, many 
members of which have to live in the 
buildings supplied by the authority. These 
views could definitely form a communi- 
cation between architect and tenant which 
would be of mutual benefit. It is also 
good to make the public aware of a local 
authority’s work, not only for the purpose 
of criticism but because of a possible 


educative effect on the public itself. But. 


such criticism should, as far as possible, 
be constructive and not destructive, for 
the latter leads nowhere; and, curiously 
enough, most of the letters of criticism 
from trained architects on the L.C.C. 
exhibition that have appeared in print 
are of the destructive kind. The writer is 
not to be understood as _ necessarily 
agreeing with the terms used, viz.: ‘Dull, 
unimaginative and coarse,” “ barrack-like 
blocks (of dwelling-houses),” “grim 
soulless edifices,” “stables for robots,” 
“not the best for the money,” “ skilfully 
composed jig-saws of plan types,” and 
“lack of progressive ideas.” But I suggest 
that such terms could equally well come 
from the general public, for there is an 
almost complete lack of technicality in 
many of these criticisms. 

Towards what matters in particular 
should a helpful criticism of an architect’s 
work on public buildings be directed? 
May one suggest that the following are 
fairly obvious: (a) suitability for the 
purpose intended and the particular 
locality, (b) the best possible value for 
the money, and (c) a_design pleasing to 
the eye. On such lines healthy criticism 
would be helpful as tending, at least, to 
prevent a repetition of faults once com- 
mitted. And, conceivably, such criticism 
from the Man-in-the-Street might often 
be more honest and unbiased than that 
of the professional whose observations, 
while more definite, might be inspired by 
professional jealousy and rivalry, or 
even be the ravings of @ crank. 

But, now, a word of warning. The 
law has much to say on this matter 
of criticism. It is one thing to criticise 
honestly, and another to utter comments 
on an architect’s work of such a nature 
as to amount to defamation of the person 
himself. The Common Law of England 
allows “fair comment upon matters of 
public interest,’ and quite definitely 
architecture (like books and pictures) is 
recognised as coming within the category 
of “ public interest.” 

Such comment must be fair, based on 
facts known to be true, must be an honest 
expression of the writer’s real opinion 
(though exaggeration is permitted), and 
must not contain imputations of a corrupt 
nature on the person whose work is 
criticised. Abuse and invective under the 
guise of criticism will make the person 
uttering the comment liable for libel or 
slander, as the case may be. Misrepre- 
sentation and attacks on the character of 
the architect will have the same effect, 
and, lastly, the defence of “fair com- 
ment” will fail if the cornment be made 
maliciously. Even an honest belief in the 
truth, of any charges made will not be a 
defence if they can be shown to have 
been made recklessly, unreasonably and 
without foundation in fact. 

In the case of Joynt v. Cycle Trade 
Publishing Company [1904] the matter 
was clearly expressed thus: ‘“ The com- 
ment must be such that a fair mind could 
use under the circumstances, and it must 
not mis-state facts, because comment built 
upon facts which are not truly stated, 
cannot be fair; and, further. it must not 
carry imputations of an evil sort except 
so far as the facts truly stated warrant 
the imputation.” 
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ARCHITECTS’ W.D. FEES PLANNING AND SURVEY 


Questions at L.C.C. Meeting 


(THE reply received at the previous 

meeting of the L.C.C. to his ques- 
tion about the Council’s payment to pri- 
vate architects on war damage led 
ALDERMAN MAGNUS WECHSLER to move 
the adjournment of the L.C.C. at its 
meeting on Tuesday. In his original 
question, Mr. Wechsler had asked if 
these architects were paid according to 
the scales laid down by the R.I.B.A. or 
to the lower scales of the War Damage 
Commission. 

On Tuesday, Mr. WECHSLER said he 
moved the adjournment of the Council 
for the purpose of calling attention to 
the terms of the reply made by Mr. 
Edwin Bayliss, Chairman of the General 
Purposes Committee. Mr. Wechsler 
said that Mr. Bayliss had replied that 
these architects were paid according to 
scales laid down by the War Damage 
Commission after consultation with the 
professional bodies concerned. Mr. 
Wechsler alleged that Mr. Bayliss had 
made a misleading statement, and in 
a reference to another part of Mr. Bay- 
liss’s reply to the question—that Mr. 
Bayliss said he was not aware of the 
R.I.B.A. non-acceptance of the scale— 
Mr. Wechsler spoke of a ee 
question that he had asked Mr. Bayliss. 

“TI asked him in the supplementary 
question,” said Mr. Wechsler, “if he 
would reconsider the policy of his Coun- 
cil in the matter if further evidence was 
brought to his notice, but he did not 
consider it necessary or desirable to give 
me a reply to this.” 

Mr. Wechsler went on to quote a 
letter from the R.I.B.A. stating that that 
body was not in agreement with the War 
Commission scale. It was clear that 
the scale was only the contribution 
which the Commission was prepared to 
make and did not cover all the services 
these architects might be required to 
render. 

Mr. BayLiss said that Mr. Wechsler 
had raised the point of “my making an 
apology to the R.I.B.A., the people of 
London and the Council.” It would 
have been more appropriate if Mr. 
Wechsler had apologised to the Council 
for the fact that his original question 
“appeared in print in The Builder several 
days before we had knowledge of it in 
this House.” 

Dealing with points which he said 
might have been misunderstood in his 
reply to the question, Mr. Bayliss re- 
called he had said ‘the architects were 
paid according to scales laid down by 
the Commission after consultation with 
professional bodies concerned. “I was 
quite clear on this point,” said Mr. 
Bayliss. While Mr. Wechsler might 
have had it in his mind that the profes- 
sional bodies concerned had accepted 
the scale—because there had been con- 
sultations—it was not in Mr. Bayliss’s 
mind. “It did not mean that the bodies 
concerned agreed with the scale,” went 
on Mr. Bayliss, “and my reply never 
intended to convey that impression. It 
was not a_half-truth.” 

The Chief Technical Adviser to the 
War Damage Commission had since in- 
formed the Council that he could not 
detect any mis-statement in the reply 
Mr. Bayliss had given to the question. 
If there were any complaints it was for 


.the professional bodies to bring them 


forward. The Council had had no com- 
plaints from any of the architects 
employed on War Damage. 

The adjournment was lost by 72 to 66. 


METHODS 


PPHE Ministry of Town and County 

~ Planning has now supplemented jt 
Circular 40 on survey work by that num. 
bered 63 which gives the promised 
guidance on the methods for the pre 
paration and presentation of these gy. 
veys.* The purpose of this circula 
is to provide a uniform notation for the 
maps which are required to be included 
Local authorities’ records of field 
and other surveys will usually be maip- 
tained on 1/2500 scale maps for urbap 
areas and 6 in. to 1 mile scale maps fo 
rural ones. These maps are essential t 
the work of planning offices, but sum. 
marised versions at smaller scales (mainly 
1 in. to the mile) will also be needed to 
provide a comprehensive picture and to 
simplify comparisons. 


Reports, in duplicate, are required to 
consist of a written analysis supported by 
a number of summary maps. In som 
cases additional maps are demanded, 
according to the form indicated by the 
nature of the subject matter. The sub- 
jects to be illustrated are given in 
schedule and comprise the following nota- 
tions with references to Circular 40, 


Land use ... Tr I (1) 
Age of Buildings ... I (2) 


Floor Space Index ae I (3) 
Net Accommodation Density I (4) (j) 
Net Population Density I (4) (i) 
Facilities in Rural Areas III 
Communications ... VIII (1) @ 
Road and Rail Traffic ... VIII (1) (b) 


Water Supply and Sewerage X (1) 
Gas and Electricity Services X (2 and 3) 


It is obvious that these notations de 
mand a considerable variety in the scale 
and type of maps and in the method 
of analysis embodied in the reports, but 
the Ministry has made an intensive study 
of these and embodied the results in a 
series of schedules attached to this Cir 
cular No. 63. These take the form of 
ten separate fly leaves covering the sub- 
jects named in the preceding paragraph 
and suggesting the scales suitable for each, 
also signs and colours to be employed 
to indicate land uses, buildings and their 
condition, densities, various conditions, 
communications of all types and the 
various services. These, in all, cover 
nearly one hundred directive paragraphs, 
many of which involve subdivisions as re- 
gards varied methods. The mastery of 
all that is required offers a formidable 
task to the authorities concerned and their 
Operating staffs. 





H. V. L. 

Students will Excavate. 
BIRMINGHAM University undergradv- 
ates, under Mr. K. D. M. Daucey, lec- 


turer in archeology, are carrying out a 
systematic excavation at Oldbury, Nun- 
eaton, on the site chosen for the Nun- 
eaton Corporation’s new reservoir. 

The site is reputed to have been the 
summer camp of the Romans, who con- 
structed the nearby Watling-street. There 
are also well-defined earthworks which 
suggest that it might have been occupied 
as a station by some of the early Britons, 
a theory substantiated by the finding, 
years ago, of celts or arrow heads. 

It is hoped to find more definite evi- 
dence of the use to which the site was put 
before work begins on the new reservolr. 





*Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
Circular No. 63 (Report of the Survey, including 
notations for Survey Maps). H.M. Stationery 
Office. Octavo. 1s. 
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Tr OMised 
the on BASIL I. BRIGGS, A.R.I.B.A., 


ese sur ARCHITECT 
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f field HE total area of this factory— 
ee main- for Messrs. Butcher and Son—is 
T urban 28,987 sq. ft., comprising seven con- 
Naps for tinuous barrel vaults running from 
ential to north to south, the two outer spans 
ut sum- being 35 ft. and the five centre bays 
(mainly being 24 ft. The largest longitudinal 
seded to span of valley beam was 40 ft. be- 
and to tween columns, this giving a large 


showroom, with floor space uninter- 
rupted with columns, approximately 








—_ » 120 ft. by 40 ft. wide. The purpose 
In some of this showroom is for the servicing 
manded and sale of agricultural plant and 
by the machinery and also for part-time use 
he an -- a cinema for the showing of trade 
see ms. 
z on The lighting to the interior of the 
Ags i factory is entirely dependent on roof 
‘ lighting, numbering 257 panels in all, 
T (1) glazed with 4-in. wired glass pierc- 
| (2) ing the elliptical-shaped vaults at 
. (3) points where the light was most 
L (4) (i) needed. The maximum thickness of 
| (4) (ii) concrete to the curved portions of the 
vaults was 24 in.; which becomes 
L (1) (a) thicker immediately adjacent to the 
| (1) (b) valley beams. In most cases upstand 
wit beams were employed above the 
2 and 3) roofs, although transverse beams 
ons & below the ceilings were also employed 
ne sa in some cases. ie 
neal _Owing to the excellent lente con- 
rie ditions obtained with top lighting, it 
ne aa was found possible to plan the ad- 
es Ma ministrative offices as a central spine 
his Cir down the building, between the show- ; 
ores of room and main_ repair shop, thus 23% 
he tah facilitating supervision of the various a 


manufacturing processes. . 
ragraph The roof and valley gutters were Detail of central feature. 






















































wb covered with ordinary single-ply bitu- 
nd their 
ditions Pees en ene ne on ise td } minous felt, stuck down on to the 
nd the 7 i OR ae ae Tae concrete surfaces with mastic. The 
, 1 Hi : - elliptical-shaped tower over _ the 
graphs, | atiiet centre vault was constructed in 3 in 
IS a$ Te- by 3 in. angle iron, clad in expanded 
tery of sit eh metal and rendered in two-coat 
midable : ie | aii = white cement and sand. The total 
nd their dead load or thrust of the tower on 
: ; the 24-ft. span, vault amounted to ap- 
v. I. i proximately 124 cwt. 
a iat The work was carried out by 
pith Messrs. J. A. Elliott, Ltd., bnilding 
rgradu- mean contractors, of Bishops Stortford, to 
ey, lec- oS sae ivan ee : * the designs prepared by Barrel Vault 
y out a tC ; | Roofs (Designs), Ltd., roof construc- 
Nut | tion being carried out by Elliott (Re- 
> Nun } inforced Concrete), Ltd. The follow- 
, i | ing sub-contractors were employed 
en the ee: ae on the works:—Twisteel Reinforce- 
10 con- a meses | res — snes so 5 ment, Ltd., reinforcement; Mills 
There e Rew 4 we Ski one ts =] — j | Scaffold Co., Ltd., steel ‘scaffold- 
"which — + Temper waszanon| | ing; Associated Clay Industries, Ltd., 
scupied | a | sanitary fittings; Frank Moody and 
Sritons, | | 4 | Co. (Engineers), Ltd., heating; J. 
finding ‘ | alm snogrdcom! l wacrycan'} eucTaycAL | Akers, Ltd., enamelled bronze fascia 
| | ston | wonxswor | letters; S. W. Farmer and Son, Ltd., 
aes and Butcher and Son, light steel work; 
ite evr | | | | { British Trolley Track Co., Ltd., slid- 
was put " i ’ ae : “ ing door gear; Crittall Manufactur- 
eda’ a Ppt eee Pepe Ae Srerwss ing Co., Ltd., doors and windows; 
anning ine : cuaneaneeceniil ‘ — Aygee, Ltd., glass; and Sadds, Ltd., 
eluding The plan. joinery. 
ationery 
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View towards the apex of the green. 


HOUSING SCHEME AT LYDD, KENT 
CLIFFORD E. CULPIN, F.R.I.B.A. (CULPIN AND SON), ARCHITECT 

















Diagrammatic layout of 50 houses in first phase. 
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HE site of 


permanent houses is particu- 
larly interesting from an historic 


point of view. 


worthy of note that these dwellings 
land which has 


are built on 
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A pair of three-bedroom west-aspect houses. 


Holmstone, distinguishing them- 
selves to such an extent that the 
then Archbishop of Canterbury 
(the Town’s Overlord) granted the 
Rypes to the Barons of Lydd as a 
reward for the townsmen’s valour. 


belonged to the townspeople for 
nearly 1,200 years. Towards the 
end of the eighth century the men 
of Lydd helped to repel an inva- 
sion by the Danes, and fought 
various battles at the Wick and the 


this scheme of 


It is perhaps 




















UPPER FLOOR PLAN 
\S] i | 
U 4 
LR 





‘ox @ 


PH Lot 
Eye! 


GROUND FLOOR PLAN GROUND FLOOR PLAN. GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
Tey P.-E S 3 Ww T Y PE N2 Dw TY ¥y-P £ E $.Dew 

[ SOUTH ASPECT + THREE BEDROOM [ NORTH ASPECT - TWO BEDROOM EAST ASPECT - THREE BEDROOM | 
WORKING KITCHEN - WIDE FRONTAGE | DINING KITCHEN * WIDE FRONTAGE | DINING KITCHEN - WIDE FRONTACE | 


Lower and upper floor plans of three typical house types. 





i A a Be ie ee 








m- 
the 
ury 
the 
sa 
ur. 





July 15 1949 








The site is generally flat but has 
local pronounced undulations. It 
is of “running” beach with not 
much more than two inches of top 
soil. This has meant disadvan- 
tages aesthetically, as there are no 
trees or vegetation to provide a 
“foil,” and constructionally, as 
trenches cannot be dug in the loose 
pea-gravel. The aesthetic difficul- 
ties have been overcome by 
designing a relatively large number 
of different block-types to provide 
variety and add interest and by 
arranging these in balanced groups. 
In the absence of screening vegeta- 
tion, all the blocks are linked 
together by outhouses and screen 
walls. 

The constructional problem was 
solved by first putting down a layer 
of “mixed-earth” concrete, using 
the pea-gravel as it came, and 
thickening out where the low 
points of the undulations occurred. 
This was covered with a normal 
reinforced concrete raft kept fairly 
high. This in turn received a layer 
of no-fines concrete, a waterproof- 
ing layer being found to be un- 
necessary except where boarded 
floors were laid. 


Types OF Houses. There are 
two-, three- and four-bedroomed 
houses. The two-bedroomed types 
are of the same dimensions on plan 
as the three-bedroomed but the 
bathroom is on the ground floor 
and the eaves on the front (north) 
elevation have been brought down 
to first floor level. 


The  three-bedroomed houses, 
which predominate, are to five 
different basic plans to suit varying 
orientation. Four of these are of 
the living room-dining  space- 
working kitchen types and one of 
the living room-dining kitchen- 
utility room type. The former 
arrangement is preferred by both 
tenants and Council. 


ELEVATION AND TREATMENT. The 
best of the old work in Lydd is of 
Georgian character and the double 
hung sash and bracketed door- 
hood.can be seen at every turn. It 
was decided, therefore, that as the 
housing scheme adjoined _ the 
village the new houses should be 
Georgian in feeling. Double-hung 
sashes are used in all important 
rooms, and doorways have 
moulded architraves run in cement 
and sand and painted in with the 
wooden brackets and hoods. 


The facing bricks are “ multi- 
reds” and the roofs, including 
those of most of the outbuildings, 
are covered with dark brown con- 
crete plain tiles. To obtain a 
variety of eaves level, some blocks 
have the roof slope continued down 
to a lower level at the ends, and in 
others (particularly where the eye 
can be led around the corner to 
another road), the eaves of end 


houses of a block have _ been 
dropped and semi-dormers em- 
ployed. Some tree-planting has 


been done, and the architect has 
selected varieties which will, it is 
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A typical front door designed to harmonise with the Georgian houses in the 
vicinity of the site. The hood and brackets are constructed in timber and the 
architravyes run in cement and sand. 


hoped, stand the strong, and some- 
times silica-laden winds which 
sweep across the site, and which the 
built-up frontage adopted will help 
to check. A relatively large amount 
of top-soil has been imported for 
each tree, and the head of each has 
been protected from the cutting 
winds by a hessian screen. It is 
hoped in this way to get some 
growth established on this bare site. 


INTERNAL EQUIPMENT AND 
FINISH. Living-rooms have 
boarded floors and open fires with 
tiled surrounds. Dining-spaces are 
heated with the waste heat from 
independent hot water boilers. In 
the working kitchens there are an 
electric cooker and _ wash-boiler, 
sink with double draining boards, 
and the full Housing Manual range 
of flush cupboards and dresser 
painted in attractive colours. The 
flooring is coloured asphalt. The 
staircases have no winders, and 
all bedrooms have generous built-in 
wardrobe cupboards. All internal 
cills are quarry-tiled. 


The general building contractors 





were Messrs. A. O. Laird, Ltd., 
12, Buckingham-gate, $.W.1. 


Sub-contractors were: Site pre- 
paration, including roads and 
sewers, the Cementation Co., Ltd.; 
roof tiling, John Williams and Co., 
(Rotherhithe), Ltd.; asphalt flooring, 
Val de Travers Asphalte Paving 
Co., Ltd.; painting and decorating, 
South London Decorators, Ltd.; 
fencing, Durafencing, Ltd.; and 
electrical work, Electrical Installa- 
tions, Ltd. 


Suppliers engaged were: Bricks, 
Cement Marketing Co., Ltd.; sani- 
tary ware and fireplaces, Alfred 
Olby, Ltd.; hot water boilers, Ideal 
Boilers and Radiators, Ltd.; larder 
windows, Greenwood’s and Airvac 
Ventilating Co., Ltd.; kitchen fit- 
ments, Walter Lawrence and Co., 
Ltd.; ironmongery, James Gibbons 
and Co., Yannedis and Co., 
Ltd., and Parker Winder and 
Achurch, Ltd.; road signs, Hills 
(Patents), Ltd.; general joinery, 
P. H. Barker and Son, Ltd.; and 
tree planting, A. E. and R. J. Back, 
of Hythe, Kent. 
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A block of four houses, west aspect, consisting of two narrow-fronted three-bedroom houses, and two wide- 


fronted four-bedroom houses. 
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HOUSING SCHEME, LYDD, KENT. A typical block of four three-bedroom south-aspect houses. 
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Stone Buildings, 
Lincoln’s Inn, W.C. 


Reinstatement following 
War Damage 


ANDERSON, FORSTER AND 
WILCOX, FF.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECTS 


ANTHONY CLAPHAM, F.R.L.C.S., 
SURVEYOR TO HONOURABLE 
COMPANY OF LINCOLN’S INN 


STONE BUILDINGS were designed 

by Sir Robert Taylor, and Nos. 1-6 
were completed between 1775 and 1780. 
No. 7 was built in 1845. 


The main structure of the building 
was provided and leased to barristers 
who fitted up the interiors at their own 
expense. This resulted in a difference 
of quality of design and standard of 
finish—some of the chambers having 
fine woodwork and mantelpieces de- 
signed by the brothers Adam. 


During the war and for the last few 
years, licensing restrictions prevented 
the rebuilding, but some smali amount 
of work was carried out from time to 


No. 3, Stone Buildings. 
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Nos. 1-2, Stone Buildings. 


time to preserve the structure. The 
Ministry of Works have now granted a 
licence for final reinstatement over a 
period of years, and the first phase has 
been started. It is intended to restore 
the building as far as practicable in 
accordance with the original materials 
and standards of design, but the heavy 
structural timbers which formerly were 
used in the floors are to be replaced 
with reinforced concrete which, however, 
will be finished with hardwood flooring. 

Accompanying illustrations show 
Stone Buildings as they exist to-day, 
and although the facades in the main 
appear to be little damaged, the interiors 
in many parts have been gutted from top 


to bottom, and the entire top storey 
has been destroyed. 


The quantity surveyors are Messrs. 
Horace W. Langdon and_ Every, 
FF.R.I.C.S., and the general contractors 
are Messrs. Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, Ltd. 


Sub-contractors so far nominated are: 
Structural floors and staircases, Diespeker, Ltd. ; 
stonework, South Western Stone Co., Ltd.; 
lift, Express Lift Co., Ltd.; asphalt, General 
Asphalte Co., Ltd.; metal windows, C. E. 
Welstead, Ltd.; oak flooring, Bennetts Wood 
Flooring Co., Ltd.; gas carcassing, North 
Thames Gas Board; wrot iron balustrading, 
H. and C. Davis and Co., Ltd.; roof lights, 
Lenscrete, Ltd.; and hot and cold water and 
drainage installations, Engineering Service 
Installations, Ltd. 





No. 4, Stone Buildings. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Bermondsey B.C. and Assistants’ 
Salaries 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
IR,—I enclose for publication a copy 
of a letter which has been sent to-day 
(July 11) to the Town Clerk to the 
Bermondsey Borough Council. 
C. D. SpRAGG, 
Secretary, R.1.B.A. 
66, Portland-place, W.1. 


COPY 
IR,—My attention has been called to 
paragraphs in The Builder of July 
8 and The Architect and Building News 
of July 8 referring to a report recently 
prepared by the Finance Committee of 
the Borough of Bermondsey which attri- 


butes the shortage of architectural assis- | 


tants in public offices to the fact that 
larger salaries are offered by architects in 
private practice who in turn recover the 
additional costs from the client employing 
the private architect. 

The Royal Institute is anxious to ensure 
that adequate salaries are paid to archi- 
tectural assistants whether employed by 
public or private offices; but we have no 
evidence whatever to show that larger 
salaries offered by private architects are 
drawing away the staffs of local authori- 
ties. In any case, the private architect 
is paid by a scale fee and he has no power 
to pass on to the client any extra expense 
to which he may be put in paying large 
salaries to his assistants. His fee is inciu- 
sive, embracing the full services as laid 
down in the appropriate scale. 

It may be of interest to know that the 
Royal Institute has received complaints 
from architects in private practice that 
they cannot compete with the salaries 

aid by public offices and at the same 
fime obtain adequate remuneration them- 
selves from the scale fee. 

In view of the fact that the matter has 
been referred to in the two architectural 
papers to which I have referred, I am 
sending them copies of this letter and 
should be obliged if you would kindly 
place it before your Committee. It 
would be appreciated if your Committee 
could take the necessary steps to remove 
the wrong impression which has been 
caused by their report. 

Yours faithfully, 
C. D. Spraaa, 

July 11, 1949. Secretary, R.I.B.A. 


R.N.A.S. Memorial Competition 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


Q)R,—I should have been very pleased 

to have entered for this competition, 
but as I am nota registered architect, but 
a surveyor, perhaps I may criticise. the 
winning design. 

My first impression on looking at the 
design was “ just another war memorial ” 
—a mass of stone looking like a row of 
shop windows. I fail to see how it re- 
Presents the Fleet Air Arm. From a 
distance. no one could tell; they would 
have to walk right up to it and read the 
inscription to find out what it was all 
about. The badge does not represent the 
Fleet Air Arm; if anything, it is the badge 
of a Master-at-Arms. The assessor, Mr. 
Edward Maufe, R.A., does not appear 
to like this badge and suggests it should 
be that of the Fleet Air Arm. What is 
the badge of the Fleet Air Arm? To my 
knowledge there is none, each individual 
ship having its own crest. If one is 
required, I suggest the crest of H.M.S. 
Daedalus (R.N.A.S., Lee-on-Solent), which 
would be symbolical, as all officers and 
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ratings of the Fleet Air Arm pass through 
this depot at some time or other. 

It is a pity the design lacks something 
which should stand out, so that even from 
a distance it could be recognised as a 
memorial to the Fleet Air Arm. To my 
mind, a model of an aircraft carrier 
such as the Illustrious class would sum 
up the design. Perhaps some would say 
that this is not appropriate, but I think 
it must be agreed that the average person 
looking at an aircraft carrier would 
immediately think of aircraft and attach 
it to the Fleet Air Arm. 

I served for just over six years as air 
crew in the Fleet Air Arm; a lot of my 
friends were killed, and I do not think 
this winning design honours those men 
for the great sacrifice they made, consider- 
ing the amount of money which is to be 
spent on erecting this memorial. 

Sudbury Hill. H. W. Gop. 


Organisation of the Building 
Industry 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
IR,—The letter you print from Mr. 
Hannen in your issue of July 8 
makes it clear, I am glad to say, that 
there is substantial agreement between 
us on desirable practice; and that though, 
as Mr. Hannen says, we may all have our 
own individual functions and ideas, our 
sense of all belonging in the end to the 
same industry must prevent us develop- 
ing those functions and ideas to a point 
at which others are harmed thereby. 

Mr. Hannen was talking to architectural 
and building students and, rightly, his 
object was no doubt to stimulate dis- 
cussion and, through that, thought in 
connection with these matters. I hope my 
letter to you may have been seen by some 
of those same students and so carry the 
process a little further. 

In conclusion, Mr. Hannen, I am sure, 
knows my sincere appreciation of the 
Association of which he is President and 
of his own work in that capacity. He 
will, therefore, understand that I do not 
regret having cleared up what might have 
seemed a difference of attitude on these 


matters. 
D. C. MALLAM. 
Dacre House, W.C.2. 


Building Efficiency Through Incentives 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR,—May I congratulate you on your 
leading article for July 1 and express 
my pleasure at the considerable space 
which you devoted to the summary and 
comment by-Mr. V. C. Abell upon the 
N.F.B.T.E. interim explanatory memor- 
andum on the application of incentive 
payments to building work. 

I am sure that there are many progres- 
sively-minded individuals who will whole- 
heartedly approve and endorse your 
objective remarks. I feel that the experi- 
mental work in connection with this very 
complex problem of the control of quan- 
tity and quality carried out during the 
past 18 months has been extremely valu- 
able and clearly illustrates that there is 
a genuine desire to find satisfactory 
methods which can be generally accepted 
as equitable and which will provide a 
lasting contribution to the solution of 
our present industrial difficulties. You 
very rightly comment that it is too much 
to expect that the industry could devise 
and perfect a scheme within such a short 
period. Admittedly it is a very formid- 
able task, but I believe that provided the 
whole industry shows its traditional good- 
sense and goodwill in trying to solve this 
long-standing problem a thoroughly com- 
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petent and equitable scheme can and will 
be evolved. 

As the building industry is to a large 
extent indivisible, I would venture to 
suggest that architects, and possibly to 
a lesser degree, quantity surveyors have 
a very vital part to play in this whole 
matter, for it is with their co-operation 
and the skill with which they plan, con- 
duct and direct their work that the oppor- 
tunities of building trades employers in- 
troducing satisfactory methods of incen- 
tive payments largely depend. I feel 
confident that this point will not have 
been overlooked by the professional side 
of the industry, and I hope that they. for 
their part, will assist to the full in making 
possible the successful introduction of in- 
centive payment schemes. 

_ Am I wrong in thinking that the com- 
ing of payment-by-results may have a 
marked effect in stimulating the adminis- 
trative efficiency of every section of the 
building industry? 

D. E. WoopsIne-ParisH. 

11, Buckingham Palace-gardens, 
S.W.1. 


Community Housing 
To THE EpiTor oF The Builder. 


&IR,—In view of public interest in the 

~. progress of Community Housing, a 
visit to certain sites has been arranged 
for Saturday, July 23. 

The works in question are those now 
being undertaken by the London County 
Council. The idea of the visit has been 
suggested by the National Amenities 
Council, and the itinerary includes eight 
of the largest sites in the London area. 

Visitors will be accommodated in the 
transport vehicles, which will leave West- 
minster at 1.30 p.m. No charge will be 
made. Those who desise to form mem- 
bers of the party should communicate 


with Mr. Robert Chidlaw, of 69, 
Beeches-avenue. Carshalton Beeches, 
Surrey. A. E. RICHARDSON, 


Chairman of Council, National 
Amenities Council. 
34, Great Ormond-street, W.C.1. 


Quarrying on Dulcote Hill 

To THE Eprtor oF The Builder. 
_ Sir,—The sanctioning of a vast quarry- 
ing project on the northern slopes of 
Dulcote Hill by the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning is just another 
exemplification of official disregard for 
i, tae the beauties of our country- 
side. 

Wells Cathedral’s most effective van- 
tage point is the view framed by the 
graceful outline of Dulcote Hill, which 
is to be lowered 140 ft. by quarrying. If 
such an act of vandalism is carried out, 
this noble prospect will be ruined for all 
time. GoRDON HEMM. 

Southport. 


Architectural Assistants’ Salaries 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


SiR,—1 would like to correct one 

error in Mr. Athoe’s friendly letter 
in your issue of July 1. The Associa- 
tion of Building Technicians does not 
organise building operatives, and our 
rules clearly define the limits of our 
membership. 

Briefly, we confine ourselves to 
salaried architects, surveyors, engineers, 
town planners, clerks of works, certain 
technical staffs employed by contractors 
and a limited field of specialists (includ- 
ing students, apprentices or assistants 
in any of these categories). 

F. E. SHROSBREE, 
General Secretary, A.B.T. 
5, Ashley-place, S.W.1. 
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EUROPEAN HOUSING 


Marshall Plan Countries and 
ECA Survey 


A QUESTION in the Marshall Plan 
+ area is whether even the minimum 
amount of housing “ to satisfy imperative 
public demands” is being planned by 
the participating countries, according to 
an Economic Co-operation Administra- 
tion study. 

ECA’s commodity study of lumber said 
that, on the one hand, a housing pro- 
gramme is affected by the insufficient 
quantity of softwood forest products 
from European sources, thus raising the 
question of whether Western Europe 
should spend dollars to purchase lumber 
products from dollar areas or, by placing 
housing needs in a low priority category, 
reserve dollars for other recovery pur- 
poses. “On the other hand, the study 
continued, the question is how much in- 
adequate housing contributes to low 
morale among industrial workers and 
their subnormal productivity, thereby re- 
tarding the recovery programme. 

ECA noted that the Western European 
countries are studying this problem 
through the Organisation for European 
Economic Co-operation, the planning 
group representing the Marshall Plan 
countries in the recovery programme’s 
operations. 

Through the OEEC, the Marshall Plan 
countries have been asked to review their 
housing requirements in relation to other 
phases of the recovery programme, to 
determine whether : 

(1) Lack of housing is a factor in 
contributing to labour shortages in key 
areas where an increased labour supply 
would result in substantial production 
increases. 

(2) Inadequate housing is a factor 
in the levelling-off of worker-produc- 
tivity and the low morale reported in 
many areas. 

(3) In areas with poor housing facil- 
ities, but possessing unemployed 
labour and other local resources, such 
resources should be utilised in a large- 
scale housing programme. 


Housing Retarding Recovery? 

The study continued: “If this review 
reveals that the lack of housing may be 
creating a bottleneck in the recovery 
programme, ECA may recommend that 
the participants (Marshall Plan coun- 
tries) review their housing requirements 
with a view to: (a) developing a clearly 
defined, even though restricted, pro- 
gramme for the current year; and (b) 
developing a long-term programme 
which would permit an expanding, attain- 
able schedule in each successive year.” 

ECA made it plain that “it is not the 
function of ECA to say whether the par- 
ticipating countries should gear their 
programmes for improved housing to a 
goal of 1960 or to the year 2000.” 

However, ECA _ continued, it is 
“necessary to suggest” that presently 
projected recovery programmes “ may 
be inadequate to produce housing in 
time to satisfy imperative public de- 
mands for ‘better shelter,’ and it called 
for “a realistic time-table for housing 
programmes.” 

Currently, the study said, “housing is 
held back not only by the lack of man- 
power and savings and the urgent need 
for other types of investment, but. is also 


limited by shortages of lumber.” 


ECA reported three measures ‘which 
assist in solving the shortage. 


They are: 
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re-entry of Eastern Europe into the 
forest products export markets as a 
major contributor; continuance of high 
production levels in Western Germany, 
and shifting demand to North America 
for the deficit from European sources. 

An outstanding feature of Western 
Europe’s recovery programme, the ECA 
study disclosed, is the reduction in the 
imports of lumber from the Western 
Hemisphere, undoubtedly planned by 
the Marshall Plan countries to reduce 
their dollar expenditures. Although 
available lumber in both Canada and the 
United States was higher than at any 
time since the war, exports to Marshall 
Plan countries declined. 

Only 158,000,000 board feet were ex- 
ported to Marshall Plan countries in 
1948 as compared with 560,000,000 feet 
in 1947. A scarcity of dollars in Europe 
during the first half of 1948 was eased 
during the second half by ECA grants, 
but shipments of lumber from North 
America to Europe continued to decline. 

ECA said that demand-supply trends 
indicated that 2,000,000,000 board feet 
could be exported from the United 
States to the rest of the world in 1949-50. 
If areas other than Western Europe are 
to take no more than in 1948-49, some 
1,500,000,000 feet would be available for 
Marshall Plan countries. 

The only major exception to the gen- 
eral trend of re-establishing pre-war 
sources of supply, as indicated by pro- 
grammes submitted to OEEC by the 
Marshal] Plan countries, is the proposed 
distribution of import volume between 
Canada and the United States in 1949-50. 
The plan shows a divergency from the 
historical pattern in favour of Canada. 

The two sources, in general, are inter- 
changeable. ECA recommended, con- 
sequently, that the Marshall Plan coun- 
tries consider revising plans for import 
purchases from North America to give 
the United States at least an opportunity 
to compete on the basis of price and 
quality for its traditional share of the 
total. 

Of the total lumber imports by Mar- 
shall Plan countries from all sources in 
the pre-war period, 20.7 per cent. was 
from participating countries, 66.8 per 
cent. from Eastern Europe, 8.9 per cent. 
from Canada and 3.6 per cent. from the 
United States. The 1948-49 programme 
contemplated that 48.6 per cent. of the 
total import requirements would come 
from participating countries, 31.2 per 
cent. from Eastern Europe, 12.8 per cent. 
from Canada, 5.9 per cent. from the 
United States and i.5 per cent. from 
other Western Hemisphere and sterling 
areas. 

The 1949-50 estimates indicate 43.7 
per cent. from participating countries, 
40.1 per cent. from other European sour- 
ces, 12.9 per cent. from Canada, 2.5 per 
cent. from the United States and 0.8 per 
cent. from other Western Hemisphere 
and sterling areas. 


OBITUARY 


A. W. Saxon Snell, F.R.I.B.A. 


We regret to record the death of Mr. 
Alfred Walter Saxon Snell, F.R.I.B.A. 
Mr. Saxon Snell was a former member 
of the Practice and Science Standing 
Committees and the Competitions Com- 
mittee of the R.I.B.A., and a former 
Hon. Examiner. He was also a past 
president of the Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
Architectural Association, and had repre- 
sented that body on the Council and the 
Allied Societies’ Conference. 


July 15 1949 
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Notes from Council Minutes 


FOLLOWING are notes from the minutes 
of the Council meeting held on June 
21;— 

Decorative Arts and Architecture.— 
The Secretary reported that the Essex 
County Council had authorised the allo- 
cation of a sum not exceeding one per 
cent. of the total cost of school build- 
ings for adornment by sculpture, mural 
painting, etc. The first work had been 
put in hand at a new primary school at 
Loughton and consisted of low relief 
brick sculpture designed and executed 
by Mr. Barry Hart, assisted by Miss 
Aileen Hoey. The Secretary was in- 
structed to write to the Essex County 
Council expressing the Institute’s appre- 
ciation. 

Ministry of Health Housing Manual. 
—An invitation was received from the 
Ministry of Health Sub-Committee 
working on the revision of the Housing 
Manual, for the Institute to submit evi- 
dence. The matter was referred to the 
Housing Committee and it was agreed 
to include in the evidence strong repre- 
sentations that local authorities should 
be encouraged to accept a minimum 
height of ceilings as 7 ft. 6 in. instead 
of 8 ft. 

Exhibition of Photographs of Italian 
Architecture-—The Council approved 
a proposal to hold an exhibition of 
photographs of buildings of historic and 
architectural interest in Italy taken by 
Mr. Ralph Deakin, Foreign News 
Editor of The Times. The exhibition will 
be held during October, 1949. 

Design of Street Furniture —The 
Council approved a recommendation of 
the Town and Country Planning Com- 
mittee that consideration be given to call- 
ing a conference to discuss closer co- 
ordination between designers and manu- 
facturers with a view to improving the 
design of lamp standards and fittings, 
and it was agreed to write to the Royal 
Fine Art Commission, the Council of 
Industrial Design and the Design and 
Industries Association to ask if each 
would participate. 

Reconstitution of Committces.—The 
Council decided that on reconstituting 
committees for the Session 1949-1950, 
the Town and Country Planning and 
Housing Committees should be merged 
into a joint Town Planning and Housing 
Committee. 

Architectural and Building Drawing 
Office Practice-—The Council considered 
a report from the Architectural Science 
Board dealing with British Standard 
1192/1944. The substance of the recom- 
mendation of the A.S.B. was that the 
standard should be revised and published 
as a handbook of reference on drawing 
office practice and procedure. The Coun- 
cil approved the recommendation for 
transmission to the British Standards 
Institution. 


Final Examination, Testimonies of Study. 
The Council of the R.I.B.A. announces 
that in future candidates may submit 
final examination testimonies . of study 
provided that they have passed in subject 
C. Design in the R.I.B.A. Intermediate 
Examination. This replaces the existing 
regulation that candidates may not sub- 
mit final examination testimonies of 
study until they have passed all the sub- 
jects of the Intermediate Examination. 


Institute of Quantity Surveyors. 

The President of this Institute, Mr. 
Harold Fulford, is F.I.Q.S., and not as 
described in our last issue. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
School Buildings 


ME: MORLEY asked the Minister of 
42 Education how much of the 
$26,000,000 spent in 1948 was spent on 
new schools on new housing estates; 
extra accommodation in existing infant 
ghools for the five-year-olds; enlarge- 
ment of junior schools to accommodate 
the extra children who would be there in 
two years’ time; further education, respec- 
tively; and how much of the £50,000,000 
allocated for this year fell into the same 
four categories. 

Mr. TOMLINSON said that the figures of 
£26 million for 1948 and £50-£55 million 
for 1949 related to the value of the annual 
programmes of work to be started. As 
long as the educational building pro- 
gramme was expanding, expenditure in 
each year would be less than the value of 
work started in the same year, particu- 
larly as the average construction time for 
educational building projects was rela- 
tively long. In 1948, expenditure on new 
educational building, excluding mainte- 
nance work and plant and machinery, was 
about £18 million of which about £12 
million Was spent on major projects pro- 
viding new school places and about 
£700,000 on major projects for further 
education. The corresponding target 
figures for 1949 were abqut £334 million, 
£21 million and £34 million. It was not 
possible to assign the cost of new school 
places in the manner suggested since, 
whatever their primary purpose, most 
projects affecting school accommodation 
in fact met a variety of needs either 
directly or indirectly. ~- suly 7.] 


Building Works. 

In reply to Major Legge-Bourke, Mr. 
Key said that the average number of 
building workers per 1,000 people in 
England and Wales was about 20; of these 
about 52 per cent. were employed on hous- 
ing work of all types. About 22 per cent. 
were employed on new housing. In addi- 
tion, there was an average of about 3 
per cent. self-employed building workers, 
but it was not known what percentage of 
them was engaged on housing work. 
[July 7.} 


Development Charges. 


Mr. Percy Morris asked the Minister 
of Town and Country Planning what was 
the total revenue received on develop- 


ment charges from July 1, 1948, to 
July 1, 1949. 

Mr. SILkInN said the figure was 
£1,025,025. In addition, development 


charge to the amount of £1,047,500 had 
been determined up to May 31, 1949, and 
set off against claims on the £300,000,000. 
[July 5.] ‘ 


Housing Licences. 


Mr. Lipson asked the Minister of 
Health if it was his practice to grant a 
building licence to an applicant willing 
to build a house for his own occupation 
by his own labour provided that it was 
tcommended by the local housing 
authority and the plans approved. 

Mr. BEVAN said he was sending the 
hon. member a copy of the circular issued 
to local authorities setting out the pre- 
seit arrangements for granting licences 
for Private house-building. No general 
¢xception was made in favour of the class 
of applicant mentioned. 

Mr. Lipson asked if the Minister was 
Prepared to give sympathetic considera- 
lion to applicants who satisfied these 
conditions, outside the numbers allowed 
10 local authorities. 

Mr. BEVAN said he did make some 
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concessions a little while ago which were 
widely abused. Of course, at the moment, 
the limitation upon house building was 
softwood timber. Even if the house 
were built by the person himself, it would 
still require the same amount of timber. 

Mr. .F. NoeEL-BAKER asked if the Minis- 
ter was aware that there were some very 
genuine cases where the applicant was 
prepared to make any concession in the 
matter of materials necessary to satisfy 
the requirements, and if he brought to 
the Minister’s attention a case of a con- 
stituent of his who had had great diffi- 
culty in an area where the local authority 
had been granting licences for the build- 
ing of garages, would he give it sympa- 
thetic consideration. 

Mr. BEVAN said he certainly would in- 
vestigate the merits of a particular case. 
This was not only a labour question. 
There was the consideration of the soft- 
wood timber contained in the house. 
Unless a person had supplies of softwood 
timber, which he ought not to have, 
he would not be able to build a house. 
[July 7.] 


Board of Trade Staff. 


Stir WAVELL WAKEFIELD asked the 
President of the Board of Trade if he 
proposed to set up his own architectural 
and quantity surveying staff for carrying 
out architectural and quantity surveying 
work required for the trading estates in 
the development areas. 

Mr. H. Witson said he did not. 
Arrangements for such work would con- 
tinue to be a matter for the individual 
Estate Companies who employed outside 
consultants and, in some cases, had their 
own small architectural and quantity sur- 
veyor’s department. [July 7.] 


The Admiralty Concrete Building. 


Sir HAROLD WEBB asked the Minister of 
Works . whether the concrete building 
erected at-the west end of the Admiralty 
during the last war was to remain per- 
manently; and whether anything would be 
done to make it look less ugly. 

Mr. Key said that no decision on the 
future of this building had yet been 
taken but, for the present, labour and 
materials could not be spared either for 
its removal or for any extensive work to 
alter its appearance. [July 4.] 


Ancient Monuments. 


Mr. Key, replying to Mr. Skeffington- 
Lodge, said that annual tickets admitting 
the holder, accompanied by one other 
person, to all ancient monuments and his- 
toric buildings under the control of the 
Ministry of Works, were now available at 
the price of £1. Tickets might be obtained 
on application to the Secretary, Ministry 
of Works, Lambeth Bridge House, Lon- 
don, S.E.i, or 122, George-street, Edin- 
burgh. [June 27.] 


Rural Cottages. 


On June 30 Mr. BALpwin raised the 
question of the delay in building rural 
cottages, and, in particular, the delay in 
building cottages for farm workers. He 
gave instances and figures to prove this 
delay, and urged the Minister of Health 
to abandon the idea that only council 
houses were wanted. Surely now, after 
four years of peace, it was time that 
people who wanted to build a house 


should be allowed to do it where 
necessary. ; 
Mr. BLENKINSOP, the Parliamentary 


Secretary to the Ministry of Health, said 
he believed the Government had been 
entirely right in .concentrating the build- 
ing of new houses, as far as they could, 
around existing villages and hamlets. Up 
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to the end of March: last, some 92,000 
permanent houses had been built in the 
rural districts. A large part of these, of 
course, had been built by the local 
authorities. To-day, rural districts were 
well ahead of the rest of the country in 
post-war building of permanent houses. 
By March 31 last some 21 per cent. of 
post-war permanent houses had been built 
in rural districts which contained only 
17.6 per cent. of the population. 
Between the wars local authority build- 
ing in rural districts accounted for only 
19 per cent..of the total; it now repre- 
sented 75 per cent. One very interesting 
fact was that houses were being built now 
in rural areas on much more suitable 
sites for rural workers than they had been 


by private enterprise in the inter-war 
years. Some 15,000 local authority 
houses had been let to agricultural 


workers from the end of 1947, when rural 
councils were asked to give priority to 
rural workers, to the end of last March. 
The Government were proud of what had 
been accomplished, and would continue 
to press forward to relieve the great short- 
age in rural areas. 


Houses for Nurses. 


On June 30 Mr. BEVAN told Major 
LEGGE-BourRKE that he was prepared to 
consider on their merits and in relation 
to the building resources of the area, pro- 
posals for local health authorities for 
erection of houses specifically for district 
nurses. 


Bankside Power Station. 


Mr. SKEFFINGTON-LODGE asked the 
Minister of Fuel and Power whether he 
would make an up-to-date statement 
regarding progress in the erection of the 
new Bankside power station. 

Mr. GAITSKELL said he was informed 
by the British Electricity Authority that 
part of the foundations were now com- 
pleted and that the erection of the steel- 
work of the main building would start 
in the autumn. 

Replying to supplementary questions, 
Mr. GAITSKELL said there was no doubt 
that the sulphur fumes could be elimin- 
ated but it was a question of the cost 
involved and which of two methods was 
the better. [July 7.] 


TOTAL CLAIMS ON C.L.B. FUND 


Tue Central Land Board issued the fol- 
lowing statement on July 2: The final 
total of claims on the £300 million re- 
ceived by the Board during the twelve- 
month period which ended on June 30 
was about 935,000. 

The total sum claimed for cannot be 
estimated because many have no amount 
on them. There has not been time for 
more than a cursory examination of some 
of the claims. It is clear already, how- 
ever, that many thousands of claims will 
be “non-starters,” either on the ground 
that there will be no development value, 
or that the development value will be so 
small as not to qualify under the Act. 

The number of claims is somewhat 
above the Board’s own guess, which had 
to be made before the Town and Country 
Planning Act came into force, for the 
ordering of forms and_ explanatory 
pamphlets. u 

The Board are gratified at the public’s 
response. In the last month there were 
780.000 claims, compared with 155,000 
in the first eleven months. But on the last 
evening when the Board kept their offices 
open until midnight, comparatively few 
were handed in. The valuation staff of 
the Inland Revenue will now begin 
assessing the claims. 
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THE ORGANISATION OF BUILDING FIRMS 


P F the urgent call for greater production in the Building Industry is to be answered, 
it must mean not only harder work on the part of all but more intelligent deploy- 
ment of available resources and the most efficient organisation possible under any 


given set of circumstances. 


architect to operative: all, it will be conceded, have a part to play. 


This must apply to every side of the industry—from 


The suggestion 


was recently made by the President of the National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers (Mr. Norman Longley, F.I.O.B.) that it would be helpful if medium-size 
builders from various parts of the country would contribute to a series of articles 


outlining the set-up of their organisations. [ 
The authors and their firms must necessarily 


hope to continue weekly—follows. 


The first of this series—which we shall 


remain anonymous, but all the articles deal with the organisation of firms of high 
standing and experience, and we take this opportunity of extending our thanks to 
these contributors to a series in which builders in general may find material for thought 


and action.—EDITOR. 


1.—A Medium-size Firm 


ET out below are some notes on the 
general characteristics of the organi- 
sation of a medium-size building con- 
tracting firm with a normal payroll of 
400 to 500. It should be noted that the 
actual establishment from which the 
study is made includes a joinery works, 
but the special provisions arising from 
factory production are omitted. 

1. The business is established as a 
private limited liability company. There 
are three members, all directors. 

2. Each of the three directors is a 
full-time executive. The technical quali- 
fications of the directors enable them to 
cover top-line executive duties in the 
following fields:— 

Chairman—Builder—general 
ment. 


manage- 


Director—Surveyor—estimating, — sur- 
veying and contract management. 
Director—Designer—design and  de- 


velopment. 

3. Matters of major policy thus rest 
with a board of directors representing 
also the chief executives, with the com- 
pany secretary/accountant in attendance. 

The upper part of the organisation 
structure may be set out thus:— 
Direction 


General Management 





| | 
Technical Contract Estimating Accountancy 


Management and and 
Surveying Secretarial 
5. Although at this stage the study of 
policy framing is not attempted, two 
features may be noted, one of which has 
a far-reaching effect on the organisation 
structure. ; 

(a) The method of organisation and 
management of each contract is settled 
for each contract by those directly 
responsible for site organisation and 
execution of the works, and every en- 
couragement is given to arrange the 
highest possible degree of decentrali- 
sation. 

(b) The organisation seeks to pro- 
vide continuity of employment for 
agents, foremen, gangers and for the 
key men common to all operations, and 
to a number of operatives employed in 
bricklaying, carpentry, painting, trans- 
port and plant services. No attempt is 
‘made to set up key men for trades not 
referred to above. Any extension be- 
yond this is arranged on “ horizontal ” 
lines .by working arrangements with 
other organisations established in spe- 
cific trades, e.g., a controlling interest 
is held in a plumbing concern and in 
a plant hire business situated centrally. 
6. There is no provision in the organi- 

sation structure for personnel manage- 
ment as commonly understood. There is 
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no clearly defined functional authority for 
personnel, as this is thought to be incom- 
patible with the policy of decentralised 
operation which is the main characteris- 
tic of the business. All agents and fore- 
men are constantly reminded of the im- 
portance of personal relations with 
operatives. 

7. There are available at headquarters, 
executives competent to advise, assist and. 
if need be, provide the solution to special 
problems arising, e.g., technical, mechani- 
cal plant, personnel, welfare, training. 
office method and legal. 

8. The policy of decentralisation car- 
ries with it the principle that all con- 
tract managers, agents and general fore- 
men have, or have the ability to acquire, 
or have the means of access to, all essen- 
tial information and services necessary 
for the proper execution of the works, 
including those referred to in the preced- 
ing paragraph. 

Beyond the two features of general 
policy referred to in paragraph 5, policy 
decisions at Board level are usually con- 
cerned with specific points of a local or 
short term nature. There is no weakness 
in the definition of authority and re- 
sponsibility for specific departments and 
contracts, but there is no rigidity in the 
lines of communication between the vari- 
ous levels of authority in separate de- 
partments. This follows the principle 
of retaining throughout the staff as a 
whole personal relations between depart- 
ments to ensure action on the right lines 
at the right time. 

10. The intimate and personal charac- 
teristics in this type of business lead to 
the making of policy decisions at Board 
level in a somewhat informal manner. 

The method of promulgation of policy 
decisions taken at Board level is not laid 
down. On matters of universal interest 
there is no doubt, but even here there 
appears to be no adequate machinery for 
ensuring that these decisions are made 
known to the various levels by prede- 
termined stages. On matters of depart- 
mental or sectional interest there is no 
clarity and it is possible that senior 
executives may fail in their duty to pro- 
mulgate decisions speedily and accurately. 

There is no frequent regular confer- 
ence of senior officials at which are dis- 
cussed current developments bearing on 
policy or problems arising from execu- 
tion. This defect is more than made up 
for by the fact that they work together 
from the same base and are continually 
exchanging experiences and views. 

11. Avoiding comprehensive graphical 
presentation, the characteristics of the 
four main sub-divisions referred to in 
paragraphs 2 and 4 are set out in para- 
graphs 12 to 15. It is notable that one 
chief executive is responsible for two of 
the main lines—this position is supported 


by the underlying strength of senior ex. 
cutives in both of the sections concerned 

12. TECHNICAL. Numerically this se. 
tion is not strong. It has functional actiyj. 
ties in matters relating to general tech. 
nique, training, welfare and special wor 
where design is a paramount feature. Th: 
only direct authority is in the drawing 
office. 

13. CONTRACT MANAGEMENT. 
menting the policy feature 
graph 5(a) the General 
in all major contracts, 
executive to be_ responsible 
Chief Contracts Manager. The ma 
chosen may be an agent, or a cop. 
tracts manager with a general foremap, 
Generally speaking, there is no _ inter 
mediate authority between an agent an 
the Chief Contracts Manager, but gener 
foremen, and in minor contracts, leading 
foremen,: are usually supervised by ; 
contracts manager, e.g., 


- Impk 
In para 
Manager, 
arranges the 
to the 


Chief Contracts Manager 


| 
| 





| | | I 
Agent Agent Contracts Plant 





Manager Manager 
| 
| os | 
General General Leading 
Foreman Foreman Foreman 


It is notable here that agents and con 
tracts managers are encouraged to & 
velop initiative in their foremen by adopt 
ing the policy of delegation favoured by 
the Board. 

One important distinction between larg 
contracts supervised by an agent respor 
sible directly to the Chief Contract 
Manager and smaller contracts super 
vised by a foreman responsible to a 
contracts manager:—the agent’s sit 
organisation is invariably self-contained. 
but foremen on smaller contracts ar 
assisted in clerical work and wages by 
staff centralised by each contracts mani 
ger. 

The service provided by the Plant 
Manager is functional: only for som 
types of heavier plant are hire charges 
apportioned to specific contracts. The 
normal procedure is to spread plant 
charges over all contracts. 

14. ESTIMATING AND SURVEYING. The 
policy adopted for this important sec 
tion of the business is to set up a self: 
contained department with all essential 
staff for the clerical routines involved. 
In practice one or other of the seniors 
has first call on certain types of clet: 
cal assistance, e.g., working up, but a 
endeavour is made to keep the clerical 
service fluid, under the control of 4 
Senior Clerk, who takes responsibility 
for the clerical routines involved. 

Doubling is expected from the senior 
executives. When possible, the successful 
estimator takes over the measuring and 
settlement of a contract. Junior and pupil 
surveyors are not attached to individual 
seniors but serve the department generally 
in as wide a field as possible. 

This form of organisation may b& 
depicted as:— 
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course agents and contract managers are 
vbliged to provide such site records as 
may be specified by the responsible sur- 
veyor. 

15. ACCOUNTING AND SECRETARIAL: 
The direct authority attached to this sec- 
tion covers only the headquarters staff 
necessary for control accounting and 
general secretarial services, including typ- 
ing. filing and mailing. 

The services and functional activities 
cover all legal matters, insurance, contract 
costs, internal audit, central filing and, of 
course, all matters connected with 
accountancy and taxation. 

In practice, a complete decentralisation 
of typing service is impracticable because 
of violent fluctuation in departmental 
load, and headquarters acts as a shock 
absorber using whatever resources are 
available. 


The Handling of Business. 

To illustrate the organisation in action, 
the handling of business takes the fol- 
lowing shape:— 

Personal Relations.—There is no artifi- 
cial restriction on the approach of any 
employee to any Director or Executive. 
There is indeed a freedom of movement 
and the business retains most of the cha- 
racteristics of the family business. A 
News Sheet is published for all employees. 

Information—As a simple and _inti- 
mate method of keeping senior execu- 
tives informed they are encouraged to 
peruse all general mail, incoming and out- 
going. The underlying theory is good, 
but in practice it can only be partially 
effective in a business of this size. The 
attendance of seniors at fixed times each 
day with unfailing regularity is practi- 
cally impossible, and in consequence the 
objective is only partly achieved. Even if 
headquarters staff could take advantage 
the agents on outlying contracts are un- 
able to do so. . 

[rade Association circulars are made 
available to all concerned with minimum 
delay. 

Staff conferences for officials from fore- 
men upward are held once a year and 
at rare intervals may be convened for 
special matters. $ 

Tendering.—Decisions to tender are 
made at Board level for important work 
and by the Chief Contracts Manager for 
other work. 

Records for clerical control of tenders 
are maintained by the Secretary. The pre- 
paration and submission of tenders is con- 
trolled by the Chief Surveyor. 

Contract Preliminaries—All contracts 
are registered and tabled at Board level 
pending decision and delegation. Docu- 
ments are considered jointly by Secretary 
and Estimator. 

Delegation covers nomination of Con- 
tract Manager, Agent, Foreman, and Sur- 
veyor, and the decision is announced by 
circular to all responsible departmental 
and site staff. 

Initial action taken at headquarters in- 
cludes insurance, factory notices, alloca- 
tion of files and provision of essential 
office equipment for site. 

Conference between Estimator, Sur- 
veyor and Contract Manager is a re- 
cognised preliminary. 

Contract Progress-—There are two mat- 
ters to which all contracts are subject as 
a matter of routine. Otherwise the ar- 
Tangements for control are at the discre- 
ion of contract management. The two 
Matters are:— 


(1) Weekly returns of all prime 
documents ‘supporting expenditure 
(€.g., Wages, etc., petty cash, materials) 
and complete records of correspond- 
ence, orders, etc., dealt with at site. 


THE BUILDER 


(2) Records of work as required by 
the responsible surveyor. 

The Cost Ledger is entered by the 
Accounts Department and is available at 
all times to Contract Manager and Sur- 
veyor. At regular intervals schedules of 
cost incurred and amounts certified are 
prepared for the information of the 
senior staff. 

Minutes of all site conferences with 
the architect are made available to head- 
quarters and surveyors. Full details of 
interim certificates are provided by the 
surveyor to the accounts department. 
Confirmation and acknowledgment of 
payments on account are dealt with by 
secretary (copies to surveyor). 

Progress charts cost control and pay- 
ment by results are developing slowly 
and are largely dependent on the avail- 
ability of suitable technicians. 

Inspection of progress by the Chief 
Contracts Manager or another Director 
is a matter of routine. 








x, The next article will describe the organisa- 


tion of a firm employing about 150 men 
in the North. 
A REGIONAL PLANNING 
CONFERENCE 


‘ Limiting Future Plans 


SPEAKING at the annual regional con- 
ference of the National Housing and 
Town Planning Council at Ipswich. Mr. 
H. J. Buck, regional planning officer of 
the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning, said that development control 
required co-operation from the County 
Councils and the County District Coun- 
cils. Development plans were going to 
be very different from the plans we saw 
in the 1932 Act. He did not wish to 
criticise the very good work it-contained, 
but conditions had changed. Plans were 
‘too rigid and too ambitious. Large 
scale maps were provided which pro- 
bably tried to go into too much detail. 

Maps would not define development 
in detail, he continued. County Coun- 
cils would prepare a small scale basic 
map containing sketch outline which 
would act as a guide; County Boroughs 
would prepare a six inch map for the 
whole of their area, and six inch maps 
for the towns would act as a guide to 
the general scheme. “Those maps will 
be enlarged where large proportions will 
be expected,” he said. “We must not try 
to think too far ahead. Plans should en- 
visage no more than a 20-year period.” 

Mr. Buck said that he realised the staff 
situation was difficult and that there was 
a tendency for technical planners to be 
on a sellers’ market. 

Referring to overhead wires, Mr. Buck 
admitted that they were a nuisance, but 
thought that there would be a great deal 
of expense and disturbance involved if 
they were put underground. 

One delegate questioned the capabilities 
of planning assistants in coping with the 
individual problems of the people. He 
thought it was a good idea for them to do 
public work for a while and come into 
contact with the public. 

Mr. RYAN, permanent assistant secre- 
tary, Ministry of Health, mentioned that 
a group of housewives had carried out 
a social survey in the Easington district, 
and he commended their integrity and 
interest in promoting the planning of the 
new town at Peterlee. 

Another, point Mr. Ryan made was 
that for the last 40 years, 3-bedroomed 
houses had been much in the limelight, 
and he thought a new housing programme 
should ‘be considered to cater for larger 
and smaller families, students and single 
persons. 
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MAIDSTONE’S 400th 
BIRTHDAY 


Building Trade Presents 
Coat-of-Arms 





The coat-of-arms presented to the 
Corporation by local builders. 


(COUNCILLOR LESLIE WALLIS, 
former President of the National 
Federation and this year’s President of 
the Maidstone and District Association 
of Building Trades Employers, presided 
at a luncheon which his association gave 
on July 5 to the Mayor and Corporation 
of Maidstone to celebrate the Borough’s 
400th Anniversary of the granting of the 
first Charter of Incorporation by King 
Edward VI in 1549. The builders having 
conceived the idea that the Borough’s 
official emblem would look better if 
it. had a Crest and Supporters, they 
had asked to be allowed to use the 
occasion to make a presentation to the 
Mayor, Ald. Sir H. Garrard Tyrwhitt- 
Drake, J.P., Mayor this year for the 12th 
time, of what is in effect a new coat- 
of-arms. The builders, supported in this 
case by the local architects and quantity 
surveyors, agreed to meet the cost of the 
College of Arms’ fees as part of their con- 
tribution to the Borough’s birthday. 

The new coat-of-arms was designed by 
Mr. C. W. Scott-Giles, one of the leading 
experts in civic heraldry, in association 
with the Chester Herald. The iguanodon 
which forms part of the design is a pre- 
historic animal, the only complete speci- 
men of which was found in a gravel pit 
near Maidstone. It is thus in a sense 
Maidstone’s oldest inhabitant. This is be- 
lieved to be the first occasion on which a 
prehistoric animal has appeared in a 
heraldic design. 

Maidstone was en fete last week to cele- 
brate its birthday, and the Corporation 
turned up in strength to receive the new 
coat-of-arms. In addition, there was a 
considerable contingent from London, 
including the Vice-President of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, Mr. A. B. 
Knapp-Fisher: Sir John Wrigley, Deputy 
Secretary to the Ministry of Health; the 
President and Director of the National 
Federation, Mr. Norman Longley and 
Mr. Hearder; the President and the Direc- 
tor of the L.M.B.A., Mr. Nigel Hannen 
and Mr. Hughes; and the President of 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors, Mr. John A. F. Watson. 

After the presentation of the coat-of- 
arms by Mr. Wallis and its acceptance by 
Sir Garrard Tyrwhitt-Drake, Sir John 
Wrigley proposed ‘the toast of the build- 
ing industry and the party adjourned to 
examine the display which the builders 
had organised in the Industrial Exhibition 
which Maidstone is holding in connection 
with its Civic Week. Before leaving, Mr. 
Nigel Hannen, President of the London 
Master Buiiders’ Association, expressed 
the thanks of the visitors to Mr. Wallis 
and the Maidstone Builders’ Association. 
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
Half-Yearly Meeting at Brighton 


BUILDERS’ FULL SUPPORT FOR 
** OPERATION RECOVERY ” 
The President’s Address 


gs WE building trades employers are 

determined to do our part to help 
the nation on its way back to economic 
health. We have a vital part to play in 
‘Operation Recovery.’ We will play our 
part by doing all in our power to put 
up the houses and other buildings more 
quickly, bring down their costs, use more 
widely and more quickly the latest results 
of modern research and, last but not least, 
see that the young men employed in our 
industry have increased facilities for 
technical training,” said Mr. NORMAN 
LONGLEY, President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
speaking at the half-yearly meeting of the 
Federation at the Royal Pavilion, Brigh- 
ton, on Wednesday. 

Mr. Longley continued: “The recent 
housing debate in the House of Commons 
and the subsequent statement by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on our 
economic crisis have emphasised once 
again the urgent need for increased out- 
put and lowered costs in the building 
industry—as in all industries. In the 
housing debate, speakers on both sides of 
the House used the Girdwood Report on 
Housebuilding Costs to try to put over 
almost opposite points of view, but no 
amount of discussion could alter the fact 
that this Report, which only dealt with 
the period up to October, 1947, showed 
that the cost of building materials (other 
than timber prices which are controlled 
by the Government) and wages had not 
increased more than costs generally. And 
as it stated that builders were not making 
unreasonable profits, the Report gave Mr. 
Aneurin Bevan no reason for accusing 
them of cupidity. 

““We know from experience that the 
difficulties of housebuilding have been 
such that on many schemes no net profit 
at all has been made. The Girdwood 
Report did emphasise, however, that there 
had been a considerable drop in output 
compared with pre-war. On this I feei 
confident that, partly owing to the im- 
provements in the materials position,. and 
partly to the adoption of a payment-by- 
results scheme on an ever-increasing num- 
ber of jobs, the next Report of the Com- 
mittee will show an increased rate of 
output since 1947. Our task—building 
trades employers as well as operatives—is 
to see that this progress is accelerated, 
to redouble our efforts to reduce costs and 
to do nothing that will increase them. 

“What the industry has got to do 
is to solve the problem of linking out- 
put to wages—the employers’ profits have 
always been so linked—and I know of no 
other way under a policy of full eniploy- 
ment than the adoption of systems of 
incentives.” 

The President continued: “We build- 
ing trades employers know that, unless 
costs can be reduced, either the already 
high subsidies for local authority homes 
will have to be increased or the pro- 
gramme of subsidised houses reduced. 
Here the private builder can help con- 
siderably if he is given a freer hand. Our 
advice to Mr. Bevan is not only ‘Let 
the Builders Build,’ but also ‘Let the 
Families Choose.’ If families can prove 
their need for accommodation they, and 
not the Government or the local author- 
ity, should decide whether they should 


live in a heavily subsidised local authority 
house, or in one built to meet their own 
requirements without costing the rates or 
the taxes one penny piece. 

“In his speech in the House of Com- 
mons, Mr. Bevan was critical of the work 
of the private builder between the two 
wars, but he knows better than most 
that it was only a minority of the houses 
built during that period which were sited 
along main roads, and that many iocal 
authorities also were guilty of ribbon 
development. As for the future, he knows 
that the Town and Country Planning Act, 
coupled with the rule of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
which requires its members, when build- 
ing houses for sale or to be let privately, 
to conform to the standard set by the 
National House-Builders Registration 
Councu, wilt ensure that all future houses 
are properly sited and properly con- 
structed.” 

During the meeting, Mr. Longley made 
a presentation of a set of chairs of the 
Cromwell period to Mr. Sleeman (imme- 
diate past-President) and Mrs. Sleeman. 


THE INTERIM REPORT 
Interview Sought with Mr. Bevan 


[HE interim report of the National 

Federation was presented at the half- 
yearly meeting. Particular attention is 
drawn to the opening section, which 
deals with the position of the building 
industry in the light of the national 
economic position as envisaged by the 
Economic Survey for 1949 and develop- 
ments in the international balance of pay- 
ments position since its issue. The report 
makes it clear that the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers is 
aware that the general well-being of the 
building industry is tied up with the 
national economy as a whole. 

The section dealing with the housing 
position discloses that, although the num- 
ber of houses being constructed by private 
enterprise has slightly risen since the be- 
ginning of the year, building trades 
employers engaged in private enterprise 
housebuilding are not satisfied with the 
position, and are seeking an interview with 
the Minister of Health to ask him to relax 
or abolish the 1:4 ratio or, alternatively, 
to take action to ensure that this propor- 
tion is actually achieved. At the present 
time the needs of that section of the 
public who wish to buy houses are not 
being met, one of the difficulties being 
that the local authorities having the largest 
quotas and thus having the largest 
number of licences available for private 
enterprise have, in general, already fully 
built-up areas. A joint liaison committee 
between the N.F.B.T.E. and the Minister 
of Health has been set up on this prob- 
lem, and, whilst the Minister has no 
objection to arrangements whereby licences 
for private houses issued by one local 
authority can be utilised in the area of 
another authority, their success is depen- 
dent upon both the authorities being in 
agreement and their consent is not easy 
to obtain. 

The report also deals with the question 
of the supply of building materials and 
points out that there is little likelihood of 
the timber position being any easier in the 
remainder of this year than it was in 1948. 
The opinion is expressed that a more 
judicious export policy would relieve the 
supply position to a considerable extent. 
There is no suitable substitute for timber. 
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It points out that such materials as are 
used are costly and are in great demand 
by the export industries. To quote the 
report: ‘It would appear to be more in 
the interests of the country to export the 
available supply of these materials in the 
form of manufactured goods and, with the 
foreign currency thus obtained, to secure 
further supplies of timber so urgently 
needed here.” 


The “ Near-ripe ” Concession. 

In dealing with the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, the report recalls that 
the Central Land Board Advisory Com- 
mittee, on which the Federation is repre- 
sented, advised the Board, which advice 
the Board accepted, to make an extension 
to the “ near-ripe ’” concession to apply to 
land held by builders who had either no 
pre-war development on which to base a 
ration or less than two years’ develop- 
ment. The report then goes on to refer 
to the establishment, by the Minister of 
Works, of the Advisory Council on Build- 
ing and Civil Engineering Research and 
Development and to the appointment of 
two Federation members as representa- 
tives on that Council. The interim report 
stresses the need for more intensive re- 
search in the industry and the quicker 
application of new methods on the site. 

Attention is drawn also in the report to 
the importance of education and training 
in the industry and a restatement of the 
Federation intention to redouble its efforts 
to ensure that the education of building 
trades personnel was second to no other 
industry in the country. 


Training of General Foremen. 


On the question of the training of 
general foremen the report states: “ Good 
progress continues to be made both in 
London and the provinces in the setting- 
up at technical colleges of courses... . In 
May the first full-time course in general 
foremanship was started in London at the 
Building Crafts Training School run by 
the Worshipful Company of Carpenters. 
The industry is indebted to the Worship- 
ful Company for their far-sighted gene- 
rosity in providing these facilities. Lec- 
turers for this course, which is being 
attended by general foremen from Lon- 
don, have been drawn from the Foremen’s 
Associations, from L.M.B.A. members, 
and from the Ministry of Works staff. The 
course, scheduled to last for four weeks, 
is to be followed by a second course at 
which it is hoped there will be an attend- 
ance of general foremen not only from the 
London Region but from neighbouring 
areas. These full-time courses are open 
to the whole country, and applications in 
connection with them should be sent to 
the Director of the School (Mr. H. G. 
Tilley, 153, Great Titchfield-street, Lon- 
don, W.1). 


Nomination to Sub-Contractors. 


“The Contracts Committee have been 
concerned with the increase in recent years 
of the practice of nominating sub- 
contractors, and thus removing the selec- 
tion of sub-contractors from the control 
of the main contractor. It is the view of 
the committee that the practice of nomina- 
tion tends to increase the cost of building 
and to reduce- competition. . .. Ata 
meeting in June, the Joint Contracts Tr- 
bunal decided to invite its constituent 
bodies to appoint representatives to serve 
on a sub-committee to examine the pre- 
sent practice of nomination and in pat- 
ticular to review the principles upon which 
the pre-draft Code of Practice was based 
and to consider such modifications to it 
as might be necessary in. the light of 
modern developments.” 
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R.IL.B.A. FORM OF CONTRACT 
Practice Notes Nos. 9-18 Issued 


PHE following Practice Notes, Nos. 9- 
18, on the R.I.B.A. Standard Form 
of Building Contract have been issued by 
the Joint Contracts Tribunal representa- 
tive of the R.I.B.A., the R.LC.S., and 
the N.F.B.T.E. 

PRACTICE Note (9).—The Tribunal con- 
sidered whether Clause 5 (c) of the 
R.I.B.A. 1948 Standard Form of Contract 
contemplated and gave the architect the 
right to order the test of a floor in situ 
and generally whether the testing referred 
to in that clause extended to the testing 
of executed work. 

The Tribunal were of the opinion that 
Clause 5 contemplated tests of cement 
or concrete cubes or unfixed materials 
only and did not cover the testing of 
materials when built into the job. 

PracticE Note (10).—The Tribunal 
expressed the following opinions in 
regard to the effect of incentive schemes 
upon contracts :— 

(a) The Tribunal endorsed the opinion 
given by the clerk to the National Joint 
Council that Para 1 (i) of the Summary 
of Settlement Regarding Incentives and 
Wages, etc., of October 20, 1947, issued 
by the National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry means that before each 
task covered by a scheme starts to 
operate on a site or job the target and 
bonus payments must be fixed by the 
employer and agreed with the employees 
concerned in the carrying out of the 
task. ‘“‘Beforehand” in this paragraph 
does not mean before entering into a 
contract. 

(b) It was agreed that in prime cost 
plus profit or fixed fee contracts the 
adoption of a scheme of incentives was 
at the option of the building owner be- 
cause the building owner had the right 
to decide what expenses should be 
incurred. 

(c) It was agreed that in lump sum 
contracts the contractor could initiate an 
incentive scheme without reference to the 
building owner. but he was not entitled 
to claim any addition to the contract sum 
on that account. 


Remeasurement of Items. 

Practice Note (11).—The opinion of 
the Tribunal was asked regarding prac- 
tice in the matter of the remeasurement 
of items in the Bills of Quantities not 
marked “ provisional.” The following 
extract from Clause 10 of the R.I.B.A. 
1948 Standard Form of Contract was 
noted.— 

“Any error in description or in 
quantity in or omission of items from 
the Bills in Quantities shall not vitiate this 
contract, but shall be rectified and treated 


as a variation.” 

It was agreed therefore that both 
parties had the right to require the 
remeasurement of. any items, but that in 
practice such right would be exercised 
reasonably. 

The opinion was accordingly expressed 
(a) that both the quantity surveyor and 
the contractor had the right to insist on 
a remeasurement of items and/or sections 
of a bill of quantities not marked ‘ ‘pro- 
visional”; (b) where items or sections 
were marked “ provisional” they must be 
remeasured in any case. 

Practice Note (12)—The Tribunal 
considered the practice reported to them 
y licensing officers of borrowing the 
Driced bills of quantities before issuing a 
building licence. 

It was agreed that the priced bills of 


quantities were confidential and should 
not be disclosed to the licensing officer 
without the consent of the contractor. In 
order that the licensing officer might ” 
informed of the extent of the work, 
was suggested either that a blank bill of 
quantities might be furnished or an invi- 
tation extended to the officer to inspect 
the bills at the architect’s office. 
Practice Nore (13).—It was the 
opinion of the Tribunal that, where a 
basic price for timber had been inserted 
in the list attached to the bills of quan- 
tities, adjustment for variation of cost 
should be made in respect of timber used 
in formwork. This opinion was reached 
on the ground that timber used in form- 
work should be regarded as consumable 
stores and not by way of plant. In 
ascertaining the amount of the adjust- 


ment, account would be taken of the 
value of timber salvaged by the con- 
tractor. 


The Tribunal appreciated the difficulties 
which would arise if materials not in- 
corporated in the work but used by way 
of plant were held to be subject to the 
fluctuation provisions. 

Practice Note (14).—The Tribunal 
were invited to recommend that timber 
should be described in bills of quantities 
or specification as “best quality timber 
obtainable under licence.” The Tribunal 
called attention to the terms of Clause 5 
of the R.I.B.A. 1948 Standard Form of 
Contract which provides for the supply 
of material as described in the bills of 
quantities “so far as procurable.” 


Articles Subject to Purchase Tax. 

PRACTICE Note (15).—The Tribunal was 
of the opinion that:— 

(1) Where an article subject to 
purchase tax was the subject of a p.c. 
sum under clause 22, “the net cost to 
be defrayed” by the contractor was the 
cost plus purchase tax and from that 
amount 5 per cent. cash discount was 
deductable. 

(2) Where the article subject to purchase 
tax was specified in the list attached to 
the bills of quantities under clause 25A 
(2) and the basic price of that article 
was increased by reason of an addition of 
purchase tax, the amount of such 
addition was reimbursable net to the 
centractor. 

PRACTICE NOTE (16).—In regard to day- 
works carried out under Clause 9 (c) of 
the R.I.B.A. 1948 Standard Form of 
Contract the Tribunal was of opinion 
that the contractor was entitled to be 
paid for profit and overheads on the 
actual cost of wages in dayworks at the 
time the work was done, unless the bills 
of quantities otherwise provided. 

Practice Note (17).—The Tribunal 
were invited to consider whether, and if 
so in what circumstances, any reduction 
in the rate of premium for employers’ 
liability insurance due to the abolition 
of workmen’s compensation insurance 
should be set off against the increase in 
statutory insurance contributions provided 
for under the National Insura&ce Acts 
where, in accordance with the views ex- 
pressed in Practice Note 8, that increase 
was reimbursable to the contractor. 

It was the opinion of the Tribunal 
that where reimbursement of the increase 
in statutory insurance was ex gratia, any 
saving might properly be taken into 
account in calculating the payment to be 
made to the contractor, but if the pay- 


85 


ment of increases in statutory insurance 
contributions was contractual, then there 
was no justification for any set off. It 
was noted, however, that the amount of 
the saving due to the abolition of work- 
men’s compensation insurance would 
depend upon the individual circumstances. 
of each, contractor. 

Practice Note (18).—The Tribunal 
were of the opinion that the priced bills 
of quantities remain the property of the 
contractor and that the payment of a 
deposit for obtaining the tender docu- 
ments did not alter this position. 


MASTER PLASTERERS 


Affiliation to N.F.B.T.E. 


ON July 6 an agreement was signed 
by which the Federation of Plastering 
Contractors becomes an_ organisation 
affiliated to the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers and _ is 
recognised as the representative body of 
master plasterers within the Federation. 
It will continue to deal with all ques- 
tions affecting the interests of master 
plasterers subject to the control on ques- 
tions of major industrial policy by the 
Council of the N.F.B.T.E. To ensure 
liaison the Council of the National Fed- 
eration of Plastering Contractors will 
nominate one of its members to serve on 
the Council of the N.F.B.T.E. and on 
the N.F.B.T.E.’s Wages and Conditions 
Committee, and the N.F.B.T.E. Council 
will similarly be represented on the 
Council of the Plasterers’ Federation. 

Speaking before the agreement was 
signed, MR. NORMAN LONGLEY, president, 
N.F.B.T.E., said that his Federation wel- 
comed this move on the. part of the 
plasterers as evidence of their belief that 
much useful work could be done within 
the framework of the N.F.B.T.E. on be- 
half of the interests of master plasterers. 
He hoped that both nationally and 
regionally they would build up and 
maintain a i and lively organisa- 
tion. Mr. W. RopForD (president of 
the hth ot of Plastering Contractors) 
said that master plasterers had always 
been loyal individual members of the 
National Federation. He was sure that 
now that their own Federation had been 
recognised by the N.F.B.T.E., their 
organisation would be greatly streng- 
thened; there was much work to be done 
in the interests of the craft. He intended 
to write to all federated master 
plasterers in the country asking for their 
vigorous support to ensure the satisfac- 
tory working of the new arrangement. 
Each member would receive at the same 
time a copy-of the model specification 
for plastering work which had just been 
issued by the National House-Builders 
Registration Council. 

The administration of the National 
Federation of Plastering Contractors will 
in future be carried on from the head- 
quarters of the N.F.B.T.E. at 82, New 
Cavendish-street, London, W.1. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Nesting and Folding Chairs. 

The Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise have announced that “ nesting” 
chairs, i.e., chairs having non-collapsible 
frames which are designed to bed down 
on one another for purposes of storage, 
will, in future, be regarded as not charge- 
able with purchase tax. This decision 
will apply to all “ nesting ” chairs as des- 
cribed, with or without arms and whether 
upholstered or not. Folding chairs (some- 
times termed “stacking” chairs) in any 
material remain, however. chargeable 
with tax at the rate of 334 per cent. either 
under group 11 or group 16, as appro- 
priate. 
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CPERATIVES’ VIEWS 
ON NATIONALISATION 


Mr. Adams’s Address to 
A.U.B.T.W. 


Views on the operation of incentives 
payments and on public ownership 
of the building industry are contained in 
the presidential address which Mr. 
Harry ADAMS will deliver to the 22nd 
national delegate conference of the Amal- 
gamated Union of Building Trade 
Workers at Bridlington on Monday next. 
After referring to a decline in member- 
ship of over 4,000, the President writes:— 
* Wages will come under critical review 
at this conference and in the course of 
negotiations between our representatives 
through the N.F.B.T.O. and the employers 
during the coming months. I do not pro- 
pose to prejudge the decision of this con- 
ference on the matter, other than to em- 
phasise the need for improvement. 

“We welcome the introduction of the 
new method of calculating labourers’ 
‘wages. We rejoice in the increases they 
have received and are due to receive. The 
lessening of the differential between them 
and the craftsmen represents an advance. 
We shall be discussing the operation of 
the bonus payments system. It is a ques- 
tion bristling with problems. Bonus 
schemes have not been adopted by many 
employers, and where adopted vary con- 
siderably. Many employers, separately or 
through their local Associations, have de- 
cided against bonus schemes despite the 
insistence of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers that payment 
by results must be a feature in earnings 
of operatives in the building industry. 

“There are things to be said for and 
against the ¢ystem. Unquestionably it 
has augmented the wages of those engaged 
on it. It may have helped to increase out- 
put. We know, from experience, that it 
Stimulates ‘tthe urge to place quantity 
before quality and tends to create resent- 
ments, disunity, frictions and troubles of 
all kinds. I feel the need for a clearer 
definition of our attitude. Indeed, we must 
now decide that attitude because shortly 
the two years’ trial period will be ended. 

“Whether bonus payments have given 
the ‘incentives’ to increase production or 
not, the fact remains that production has 
increased. 

“This enhanced production is probably 
partly due to building getting more into 
its stride; to the falling away from the 
industry of numbers of inefficient persons 
and firms who entered to take advantage 
of the exorbitant demand for repair and 
decoration immediately the war ended; to 
better organisation and management on 
the sites, the greater availability of ma- 
terials, and so on. 


Building as a Social Service. 

“Meanwhile, we and all other building 
workers must do all we can to develop 
the demand for the public ownership of 
the building industry and its efficient 
Organisation as a social service. We must 
intensify our endeavour to improve 
organisation on the sites through com- 
plete trade unionism, the greater willing- 
ness of members to act as card stewards, 
and the formation of joint production 
committees. We must intensify our en- 
deavour in social and political life, 
through the trades councils and local 
Labour movements to foster the develop- 
ment and carrying out of direct labour 
schemes—those practical . experimental 
thrusts towards public ownership—while 
doing all else to create the driving force 
of public opinion towards our aim. 


Mr. Adams _ continues: “We ‘have 





THE BUILDER 


reached the stage when a supreme effort 
must be made to raise the standards of 
building. The period of frenzied impro- 
visation, of make-shift construction, has 
gone on long enough. The quality of 
building must be improved. All buildings 
should now be made to embody the best 
workmanship. Our old towns must be 
rebuilt, our new towns must be built in 
the worthiest way to meet the needs of 
the modern world. A grand revival in 
building craftsmanship is the first essen- 
tial. .. . Basically this revival in crafts- 
manship depends on the manner in which 
our best craftsmen pass on their know- 
ledge and experience, both to the lads 
and their adult fellow workers.” 


Six resolutions pressing for nationalisa- 
tion of the industry are down for debate. 
They come from Glasgow (2), Little- 
hampton, Worcester, Edinburgh, Whitley 
Bay and Wycombe (supported by Barry). 


INCENTIVES 
N.F.B.T.O. Regional Reports 


A SUMMARY of comments on the 
= bonus payment scheme of October, 
1947, contained in regional reports of 
the N.F.B.T.O., appears in the current 
issue of “The Operative Builder,” the 
Federation’s journal. The summary is 
here, reproduced in its entirety: — 

The regional secretaries’ annual reports 
for last year carry some comments on 
the bonus payment scheme agreed in 
October, 1947. It has always been diffi- 
cult to gain sufficient knowledge on the 
subject of bonus payments which would 
justify outright judgment and so we are 
interested to see whether and, if so, how 
the scheme is given actual effect to. 

In London it is reported that some 
successful incentive schemes have been 
applied on large-scale constructional 
work, and that sums varying from £2 to 
£3 per week were individually earned. The 
most successful scheme is stated to have 
been that sponsored by the L.C.C. on 
their new cottage estates. An interim 
report of the L.C.C. showed a saving of 
£48 per house. As we suspected, there 
are employers who chose the easy way of 
giving a higher wage instead of seeking 
to work out a proper bonus scheme. This 
high rate is not, of course, linked to pro- 
duction and costs are thus increased. The 
regional secretary says the specialist sub- 
contractors are particularly reluctant to 
introduce incentive schemes. Constant 
pressure has been exerted to get main- 
tenance work covered, but this is stated 
to be a very difficult, if not impossible, 
proposition. The danger of the extension 
of sub-contracting for labour only is re- 
cognised. 

The bonus payment scheme in the 
Southern Counties has had very little 
effect. If it does operate few seem to 
know much about it. Here, too, employers 
generally are alleged to be offering other 
inducements such as unofficial rates; here, 
too, the “labour only ” employer is made 
the subject of critical comment. 

The bonus scheme is stated not to have 
“caught on” in the South-Western 
Region and more employers are paying 
an increased rate than operating the 
scheme..4Less than a dozen employers in 
the region have lodged particulars with 
their regional secretary. While the 
scheme may be more extensively applied 
than appears, the point is that it is very 
difficult to obtain information or favour- 
able comment on it. 

In the Midland Region, too, the 
“labour only” issue has been causing 
serious difficulty. Employers responsible 
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for task work are men of straw and quite 
incapable of observing even the most 
primitive welfare conditions. 

In South Wales, as elsewhere, it has 
proved a most difficult task to compile 
any proper record of bonus schemes. The 
regional secretary states that “. . . Despite 
the fullest information supplied to the 
membership, as to what they are entitled 
to under the arrangement in connection 
with this scheme, one finds the most fan- 
tastic compilation of bonus schedules, to 
which operatives have either agreed, or 
accepted without comment. In other in- 
stances, bonus schedules have been drawn 
up without regard to a proper basic out- 
put, and, whilst bonuses have been paid, 
it has not been on higher production 
but on an uneconomic basic output.” 
Most of the operatives dislike bonus 
schedules and the regional secretary re- 
commends a “decent burial” for the 
scheme. Any improvement should be by 
way of a higher wage and not by way of 
bonus. ; 

The North-Western regional secretary 
finds it difficult to be precise, as do his 
colleagues elsewhere. Particulars of 
schemes are sent in sealed envelopes and 
filed unopened. (What there is to be 
gained by making a report which no one 
is ever likely to see, we are completely 
at a loss to understand.) It is estimated 
that between 15 and 20 per cent. of the 
larger construction jobs have bonus 
schemes. There is no evidence to show 
that operatives are refusing to co-operate, 
but rather the reverse—‘ either that the 
yields are too low or that the employer 
has refused to introduce a scheme.” Earn- 
ings are said to vary widely. At Roch- 
dale, on the housing site, an additional 
£2 10s. per week was the average paid 
over a year, while at Sellafield the extra 
was a mere 5s. The regional secretary 
significantly reports that the best schemes 
are those where T.U. organisation is good, 
and he holds that production has sub- 
stantially improved where bonus is ap- 
plied with imaginatiqn and the full co- 
operation of the operatives. On a par- 
ticular site named, good organisation, a 
first-class joint committee, and a very 
good agent completed 97 houses in nine 
months; bonus was high and the first 
tenants took occupation four months 
from the starting date. It is common 
for a higher wage to be given where 
bonus is not applied. The regional secre- 
tary feels that the agreement needs re- 
vision to ensure proper control over it. 

In the Northern Counties it has proved 
difficult to gain any reliable information 
about the scheme. The employers refuse 
to discuss the possibility of a uniform 
target, as a result of which there is con- 
siderable variation. Where there are fair 
schedules production has shown an in 
crease, but other scheduled jobs have re- 
verted to a time-working basis, The 
regional secretary comments unfavour- 
ably on the uncertainty and secrecy sur- 
rounding the issue. 

The Scottish employers have refused to 
give effect to the bonus agreement. 
Although it is stated that many un- 
official schemes apply, the only one agreed 
by the Scottish N.J.C. is for the slating 
trade. 

In Ireland, which, as may be generally 
known, is not covered by the joint 
machinery for Great Britain, no approval 
has been given to the introduction of 
bonus schemes, although some employers 
were applying them. Where this was so 
a stop was put to the practice. The 
regional secretary states that firms anxious 
to introduce bonus payments have very 
poor conditions as a whole and require 
constant vigilance. 
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**APPRENTICESHIP 
SCHEME IS MAKING 
PROGRESS” 


Minister of Works’ Address 


muat considerable progress had been 
made in the past three years following 
the opening of the national register for 
building apprentices, was a view expressed 
by Mr. CHARLES Key, M.P., Minister of 
Works, when he spoke at the 12th meet- 
ing of the Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council held at the Institution 
of Civil Engineers in London on July 5. 

Mr. Key, who afterwards presented 
certificates to successful candidates in 
this year’s scholarship examinations, said 
the register of apprentices contained at 
present 41,500 names of boys who had 
entered into apprenticeship arrangements 
by indenture in accordance with the 
national scheme of the industry, and of 
that number 28,000 still remained in 
training. 

He continued:—This is considerable 
progress when it is remembered that the 
national registration scheme eommenced 
a little over three years ago. But since 
the period of apprenticeship is five years, 
and the annual intake should be 22,000, 
there is an obvious gap yet to be closed. 

Certificates of completion of training 
have been issued to over 5,000 boys 
who have become craftsmen; but here 
again there is a wide gap between boys 
completing apprenticeship and the num- 
ber obtaining these certificates as evidence 
of craft ability. The wider recognition of 
this certificate adds to its value through- 
out the country, and should prove a sure 
credential to employers when contem- 
plating engagement of craftsmen. 

We have made an auspicious start 
along the road of making good the 
colossal war damage to the buildings of 
the country, but it is, after all, only a 
start that has been made. We still need 
more houses, not only for those who 
have not yet been fortunate enough to 
get a home of their own, but for the 
rehousing of the millions of people living 
in sub-standard conditions; we need many 
more schools for the improved. education 
of the youth of the nation, hospitals and 
clinics for the Health Service, and other 
classes of building too numerous to 
mention. All this calls for the main- 
tenance of a large force of skilled 
workers. Moreover, the standard of 
their skill must be steadily raised, for 
each advancement in the social condition 
of a people calls for the advancement in 
the skill and technique of those providing 


the service upon which, the advance 
depends. 
The Building Apprenticeship and 


Training Council have always recognised 
the need for the development of senior 
full-time courses at technical colleges for 
boys who have received a good general 
education up to the age of 16 or over. 
lam happy to say that such; development 
is taking place. There are now, under 
the auspices of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and the Scottish Education Depart- 
ment, 11 courses approved for national 


diplomas in building technology in 
England and Wales and three in 
Scotland. 


At the university level there are two 
centres—Cardiff and Manchester—offer- 
ing specialised degree courses in building 
science and technique. I should like very 
much to see this field enlarged when 
circumstances permit, and every univer- 
sity maintaining a faculty of building. 
This I look upon as the most promising 
round for producing the future leaders 
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of the building industry, and it is by 
no means one of the least of the good 
works of the Council that in their wel- 
fare scheme they have opened the door 
of our universities to a number of the 
most promising lads. 

This year help has again been forth- 
coming by gifts from the N.F.B.T.O., 


the South Wales Federation and the 
N.F.B.T.E. To all these bodies we 
tender our most grateful thanks. They 


have enabled the Council to bestow five 
scholarships this year. In addition, a 
number of book tokens has again been 
awarded to apprentices and full-time 
building students for their outstanding 
work. 

An important and perhaps one of the 
most spectacular aspects of training. has 
been provided by the Apprentice Master 
Scheme, which has shown the value of 
the personal interest of master, the use- 
fulness of chosen instructors, and the im- 
portance of close co-operation with the 
education authorities. The general nature 
of this scheme provides for an approved 
contractor employing apprentices under 
skilled supervision and training on crafts- 
men work, the extra cost above that for 
normal methods’ being’ borne _ by 
the Government. The work consists, in 
the main, of housing, and up to date over 
1,000 houses have been completed and 
1,500 are under construction. The cost 
of training works out at the rate of 
£120 per annum per boy. 

By the end of the current financial year 
the Government will have spent in the 
region of three-quarters of a million 
pounds by way of meeting the extra costs 
of the scheme. The money has been 
well spent and the results give cause for 
much satisfaction, Between 5,000 and 
6,000 boys have received or are receiving 
training in the scheme, and 3,300 have 
transferred to normal apprenticeship— 
but, nevertheless, the scheme involves a 
very considerable expenditure falling on 
Public Funds, and with a gradual return 
to more normal conditions we must look 
to the industry itself to shoulder the 
responsibility for its recruitment. 
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Helicon floors are light, 
rigid, fire-proof, sound- 
resisting and hygienic, 
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Helicon. Architects and engineers appreciate 
its fitness for purpose—they appreciate, too, 
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The winners of scholarships are:— 
Eamon Thomas Sarson, of 7, Grove- 
square, New Ferry, Cheshire; Charles 
David Lewis, of 6, Station-road, Dover- 
court, Harwich, Essex; Norman Charles 
Bickford, of 18, Vivian-road, Sketty, 
Swansea; Edward Carr, of 69, Blackburn- 
street, Blackburn, Lancs; Royden John 
Ambrose, of 35, Oldfield-road, Coventry. 


BUILDING SCHOOL AT 
EAST HAM 
L.M.B.A. Director’s Visit 


N R. G.H. A. HUGHES, director of the 
= London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion, in an encouraging speech to boys 
of the East Ham Secondary Technical 
School of Building, on July 7, impressed 
upon them the importance of a thorough 
knowledge of the basic principles of 
building as the preliminary step to the 
study of any particular branch of the 
industry. “Che more interest you take 
in your job,” he said, “and the greater 
your love for it, the more you will be 
compensated by becoming expert crafts- 
men and deriving immense enjoyment 
from your work.” Mr. Hughes sug- 
gested that they might read the history 
of England, and particularly of London, 
and its buildings and so discover why 
things were Gothic, Norman and Tudor 


—even why there were such things as 
* prefabs.” 
The industry was hindered to-day by 


circumstances outside its control and 
could not build as it wished, but the time 
would arrive when curtains, lace and 
iron alike, would be lifted, when gold 
and silver would again be common cur- 
rency and when all restrictions from 
which the industry was suffering at 
present would be gone. Then, those who 
were apprentices now could erect build- 
ings of which they would be truly proud. 

Assuring the youngsters that there was 
enough building work to be done to 
keep the industry busy for very many 
more years, Mr. Hughes reminded them 
that the buildings they would erect as 
the craftsmen of to-morrow would re- 
main after them; as the cathedrals of 
the Middle Ages which stood to-day 
were ‘monuments to craftsmen of those 
times. 

Before giving his address, the director 
of the L.M.B.A. presented school prizes 
and awards to a number of pupils. 

In presenting the Report, Mr. N. 
Howdill, B.Sc., the head of the school. 
said it was not their aim to produce a 
craftsman in three years, but to provide 
as broad a general education as possible 
and also to give the boys some insight 
into the trades connected with building. 
Employers, he said, were taking more 
and more interest in the general educa- 
tional attainments of boys applying for 
apprenticeship. 

A rather disturbing feature that had 
been more pronounced during the past 
two years was parents’ wish for arrange- 
ments to be made for the withdrawal of 
their sons before the completion of the 
course. It appeared that parents were 
more at fault than the boys. They were 
too easily swayed and did not appreciate 
the advantages to be gained in the long 
run. Relations with employers, he said, 
were very friendly; firms were willing to 
co-operate and asked for more boys 
when former pupils had been promoted. 


An Exhibition of Work. 


An exhibition of work by pupils in 
the various departments was displayed 
in a number of classrooms where boys 
described details of the articles on show 
and readily answered visitors’ questions. 
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THE VALUE OF THE 
BASIC SURVEY 


A Prelude to Redevelopment 


[THE value to local authorities of mak- 

ing a basic survey of the areas under 
their control to provide information re- 
quired for the preparation of redevelop- 
ment plans, was stressed by Mr. F. J. 
Cave, B.Sc., A.M.I.C.E., A.R.LC.S., in 
a paper entitled “The Application of a 
Basic Survey to the Work of a Local 
Authority,” delivered at the Health Con- 
gress of the Royal Sanitary Institute at 
Brighton. 

Before describing a typical survey car- 
ried out in the London borough of Wil- 
lesden, where he is assistant civil engin- 
eer, Mr. Cave spoke of the new role of 
local authorities since the passing of the 
1947 Town and Country Planning Act. 
He said: 

“In the course of time the local 
authority may become the legal ground 
landlords of large parts of their areas, 
with all the advantages which accrue to 
both parties by the control of land use 
through covenants of a lease enforce- 
able in a court of law. The local 
authorities are therefore compelled to 
adopt from the start the well-tried lease- 
hold system as the vehicle of good land 
management of the towns’ land. 

“If this system is to be successful the 
land use policy must be determined and 
the covenants drafted, in accordance with 
good estate management practice, and 
the local authority must follow a logi- 
cal and consistent management policy 
over a long term of years. Also, re- 
development must be carried out in a 
financially sound and profitable manner. 
They must encourage necessary and desir- 
able development. It follows that the 
Central Land Board must not be com- 
pelled, after the transitional period, to 
levy a rigid 100 per cent. development 
charge. A variable development charge 
is only possible, however, if a positive 
land use policy can be formulated and 
operated, and this depends largely on 
the machinery employed, the quality of 
its direction, and the relationship de- 
veloped between the individual and the 
State. The local authority must now 
enter the neglected realm of urban estate 
management and rediscover the principles 
and art which produced the finer examples 
of city planning in the past. 

“ The 1947 Act recognises that the man- 
agement policy is a matter of local con- 
cern when it provides that the local 
authorities shall be consulted by the plan- 
ning authority in the preparation or revis- 
ion of the development plan. It is just 
as futile for the planning authority to 
try to impose a detailed land use and 
management policy on the local authority 
who have to administer it as it is for the 
local authority to attempt to formulate 
their policy without considering the reg- 
ional problems. It must obviously be 
a co-operative effort if it is to be suc- 
cessful. 

“The development plan is only in 
general terms, and will allow considerable 
latitude in the uses permitted in the var- 
ious use zones. It is a general statement of 
the management policy to be adopted, 
and is necessary to ensure that the local 
policy fits in with the land use policies 
on the regional and national scales. This 
conception of the purpose of the develop- 
ment plan is fundamentally different 
from that of the ‘scheme map’ required 
by previous town planning acts. 

“Planning cannot be separated success- 
fully from management, but both can 
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be exercised on different levels, local, 
county, regional, and national. Some de- 
gree of delegation of powers by the plan- 
ning authority to the local authority, and 
close co-operation between the two, is 
therefore essential if the 1947 Act is to 
Operate successfully. The strategy of 
planning on the different level requires 
a reconnaisance to collect the relevant 
facts and an appreciation report both of 
a type suitable for the level on which it 
is being exercised. The tactics of local 
administration and management also can 
be applied successfully after assembling 
and considering the information required 
for the more detailed management policy 
at that level.” 

Mr. Cave said the objects of the sur- 
vey were (i) to provide information on 
the essentially local matters of which the 
local representatives ought to have a par- 
ticularly detailed knowledge, so that the 
consultations with the planning authority 
should be well directed and mutually 
beneficial and (ii) to provide certain basic 
information in some detail so that the 
local authority could formulate and ad- 
minister the local planning and manage- 
ment policy within the framework of the 
development plan. 

This type of survey does not involve 
research in the true sense. It is the 
collection, analysis, and representation, in 
a form in which it can be used, of infor- 
mation already available and probably 
well known to at least one group of the 
community. Only by bringing these 
facts together and comparing and con- 
sidering them all on the same plane, can 
a sound, logical policy be determined for 
the management and the distribution of 
land use. For this purpose the local 

















TEN SCRETE 
ie me 





GLASS & 
FERRO-CONCRETE 


CONCRETE WINDOWS 
ROOF LIGHTS 
STALLBOARDS 

FACIAS 
GLASS BRICKS 
PAVEMENT LIGHTS 
Etc., Etc. 


PROMPT 
DELIVERY 








66 QUEENS CIRCUS 


LONDON - S.W.8 
MACaulay 1063* 











July 15 1949 


authority must either have access to the 
survey information collected by the plan- 
ning authority, and supplement it them- 
selves where necessary, or prepare their 
own data, and supply the planning autho- 
rity with such parts of it as they require, 
A combination of these two methods 
would probably be the more efficient in 
the majority of cases, each supplying that 
“3 geaemam which it is best able to col- 
ect. 

Speaking of the applications of the sur- 
vey, the speaker said that some argued 
that a town survey ought not to be neces- 
sary because those responsible for the 
planning policy should already know 
their areas intimately, not only in factual 
terms, but in all the changing moods and 
characteristics too elusive to record, 
Such an argument ignored two funda- 
mental factors. First, that very few had 
the opportunity to become so _ well 
informed except in their own particular 
sphere of work, and, secondly, that one 
of the primary rules in any process of 
thought on a subject was to state the sit- 
uation in regard to data so that they were 
neither uninformed nor misinformed, 
Only when that was done could the prob- 
lems be properly stated and their priority 
determined. Due weight could then be 
given to the emotional factors, likes, dis- 
likes, hopes, fears and prejudices. 

Referring to the Willesden survey, Mr. 
Cave continued: “ The survey informa- 
tion has been of considerable use in those 
matters for which the initiative and drive 
must come from the local authority—such 
as the immediate redevelopment pro- 
posals, rehousing policies and local in- 
dustrial development problems. It has 
been possible to re-examine proposals for 
moving some of the industry and popula- 
tion to a new town in the light of the 
facts available concerning the type and 
distribution of those firms wishing to 
move, the labour employed and the re- 
sources of the firms’ labour supply. The 
daily population movements show the ex- 
tent to which Willesden is still a dormi- 
tory area for west-end and city workers. 
The survey provided the information, 
readily available, required by a special 
committee set up to consider certain 
immediate problems concerning parks, 
Open spaces, and vacant land throughout 
the borough. 


“Numerous references have been made 
to the survey information in the day-to- 
day work of various departments of the 
local authority, and while many of these 
requests might appear trivial in them- 
selves, access to the information has pre- 
vented much waste of time and duplica- 
tion of effort, and in addition has led to 
discussions which have emphasised 
matters of urgent or particular interest and 
disclosed or confirmed the relative impor- 
tance of various factors in the different 
districts. 

“ This information has been used in the 
engineering section of the department in 
the preparation of new road improvement 
schemes and in defining improvement 
lines incorporating provisions for limita- 
tion of number and adequate design of 
junctions, standing bays for shopping 
areas and bus halts and the immediate 
closing of certain roads to form culs-de- 
sac to prevent their use by through traffic. 
It has also been used in the preparation 
of extensive main drainage reconstruction 
schemes now being carried out in the 
borough. ; 

“The medical officer’s staff are using 
the information, particularly that om 
housing conditions and population den- 
sity and distribution, in the preparation 
of comparative health statistics for differ- 
ent parts of the borough.” 
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FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 
IN EAST CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND 


Tay Valley Area Report 


HE criticism that our proudest 
achievement, the “ garden city,” is 
little more than an emasculated version 
of the older village community without 
the genuine social basis of the latter, is 
made in the Tay Valley Report, the 
survey and advisory plan for the future 
development of East Central Scotland 
which has just been published. 

Prepared by the East Central (Scotland) 
Regional Planning Advisory Committee 
under the direction of Mr. Gordon E. 
Payne, town planning consultant, the Re- 
port states that practically all the con- 
clusions and recommendations it contains 
were dominated by one outstanding factor 
described as “a new phase in economic 
and social development comparable in 
scale to the industrial revolution of the 
last century.” 

Following 
Report : — 

“The industrial and, no less important, 
agrarian revolution led to a great in- 
crease in productivity, from the land and 
natural resources, as well as in manufac- 
tured goods. This made possible a vast 
increase in population and the achieve- 
ment of greatly improved material living 
standards in the industrialised counties. 

“These gains, however, were made at 
the cost of the destruction of the older 
pre-industrial form of society in which 
the population was fairly evenly distri- 
buted throughout the countryside in well- 
balanced and integrated communities, re- 
latively self-sufficient for most economic 
and social purposes. This traditional 
form of society had existed with rela- 
tively minor changes for at least five 
hundred years and, in spite of primi- 
tive and exacting living conditions for 
the mass of the people, produced a satis- 
factory way of life and a_ high, level 
of cultural development of which the 
older towns and villages are perhaps the 
best surviving expression. 

“The new pattern of society domi- 
nated by the raw and ugly industrial 
city (the ‘Coketown’ of Dickens’ 
‘Hard Times’), even with its full quota 
of modern improvements, provides a dis- 
tinctly unfavourable contrast. It would 
appear, therefore, that so far industriali- 
sation has destroyed the good features of 
the older society without providing a 
satisfactory alternative. 

i Fortunately, however, new economic 
and social trends provide the basis for 
overcoming our present difficulties and 
indicate a return to a more balanced 
and integrated pattern of settlement 
which would have many of the attractive 
features of the pre-industrial ‘form of 
society, but would utilise the achieve- 
ments of science and industrial organisa- 
tion and technique perfected during the 
last hundred years for the achievement 
of much higher material living standards 
than were possible in the past.” 

One. major feature of this new phase 
was the break-up of certain types of in- 
dustry into smaller units which, because 
they did not need to be tied to a fixed 
locality or a specialised labour force, 
could be attracted back to the smaller 
towns and rural centres. Other features 
were the new development in mechanisa- 
tion and scientific farming, the develop- 
ment of new sources of power, hydro- 
eect and transport by road, rail 

nd air. 


are extracts from the 
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Referring to the need for a satis- 
factory integration between the town 
and countryside and between industries 
and social and cultural groups, the report 
recommends the creation of selected 
rural centres together with appropriate 
industry and the provision of social 
amenities to act as service centres for 
their surrounding areas and to prevent 
any further drift from the countryside. 

The report proposes that the popula- 
tion of Dundee, which in 1947 was esti- 
mated at 180,730, should be reduced to 
150,000 (15 neighbourhood units averag- 
ing 10,000 each) and that each of the 
four existing centres of development 
within a radius of ten miles from the 
centre of Dundee-Monifieth, Wellbank, 
Muirhead and_ Invergowrie, should 
each have a population of 5,000. 

It recommends that Perth’s population 
should be increased from 39,478 (1947 
total) to 50,000 and the population of 
Arbroath from 19,566 (1947 total) to 

000 


The development of thriving rural 
centres to provide adequate economic 
opportunities and social facilities, it 
points out, emerges as the major solution 
to the problem of rural depopulation. 


HOUSING IN WEST LANCS 


Suggestion that Size of Houses may 
be reduced denied by Ministry 


COMPLAINTS regarding the high rents 
of post-war houses built by the local 
Council have been made from time to 
time by members of the West Lancashire 
Rural District Council, who have been 
insistent that the cost of future houses 
it was proposed to build should be sub- 
stantially reduced, writes a correspon- 
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dent, who adds: “Their opposition to 
the high costs have been successful to the 
extent that the Ministry of Health has 
now informed the Council that they are 
prepared to consider plans for reducing 
the size of future Council houses to be 
built in the rural area. Accordingly, the 
Surveyor has been instructed to proceed 
with the construction of certain houses 
in the present programme, but it has 
been decided that no further tenders shall 
be asked for until the question of the 
size of the new houses is fixed.” j 

The Regional Office of the Ministry, 
to whom. we have referred the matter, 
state: “Preliminary discussions have 
taken place between West Lancashire 
R.D.C. and Ministry of Health archi- 
tects in an effort to find ways of reduc- 
ing the cost of council houses in the 
area. So far no new plans have been 
submitted to the Ministry for approval 
and there has been no suggestion of pre- 
paring plans which do not come up in 
every way to the Ministry’s post-war 
standards.” 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
IN LIVERPOOL 


PROGRESS with Liverpool Corporation 
Housing Committee’s building pro- 
gramme has been so rapid this year that 
the whole of its allocation of 3,500 dwell- 
ings will have been taken up four or 
five months before the end of the period 
specified. 

Alderman H. N. Bewley, chairman of 
the Housing Committee, announced this 
fact during an inspection of the housing 
estates by members of the committee, 
accompanied by the Lord Mayor and 
Lady Mayoress. 

The committee and the council would 
consider whether an approach should be 
made to the Government for a further 
allocation this year, said Alderman 
Bewley. 

Schemes inspected included ordinary 
houses and flats in blocks erected by con- 
tractors, operations by direct labour and 
a scheme of flats being carried out under 
the Apprentice Master Scheme. 

The long spell of unbroken fine 
weather had enabled work to continue 
without interruption. Alderman Bewley 
said the target this year was the comple- 
tion of at least 1,500 permanent dwell- 
ings and an all-out effort had been made 
to find sites. 

Saying that building policy had to be 
revised on a city wide basis, the alder- 
man declared: “We must build on un- 
developed areas, and we must pull down 
and build again on the congested areas. 
Any policy which does not recognise 
these two fields of housing endeavour 
must fail.” 

He then referred to plans for the com- 
pletion of the Speke Estate which would 
eventually provide for a population of 
about 20,000. Work on the Kirby town- 
ship would, he hoped, start next year, 
and the Housing Committee had already 
considered about 80 different projects in 
the central area of the City. 

Contracts were being let month by 
month, and he appealed to the master 
builders and all engaged on the work to 
do their best to satisfy the “ house- 
hungry ” citizens who looked to them for 
accommodation. 


Catalogues Wanted. 


Mr. P. G. Crompton, building surveyor, 
16, The Avenue, Potters Bar, Middlesex, 
would be glad to receive trade catalogues. 





** ARGENT”: A _ figured rolled pattern. 
Average diffuse light transmission, 75 per cent. 
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“CROSS FLEXON”: A _ figured rolled 
pattern. Average diffuse light transmission, 84 
per cent. 
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: ed rolled pattern, 
Average diffuse light transmission, 70 per cent, 


THREE NEW FIGURED ROLLED GLASS PATTERNS, INTRODUCED BY PILKINGTON BROS., LTD. THESE ARE THE FIRST NEW PATTERNS 


PRODUCED FORYSOME TIME. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


A New Federation. 

The Federation of Clinker Block Manu- 
facturers has been formed with the idea 
of improving every aspect of manufacture. 

The Secretary’s address is 16, The 
Ridings, Surbiton, Surrey. 


Hardboard Faced Flush Doors. 

In announcing in our issue of July 8 
last that a technical committee of the 
British Standards Institution, after approv- 
ing recommendations of an investigating 
panel set up to examine the suitability of 
hardboard as a facing to flush doors, had 
agreed an addendum to B.S. 459 Part 2, 
“Flush Wood Doors,” the word “ hard- 
wood ” inadvertently appeared. 


Takoradi Harbour Extensions. 

Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., 
are the successful contractors for the 
extension and development of Takoradi 
Harbour, Gold Coast, at a cost of 
£2,250,000. The work is to be carried out 
for the Government of the Gold Coast 
(Consulting Engineers: Messrs. Rendel, 
Palmer and Tritton) and is expected to 
play an important part in the development 
of trade in the West African colonies. It 
is one of the biggest harbour contracts in 
the world. 


R.LB.A. Golfing Society. 

The competition results at the summer 
meeting held at Brancaster, Norfolk, at 
the week-end of June 25-26, were: The 
President's Prize (Stapleford compe- 
tition): Winner, Harold Marsh, 314 
points; Runner-up, W. R. F. Fisher, 303 
points. Three-ball bogey competition (an 
innovation owing to odd numbers): Won 
by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, Pat Hickey 
and H. St. J. Harrison. The Captain’s 
Cup: Winner, E. H. Firmin, 79 — 6=73; 
Runner-up, Harold Marsh, 84~— 10=74. 


Building Display at Croydon. 

Mr. Nigel Hannen, President L.M.B.A.. ° 
accompanied by Mr. Hughes, the Direc- 
tor, paid an official visit on July 11 to 
the Croydon Exhibition, 


where . their 


Southern Area has a stand. The ex- 
hibition, an excellent example of civic 
enterprise supported by local industry, is 
designed to advertise the attractions of 
Croydon as an industrial centre. 

The L.M.B.A. display, organised by Mr. 
A. J. Chapman, a former Honorary Trea- 
surer of the association, contains exhibits 
lent by several of the organisations as- 
sociated with the building industry, and 
practical demonstrations are being given 
daily by apprentices from the Croydon 
Apprentice Master Scheme of carpentry 
and plumbing. The L.M.B.A. stand is 
designed by Mr. J. G. Stalley, Headmaster 
of the Building Section of the Croydon 
Polytechnic. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Change of Name. 

We are informed that the name Evode 
Chemical Works Ltd., has now been 
changed to Evode Ltd. 

Standard Metal Windows. 

The British Metal Window Manufac- 
turers’ Association, Ltd., issue from 2, 
Great Peter-street, S.W.1, a useful fully 
illustrated booklet on standard metal win- 
dows. 

Quick Action Glue Cramp. 

Messrs. Harold G. Ruddick and Co, 
15, Western-street, Brighton, have re- 
cently added to their range of tools for 
the building trade the new ‘“ Rudor” 
quick action glue cramp. These cramps 
have already been installed in several 
large joinery works where, we are in- 
formed, they are giving satisfaction. 
Hiduminium Components. 

A comprehensive range of components 
cast in Hiduminium for the use of the 
building trade is contained in a booklet 
issued by Messrs. High:Duty Alloys Ltd., 
Slough, Bucks. Manufacturers seeking 


~ advice on the most suitable alloy for a 


particular component are invited to con- 
sult the company’s research and experi- 
mental department. 

Aluminium Exhibition Stand. 

The exhibition stand which Messrs. 
Structural and Mechanical Development 
Engineers, Ltd., of Slough, are building 
at the Royal Agricultural Show for the 
Midland Electricity Board, is the first 
large structure of its type the firm have 
ever erected in aluminium in this coun- 
try. The main exhibits will be housed 
in two “Alframe ” buildings, Mark II 
type, each 81 ft. long. The buildings are 
only partially enclosed, and have there- 
fore been provided with portal bracing 
frames in order to give the longitudinal 
stability normally provided by the wall 
panels. The roofs of both Alframe 
buildings and the connecting portion at 
the rear are covered with aluminium 
alloy corrugated sheets, as also is the 
whole of the rear wall. In addition, there 
is an administration block at the front 
of the stand, for which an aluminium 
alloy structure is also‘used. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Glasgow.—Plans in hand for additions and 
alterations for Acme Tea Chest, fur which 
the architect is Thomas S. Cordiner, Blyths- 
wood-chbrs., 261, West George-st., Glasgow. 
Glasgow.— -Corporation is to erect houses and 
shops at Househillwood-rd., for which the 
architect is Archibald G. Jury, Housing Officer, 
Glasgow Cross, Trongate. Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—. —Additions, etc., to be carried out 
at Silverbank Works, for which the plans are 
in the hands of Brown & Allan, Ltd., Silver- 
pank-rd., Glasgow (cost, £32,000). 
Mairkoudbrightshire.—C. C. from ines by their 
own architects to erect new offices at £30,000. 
Lanark.—Corporation to erect 20 houses at 
Kildare for which the architect is Alexander 
M. MacCorquindale, 5, Hope-st., Lanark. 

Perth. —Corporation, from plans by their own 
architects, to reconstruct with additions Clive 
Mansion House. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Avvointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asté€risk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders ; a dagger (+) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


—a 


JULY 18. 
t*Dukinfield T.C.—20 Teatbe for aged persons 
at Crescent-rd. Cruickshank & Seward (F.), 16 
Princess-st., Manchester, 1. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 
by August 12 
JULY 20. 
Staff rt ses . St. Peter’s Hospi- 


t*Chertsey.- 
Livock (F.), 10, Tavistock-pl., 


tal. Stanley G. 


W.C.1. Dep. £2. 

JULY 21. 
‘Folkestone T.C.—Conversion of old council 
offices into 4 flats. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Surrey C.C.—Adaptations. repairs and 
redecorations at Portley House, Caterham. 
County A., County Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 22. 


*Essex C.C.—Farm cotiage, Wash Farm, Sible 

Hedingham. J. Soloman, County Land Agent, 
69, Duke-st., Chelmsford. 

}Lothingland R.D.C.—8 flats and 4 houses at 
Highfield estate, Field-la., Kessingland. B. A. 
Hatcher (A.), Council Offices, Rectory-rd, 
Lowestoft. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by August 8. 

‘Surbiton T.6.—Branch library, Church Rise, 
ee neton. R. Thirlway, B.E. & S. Dep. 


tf Worcs C.C.—Secondary modern schoo] at 


Poolbrook, Malvern. County A., 60, The 
Tything, Worcester. Dep. £3 3s. 

JULY 23. 
tBarnack R.D.C.—24 houses at Wansford. 
F. J. Lenton & Partners, 16, Broad-st., Stam- 


ford, Lincs. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith R.D.C.—14 houses at Cote- 
la, Hayfield. Pendleton & Dickinson, 16, 
Brazennose- st.. Manchester, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 

t* Essex C.C.—Adaptations at 97, High-st., 
Billericay, as branch library. H. Conolly (F.), 
County A., Chelmsford. - 

#Romney Marsh R.D.C.—37 houses, Taylor’s- 
la, St. Mary’s Bay. Jackson & Jackson (F. & 
A.), 13, North-st., Ashford, Kent. 

JULY 25. 

*Macclesfield T.C.—24 houses, Ivy-rd. 
Boro’ A., 3, Jordangate. Dep. £2 2s. 

Middiesbrough T.C.—40 én ellings on 


estate. 


Thorn- 


tree sites. Boro’ E. & S. Dep. £10 10s: 
Portsmouth T.C.—24 old people’s homes at 
Landport. City A., 1, Western-parade, South- 
sea. Dep. £3 3s. 

Seaford U.D.C.—14 flats at East-st. and High- 
t. E. & S., hie Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


ULY 26. 

A gel Suffolk Pe —New Primary School at 
Mellis. J. Symcox (F.), County A., Ipswich. 
Dep, £2 ae Tenders by September 1. 

Pembrokeshire ©.G.—Erection of 
(New) Infants’ School. County A., County 
ffices, Haverfordwest. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders 
by August 18. 

*Wimbledon T.C.—Small office me: Rae s 


Tenby 


Park Cemetery, Tamanna ebster, 
BE.&S. Dep. £2 

*Wimbledon T.C. cr, ae Randalls Park 
Oemetery, peatherhead. T. Webster. B.E. & 


Dep. ‘£1 
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JULY 27, 

+Bath T.C.—Phase 1 of junior and infants’ 
school at Tiverton estate. W. E. Underwood & 
Sons, Quantity Surveyors, 1, Northumbezland- 
bldgs., Queen’s-sq., Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 28, 

*Bury St. Edmunds T.C.—Two blocks of 3- 
storey flats at Mildenhall-rd. estate. N. 
Goldsmith, B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s, 

t*Dudley C.B.—4 shops and 4 flats, Holly Hall 
estate. Boro’ A., Priory Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Sutton and Cheam B.C.—28 houses, Hurst- 
court-rd., _ South site. N. A. Michell, B.E., 
Arch. & 8S. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by August 27. 

*West Sussex 6.C.—Canteen kitchen and 
dining-room, St. James-rd. school, Chichester. 
F. R. Steele (F.), County, A., Chichester. 
Tenders by August 9. 

JULY 2 

+*Bromley T.C.—30 flats B.E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Ploughiey R.D.C.—Eight houses and 4 bunga- 


9, 
at Tylney-rd. 


lows at Souldern. F. E. Openshaw (A.), 65, St. 
Giles-st., Oxford. Dep. £2. 
JULY 30. 
Cleeth s T.C.—18 houses, Love-la. site. 
B.E. & S., Council House. Dep. £3 3s. 


*Oldham C.B.—108 houses at Limeside estate. 


Cameron & Middleton, A.R.I.C.S., 88, Mosley- 
st., Manchester. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 2. 

*Bootle C.B.—12 dwellings, 28-acre site, nr. 


Ford Station. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 4. 
+*Dudley C.B.—14 old people’s cottages at 
Paradise. Boro’ A., Priory Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


> 2 ee B.C.—80 dwellings, West End-la. 
. H. Harrold, _ 
GUST 5. 
*Calne and enninraeen R.D.C.—20 houses at 


three sites. Edwards & Webster, architects, 
32, Market-pl., Chippenham. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Chorley T.C.—Demolition of chimney at 

refuse destructor works, Bengal-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 8. 

*Wisbech B.C.—42 houses, Bath-rd. housing 
estate. Gordon J. Wootton, B.E. & S. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

AUGUST 10. 

Evesham R.D.C.—18 houses at Sedgeberrow 
R. J. P. Madge, E. & S., 64, Port-st., Evesham. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 11. 


‘Barking T.C.—6 shops with maisonettes over 
at 19-29, London-rd. Boro’ A., Town Hall. 
AUGUST 19. 
*Manchester.—Additions, Withington Hospi- 
tal, for South Manchester Hospital Management 


Committee. Harry S. Fairhurst & Son. archi- 
tects, 55, Brown-st. Dep. £1 1s. 
NO DATE. 


Standish with Langtree U.D.C.—22 houses, 
Grove-la. estate. E. J. Brookes, E. & S&S., 
Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 
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METAL WINDOWS 


of distinctive design and 
craftsmanship 


A product of England’s Largest Glazing Contractors 


100, Westminster Bridge Rd., London, S.E.1 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 25. 
Wembley Borough.—E xternal painting houses 


at various sites. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 29. ; 

*L.C.c.—External painting of dwellings. 

Director of Housing & Valuer. Dep. £2. 
AUGUST 3. 

*Farnworth T.C.—Internal decoration ant 
external painting of Town Hall. B.E. & S 
Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 

AUGUST 8 

“Shrewsbury (Kingsland) — Bridge Co. — Rs 
painting bridge over River Severn. C. 
Asbury, Secretary, 13a, College-hill, a 
Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 
JULY 25. 
Marlow U.D.C.—-Roads and sewers at New- 
town-rd. estate, Contract No. 19. S. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
JULY 26. 
Bilston T.C.—Roads and sewers at George-st. 


site. B.E., 20, Wellington-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 
JULY 27. : 
Lichfield T.C.—Construction of sewers, Wheel- 
la. estate. Leslie Straw, A.M.LC.E., City E 


Lichfield. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 30. 

R.D.C.—Water supply at 5 
Balfour & Sons, 131, Victoria-st., 
De p. £10, payable to R. D.C. 

R.D.C.—Roads and footpaths at 
Baltonsborough and Wookey sites. E., Wookey 
Hole-rd. Dep. £2 

AUGUST 

Faversham B.C.—Roads 
Preston housing estate. A. ©. E. 
B.S., Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 5. 
St. Thomas R.D.C.—Water supply at Kenton 


& S., Guildhall, 


tOsgoldcross 
paris shes. D. 


i sewers, North 
Richardson, 


and Starcross. Ross, Hooper & Harvey, 38, 
Market-pl., Chippenham, Wilts. Dep. £1. 
AUGUST 6. 


Colwyn Bay T.C.—Laying of water mains, 
ete., ac Conway-Abergele-rd. .E. 

Northfleet U.D.C.—(a) 21-in. off-site sewer, 
and (b) roads and sewers at housing site. E. 





& S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 12. ; 

‘North Kesteven R.D.C.—Consiruction of 
sewers and pumping stations, etc. . oie § 
Clasketgate, Lincoln. Dep. £5. 

AUGUST 13. 

Rugby _R.D.C.—Construction of _ Binley 
Common Sewerage. -J. D. & D. M. Watson, 
MM.I.C.E., 18, Queen Anne’s-gate, S.W.1. Dep. 
£10 10s. 

AUGUST 17. 

Bullingdon R.D.C.—Construction of sewerage 
scheme at Sandford-on-Thames. E. &_ S§.. 
Council Offices, Banbury-rd., Oxford. Dep. 

ery SEPTEMBER 1. 

Caernarvon T.C.—Sewers, rising mains and 
pumping station. J. D. & D. Watson, 


MM.L.C.E., s-gate, S.W.1. Dep. 


£5 5s. 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.-—- REBUILDING AND ENLARGING. — 
Messrs. Whitbread & Co., Lid., The Brewery, 
Chiswell-st., E.0.1, propose rebuilding and 
enlarging ‘Victoria Arms” P.H. (No. 57, 
Battersea Bridge-rd.). 

Brixton.—GymMNasiuM.—L.C.C. Ed. Comm. is to 


18, Queen Anne’s 


- erect @ Clarincrete prefabricated gymnasium at 


Plans by 





Brixton Day C ollege at about £7, 
L.C.C. Architect’s Dept. 
Camberwell.—Scnoo. 


REPAIRS AND teens 


MENTS.—A scheme oo — by N. 
Cachemaille-Day, F.R.1.B 1, Pont-hill, Hert- 
Tord. Herts, for war pact repairs and im- 
provements, Ilderton-rd. school, has been 
approved by L.C.0. Ed. Comm 
Camberwell.Scnoo. Repairs AND IMPROVE- 
MeNTS.—L.C.C. Ed. Comm. have nlha 3s a 
scheme by Richard Nickson, F 34 


Welbeck-st., W.1, for war pl repairs and 
improvements, Camelot School, at £38,706. 

Camberwell.—FLats AND MatsonetTEs.—DL.C.C. 
has approved proposal by B.C. to erect 29 
—— Barry-rd. (site No. 45). W. Bell, 

& S. E.C. Harris & Partners have been 
ania quantity surveyors. 

Camberwell.—Lanp ror Hovustne.—L.C.C. pro- 
pose, on behalf of B.C., compulsory purchase of 
site (No. 49) in Stradella-rd. for permanent 
housing purposes. 

Camberwell. —Fiats.—A scheme for 194 flats 
at Crawford-rd. site has been approved by 
L.C.C. Housing Comm. Total est. cost is 
£344,680. L.C.C. Architect’s Dept. have pre- 
cue plans. 

den.— OFFICES, 
L. CC. yo Comm. 


WorKSHOPS AND STORES.— 
to erect a permanent 
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district office, workshops and stores in a two- 
storey block. Total est. cost is £27,500. 
by Architect's Dept. 


Friern Barnet.—Fiats.—U.D.C._Architect’s 
Dept. is responsible for plans for 60 flats, 
Colney aie (1950-51 programme). Town 
Hall, 


Friern ‘neeeet. — DWEBLINGS. ~Housing Comm. 
propose 48 dwellings, The Hollies during 
1950-51. Plans by U.D.C. Architect’s Dept., 
Town Hall, N.11. 

Friern Barnet.—DweE.LInGs.—Housing Comm. 
to erect 60 dwellings at Friern Lodge next 
year, for which the Architect’s Dept., Town 
Hall, N.11, is preparing plans. 

Friern Barnet.—F.Lats.—Housing Comm. 
pose 36 flats at 127, Woodhouse-rd. in 
Architect to be appointed shortly. 

Fulham.—Kitcuen and Dininc Unit.—A pre- 
fabricated kitchen and dining unit at Peter- 
borough School to cost £12,350 is proposed by 
L.0.C. Ed. Comm. Plans by L.C.C. Archi- 
tect’s Dept. have been approved. 

Hammersmith. — PrerasricateD SCHOOL. 
L.C.C. Ed. Comm. propose a temporary school, 
incorporating prestressed concrete components, 
for 240 children at Westville-rd. at est. cost of 
£32,900. Plans by R. Goldfinger, 69, Piccadilly, 
W.1. : 


Kensington.—KitcuEeNn anp Dininc AccoMMoDa- 
tion.—A scheme by L.C.C. Architect’s Dept. to 
provide kitchen and dining accommodation and 
a scullery annexe at Lancaster-rd, School at 
£14,738 has been approved by L.C.C. Ed. Comm. 


pro- 
1950. 


Marylebone.—Fiats AND GaARAGES.—Gollins, 
Melvin & Partners, A,R.I.B.A., 21, Russell-sq., 


are. architects for proposed 48 flats and 14 lock- 
up garages at corner of Gloucester-pl. and 
Park-rd. 

Shoreditch.—ApvaprTation.—L.C.C. Ed. Comm. 
have approved a scheme by Council’s Archi- 
tect’s Dept. for adapijng disused handicrafts 
centre at Napier-st. School to provide kitchen 
and dining facilities. Est. cost £8,92 

Stepney.—Scuoo. ReBUILDING.—A scheme to 
cost about £22,835 for rebuilding Tollet School 
has been approved by L.C.C. Ed. Comm. Plans 
are by L.C.C. Architect’s Dept. 

Wandsworth. —F.ats.—Housing Comm. pre 
pose 116 flats (stage one), Wendels worth Estate. 


Total est. cost £243,662. Plans by C. Lovett 
Gill, 41, Russell-sq., W.C.1. 

Wandsworth. — Houses. — B.C. propose 
acquiring site at 118 to 136, Crowborough-rd. 


with view to erecting seven houses. Plans by 
Boro’ A., Municipal-bldgs., S.W.18. 
Wandsworth.— PREFABRICATED Scnoou.—A tem- 
porary schoo] of prestressed concrete construc- 
tion is proposed at Brandlehow-rd. by Cc 


Ed. Comm. at £33,075. Scheme by E. Gini: 
finger, 69, Piccadilly, W.1. 

(PROVINCIAL) 
Ambie.—A new police station and _ police 


houses to be built. Plans by W. W. Tasker, 
Oounty A., County Hall, Newcastle. 
Ashton-in-Makerfield. —— U.D.C. received 
M.O.H. loan sanction for £60,135 for 42 houses 
and 8 flats at Bryn Station site. 
Berwick.—T.C. is to erect 20 Airey houses. 
Bilborough. — Nottingham C.C. Housing 
Comm. propose 298 houses on Bilborough estate 
at £367,581; 70 houses and garage block on 
site at Trowell-ave., Byley-rd. and Stagsden- 
cres. at £96,244. 
Bolton.—Parks Comm. propose crematorium, 
for which M.H. has promised priority. 


Brighouse.—B.C. approved : garage and show- 
rooms, Spring-st. for D. Miller ; extensions to 
garages, Wakefield-rd., for Reliance Garage Co., 


std. 

Burton.—Housing Comm. approved plans for 
Methodist church, Manners site, for Methodist 
Church Authorities; licensed premises at same 
site, for Worthington & Co. 

Caernarvonshire.—E.C. propose 7 
1950 programme. 

Canterbury.—Council pe "eae hall on 


schools for 


site fronting Rose-la. at £100 

Carmarthenshire. —E.C. aeeass adapting 
Golden Grove mansion into farm institute at 
£44, 

Cofchester._H.C. propose nine houses and 
four bungalows, Barn Hall site; 68 houses, 


Shrub End. 
Derbyshire.—E.C. 
Chinley. 
Durham.—County ¥.C. propose provision of 
new woodwork room at Blaydon East Modern 
Schoo] at £10,000. 
Hartlepool.—M.H. approved layout plans by 
= E. for erection of 1,177 houses north of Hait- 


J » sentey.—M.H. authorised housing allocation 

increase for current via from 15 to 50. 
Houghton-le-Spring.— Simson, 78. 

Bewick-rd., Gateshead, 2 architect for proposed 


propose technical school at 


cinema at Shiney-row for Hinge’s 
Cinemas, Ltd., 149, Northumberland-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. Nilo Cinemas, Ltd., 123, Clay- 


ton-st., Newcastle-on- Tyne, also planning cinema 
at Front-st.. Fence Houses, to plans by C. Solo- 
mon, 3, St. Mary’ s-pl., ‘Newcastle- on-Tyne.— 
U.D.C. planning 86 “ Easiform” houses at 
Fence Houses estate. 
Hyde.—T.C. approved: 


barrel vault roof to 


for L.C.I., Ltd 


existing dyehouse at Talbot-rd. 





Plans 
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**THE BUILDER” PRICES 
METAL PRICES REDUCED 


Prices of copper, lead and zinc in Britain are 
reduced as from July 12, to come into line with 
those current in the U.S.A. Because of the 
present unstable nature of the market in non- 
ferrous metals, the Ministry has, for forward 
purchases, instituted a new arrangement. 
Under this users can continue to buy forward 
up to six months requirements for copper and 
zinc, and three months in the case of lead. 
The buyer will, however, have to pay a premium 
as an insurance against a rise in prices. 

The new prices and the previous prices (per 
ton delivered) are:— 


New Old 

Price Price 

Ps 6. cate 
Electrolytic Copper 107 10 117 10 
Good Soft Pig Lead ‘ 75 10 82 0 
Good Ordinary Brand Zinc 58 0 78 0 


Discounts and premiums remain unchanged. 

The prices of zinc oxide are also reduced to 
the following figures per ton for lots of not less 
than 2 tons, delivered buyer’s premises :— 


New Old 
Price Price 
SS. ae 
Red Seal 58 15 75 15 
Green Seal 60 5 7-3 
White Seal Gt 5 7. 5 


Licences to acquire copper and zinc will now 
be granted only against :-— 

(i) A declaration that the metal is required 
to cover orders. 

(ii) A declaration that in the case of applica- 
tions for virgin metal full allowance has been 
made for the expected intake of scrap. 

(iii) The usual purchase order on_ the 
Directorate of Non-Ferrous Metals, giving 
details of specification, delivery, etc., required, 
or a statement that the applicant intends to 
purchase from a stockist. 











extension to warehouse. for Shaws (Furnishers), 


Ltd.—T.C. propose bus depot at George-st. 
Isle of Thanet.—Kent Rivers Catchment 
Board propose sea wall restoration between 


Reculver and Birchington. First instalment of 
scheme estimated at £20,824. 

Jarrow.—Corporation to erect 100 more houses 
at Team-la, estate. Plans by B.E. I Per- 
kins, Town Hall. 

Jarrow.—Housing Comm. approved 
B.E. for erection of block of 84 flats 
st. at} £105,000. 

Jarrow.—Northern General Bus Co., 
le-Street, propose a central bus station. 
tect, A. H. Fennell, Bridge End-chbrs., 
te-Street, Co. Durham. 


plan by 
at Albion- 


Chester- 
Archi- 
Chester- 


Jarrow.—Plans by Cackett, Burns Dick & 
McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
for factory additions at Bede trading estate 


for British Celanese, Ltd., have been approved. 
—Licence amounting to £21, 000 issued to Jarrow 
and Hebburn Co-op. Society, Ltd., Albert- rd. 


‘ELECTRO-PLATING 


BY A HOUSE OF UNRIVALLED 
EXPERIENCE & REPUTATION 


1873-Established 75 years -1948 
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MASS PRODUCTION CAPACITY 
AVAILABLE 


FOR PLATING & POLISHING NEW GOODS FOR HOME & EXPORT 


JOHN WILKINS: Colro. 


231-243 ST. JOHN ST. CLERKENWELL 
LONDON E.C.! 


phone: TERminus 2176/8 








July 15 1949 





Jarrow for erection of shop at Stanhope-r, 
Lanes.—C.C. eceived M.O.E. approval fo 
kitchens. and diningeyrooms at various schools, 
Lancs.—E.C. to acquire sites for kitchens ang 
dining-rooms at Scarisbrick St. Mary’s R¢ 
School and Ince-in-Makerfield Rose Bridge 
Secondary Modern School. 


Leeds.—T.C. propose developing site at Kings. 
= and Otley-rd., Bramhope, for approx. 650 
1ouses. 


Lichfield (Correction).—In connection with the 
paragraph printed in our isssue of June 7 
to the effect that ‘‘ Lichfield T.C. propose a ney 
civic hall to cost £70,000,” Mr. Leslie Stray. 
A.M. Inst.C.E., City Engineer and Surveyor 
writes that no such project has been before his 
Council. We regret any inconvenience caused. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved general Offices 
and laboratories at Ashton New-rd. for Clayton 
Analine Co., Ltd. 

Market Rasen.—U.D.C. 


prepese further 9 


houses. 
Nantwich.—U.D.C. propose prefabricated tow, 
hall at £10-£15,000. 


Northampton. —District Hospital Management 
Comm. propose extensions and recons struction 
of out-patients’ department of Northampton 
General Hospital at £25,000. 

Orrelil.—U.D.C. received M.O.H. sanction for 
78 houses at Moor-rd. site. P. Ashurst, §. 
South Shields.—T.C. to submit to M.H. 
years’ ane plan for central area. 
Staffs.—E.C. to submit plans to M.O.E. for 
first stage of new primary school at Hempstalls 
Farm, Newcastle, Staffs, at £76,374.—E.C. pro. 
pose new county primary school at Woolstanton, 
Stevenage.—Steyenage Development Corpn, 
received M.T.C.P. approval for proposed flats 

scheme, Sish-la. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Further additions proposed 
by E.C. at Newham Grange Modern School at 
£8,000. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Regional Hospital Board pro 
pose additional working accommodation at 
North Staffs Royal Infirmary. 

Suffolk.—East Suffolk E.C. 
scheme for enlargement of Sir John Leman 
Grammar School, Beccles, and_ the following 
primary schools: Bungay junior infe ants’ school, 


three 


approved £50.00 


£120,000; St. .Margaret’s-rd. junior school, 
Lowestoft, £75,000; Kirkley infants’ school, 
Lowestoft, £75,000; Leiston junior infants’ 
school, £135,000; Kesgrave junior infants’ 
school, £60,000; and Barking junior infants’ 
school, £36,000. 


Warwickshire.—Fire Brigade Comm. 
central stn. and div. H.Q. for Leamington and 
Warwick and another stn., Southam. Pro 
gramme also provides for stns., Stratford- -upon- 
Avon, Shipston-on-Stour and Kineton (1951) ; 40 
houses approved in principle by Home Office, 

West Hartlepool.—Final approval of Ministry 
of Supply has been given to plans for works 
extensions for South Durham Iron and Steel 
Co., Ltd., at £1,500,00 

Worcs.— Willis, Tieesiine, Smith & Waters, 
Albany House, Brittania-sq., Worcester, are 
architects for Brickfield Primary Schoo! for C.C. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

§ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

Departments. 

Aberdeen.—New gymnasium at a Second- 
ary School. Ross & Allan, of J. A. Allan, Ross 
& Allan, architects, 10, Bon preter -sq., Bon 
Accord-st., Aberdeen: Excavation, brick, drain- 
age and allied works, *George Bisset & Sons, 
Ltd., Market-st., Aberdeen, £4,387; asphalt 
work, etce., *D. Anderson & Sons, Ltd., Queen 
Elizabeth-ave., Hillington Industrial Estate, 
Glasgow, £1,031; concrete work, etc., *Adam 
Birnie, Aberdeen, £562; joiner, carpentry and 
allied works, *Alexander Rattray, Hardgate, 
Aberdeen, £1,616; plaster, lathing, cement and 
allied works, *George Gibbs & Sons, Aberdeen, 
£612; steel casements and windows, etc., *The 
Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 163, Bath-st., 
Glasgow, £667; plumber, sanitary engineering 
a allied works, ete., *G. N. Haden & Sons, 

flasgow and Aberdeen, £1,979; painting, 
Parle and allied works, *Robert Milne, Hol- 
burn, Aberdeen, £401; heating installation and 
engineering, etc., *J. T. Parkinson, Aberdeen 
West, £1,267. 

Aberdeen.—Specified new Tullos 
Primary Schoo]. J. A. C. Allan, Ross & Allan, 
architects, 10, Bon Accord-sq., Bon Accord-st., 
Aberdeen: Excavation, brick, building, drain- 
ane and allied works, *J. Brown, 42, Great 

Northern-rd., Aberdeen, £28,643; reinforced 
conerete and allied. works, *J. Anderson, Ltd. 
Aberdeen, £3,164; asphalt work, etc., *William 
Tawse, Ltd., Rubislaw, Angusfield, £3,743; 
slumber, sanitary eneipeecing and allied works, 
PES a aa Parkinson, Aberdeen West, 
£10,657; steel casements and windows, etc., 
*The Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 163, 
Bath-st.. Glasgow, £2,954; joinery, carpentry 
and allied works, etc., *Alexander Rattray, 
Hardgate, £11,007; Prescote concrete and 
allied works, ete., *William J. Anderson, Aber- 
deen, £760; cloakroom fittings, ete., *Parker, 
Winder & Achurch, Broad-st., Birmingham, 


propose 


works at 
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£1,040; painting, decorating, glazing and allied 
works, ete. - Bruce, Aberdeen, £5,015; 
specialised asphalt works, ‘etc., *William Briggs 
& Sons, Ltd., East Camperdown Bitumen 
Works, ‘Dundee, Angus, £5,526; hollow floors 
and roof works, etc., *William J. Anderson, 
Lid., Aberdeen, £3,776; Prescote concrete and 
allied works, etc., *W. J. Anderson, Aberdeen, 

and installation works, 


£160; electrical fittings 
etc, *dames F. Anderson, Ltd., Summer-si. 
Works, Aberdeen, £5,679; plastic- bitumen floor- 
in, etc.. *Protheroe & MacNab, Ltd., 72, Lant- 
London, S.E., £5,304; heating engineering 
oa installation, ete., *J. T. L. Parkinson, 
Aberdeen West, £8,306; pew work, etc., 
*Aberdeen Corporation Parks Works Dept.. 
$3,520; roof light and glazing work, etc., 
‘Mellowes & Co., Ltd., Corporation-st., Sheffield: 
£436; wall rails and window  balustrades. 
‘James Brown & Son, River-st., Montrose. 
Angus, £1,078. 


Accrington.—Eight aged persons’ bungalows 

‘ Station-rd., Huncoat, and four at Perth-st., 

for T.C. *Maurice Edmondson, Ltd., 79, 

Nuttall-st., Accrington. 

Ashton-under-Ly ne.—106 houses at Crowhill 

for T.C.: *Bower Moffatt & Co., Ltd., 17, Park- 
Manc hester, £127,860. 


"gamard Castie.—Six houses at Winston, for 
RD.C.: *R. C.. Williamson (Durham), Ltd., 
Station Works, Rowlands Gill. 

Beccles.—24 bungalows at various sites, for 
“0 Housing 8., Town Hall:— 

G. Carter, Lid., Norwich .. £29,979 
en & Wakeling, Halesworth 27,425 
F. B. Goodey, Ltd., Lowestoft ... 25,545 
*Day & Sons, Norwich 24,999 


Blackpool. —21 houses at Mereside estate, con- 


tract No. 3, for C.B.  B.S., Municipal-bldgs. : 
‘John Halstead, Ltd., 19-21, Highfield-rd., 
Blackpool, £28,075. 


Blackpool.—Staff quarters at Remand Home, 
Myerscough Hall, Brock, near Preston, for 
CB. A. Hamilton (A,), B.S.: tWalter East- 
wood & Son, 6, St. George’s-av., Cleveleys, nr. 
mesnool. £8,972. 

Bjackpool.—Additional classrooms at Pala- 
tine Secondary Technical School, for C.B. B.S. : 
tBrown & Jackson, Ltd., Elm- st., Fleetwood, 
£8,335. . 

Bradford.—Alterations to Upper Piccadilly 
premises of Royal Institution for the Blind: 
‘Jonathan Briggs Son, Queensbury; 48 
houses On the Eccleshill (South) Estate. and 
16 on Clayton (East) Estate ~ yal *Calver- 
ley Construction Co., Ltd., £64,79 
Chesterfie|d.—56 houses ‘on jo site, 
for T.C.: *W. Revill & Sons, 155, Boythorpe-rd., 
Chesterfield, £21,968. 

Congleton.—32 houses on Parson-st. site, for 
T.C. C. Brown, A.R.I.B.A., Boro’ S.: *H. 
Charlesworth, Gantswood-la., Congleton. 

Co. Durham.—Welfare accommodation at 
Brandon Colliery. T. E., Co. Durham: *Wil- 
son’s, Ltd., Contractors, Spennymoor, Co. 
Durham. 

Coventry.—107 
Fletchamstead 
*A. E. White, 


houses and 17 
Highway Estate, 
Charter Housing Estate, 
hamstead Highway, Canley. 
Crewe.—95 houses on Middlewich 
T.C.: *Direct Labour, £115,568. 
Eccles.—50 houses on Ellesmere Park Estate, 


garages on 
for T.C 
Flete ih. 


site, for 


for T.C.: TW. P. Mitchell sowie). Ltd., 178. 
Wellington- rd.. Eccles, £57, 

Essex.—Grain_ silo ‘at Tialsiead for Simon 
Handling Engineers, Ltd., Cheadle a 
Stockport. - G. Mouchel & Partners, Ltd.. 
Victoria-st., S.W.1, civil engineers. whos, 
fl ‘1256-1260, London- rd., Norbury, S.W.16, 

fu. 


Golborne.—10 bungalows on Hampton Estate. 
for U.D.C.: *Direct Labour, £8,758 
Haverfordwest.—12 houses at Rahal. id 
and 4 at rear of Coronation-ave., for T.C. 
James B. Hemingway, A.R.LCS.. BS. 9. 
es pi. : 
R. E. Richards, Ltd., 
Gibson & King, Ltd., 


Haverfordwest ... £ 


: 23,153 
Milford Haven 22,082 


tWalter Roberts, North Gate, - 
fordwest 675 
(Subject to confirmation by Welsh Board i 
ealth.) 


Hendon.—26 aged persons dwellings at Brent 
Hill estate, for B.C.: *H. Parfitt & Sons, Ltd., 
£24.197 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Kendal.—34 houses at Hallgarth estate, for 
TC. B.E. & §S., Municipal Offices: *W. H. 
Ainsworth & Co., 14, Mints Feet-rd., Kendal. 

Lanes.—-Central kitchen and dining-room at 
Bilsborrow, John Cross ©.E. School: *A. Ing- 
ham & Sons (Builders), Ltd., St. Annes-on- Sea. 

L.C.C.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value 
placed by L.C.C. during period ended July 12. 
Purchase and removal of redundant plant at 
Deptford Pumping Station, James N. Connell, 
Ltd., Coatbridge, Scotland. Completion of 
Olan. st. School. Hackney, Myton, Ltd., S.W.1. 
Part reinstatement and improvements after 
war damage at Central School of Arts and 
Crafts, Holborn. C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., 
W.C.l. Repair of war damage at Kidbrooke 
Playing field pavilion, M. J. Deare, S.E.18. 

L.6.6.—C Completion of Oldhill-st. school, 
Hackney 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Westminster £134,017 
Gee. Walker & Slater, Ltd., West- 

minster a aid ave - .-- 133,405 
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R. J. Rowley, Lid., Tottenham ... .. £132,250 
Davis Contractors. Ltd., Kilburn 132,116 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster ... 131,85: 
William Shurmur & _ Son,  Ltd., 
Hackney . a Kad .-- 131,526 
M4 R. Hipperson & ‘Son, Ltd., EX. ... 133,305 
G. Minter, Ltd., Westminster 131,240 
Galbraith Bros., Lid., Holborn ... 130,738 
Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark... ... 126,792 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Lid., Holborn ... 126,778 
*Myton, Ltd., Westminster.. 114,237 


Architect’ s comparable estimate is Bios. 679. 


Construction of two three-storey blocks of 
flats and 15 perambulator sheds on sites Nos. 
4 and 8, Gainsborough-rd., Becontree estate, 

ssex :— 

Charles S. Foster & Sons, 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., 

upon-Thames ... 


Loughton ... £5 
Kingston- 








C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., S Albans Vs 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., St. Marylebone 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington ... es i 
Whyait Builders, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 54,977 
The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., 
Lambeth : sad oa -» 54,565 
Pitchers, Ltd., Tslington ... és .. 54,436 
Amalgamated Building Contractors, 
Ltd., Westminster .. sa anid 
Thos. Bates & Son, Ltd., Romford 
Carlton Contractors, Ltd., Erith ove Ga? 
Henry Kent (Builders). Ltd., Lewisham 52,242 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich... ee 51,525 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury _... ms .-» 49,400 
Gorham (Contractors), Ltd., Goring-by- 
Sea aw ws oh “i 04 .. 47819 
*Unera Construction Co., Lid., Kensing- 
ton 47.293 


Comparable estimate “of director of ‘housing 


and valuer is £48,907 

Alterations and improvements at Gisburne 
io approved school, gy — 

Miskin & Sons, Ltd., Albans ... £7,364 
Pues Bros. (Le ivesden), Rawr 

Leavesden 7,359 
H. Parfitt & Sons, Ltd., “Wembley.. .. 6,922 
F. D. Hidden & Co., Ltd., Brentford - .- 6,874 
Yeomans & Partners, Lid.. Mayfair 6,528 
Globe Contractors, Lid., Watford ..- 6,287 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd.. Wembley... 6,260 
Norman Sinclair. Ltd., Ealing ... sé STO 
Rogerson & Co. (Builders). Ltd., 

Bloomsbury je ats ose Opel 
*E. S. Moss, Ltd., Hendon ... -- 5,65 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £6,419. 


London.—Keconstruction work at 38, Bishops- 


LLL 
SLOW DRYING Stripper 


@ GOES ON WORKING 


when others have evaporated 


@ COSTLY 2nd APPLICATIONS x 


reduced or obviated 


















N.B. Where other jobs can be got 
on with, and especially for thick coats, 
Quickstryp 31 is even more satisfactory. 
(PRE-WAR QUALITY now available.) 


Ba a) 
STOVED ENAMEL 
CELLULOSE 
FRENCH POLISH 
e) SURE We’ Il gladly VARNISHETHIN 
prove our words. Tray 
@ SAFE Non-Flam, IN ONE 
Non-Acid, Non- 
Alkaline. 






APPLICATION 


Non-injurious to eyes, skin, clothes 


Write B Dept., 


QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL CO., LTD. 
57 KINGSLAND HIGH STREET, LONDON, E.8 
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gate, E.C.2 Daydon Griffiths (F.), architect, 
12, Short on as pl., W.1. Quantity surveyors, 
Mahon & Scears: *Humphreys, of Knights- 
bridge. 

London.—Reconstruction work at 146, Wood- 
seer-st. Daydon Griffiths (F.), architect, 12, 
Nottingham- pl., W.1: *Dove Bros., Ltd.; lifts, 

*E. Webb 


‘Aldous & Campbell, Lid.; steelwork, 
& Co., Ltd. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended July 9. Heating 
and hot water installation: Ed. Deane & Beal, 


Ltd., London, E.C.4. ae, work: G. and J. 
Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, nr. Bolton, Lanes ; 
Walter Llewellyn & Sons, Ltd. London, E.C.4 
George Moss & Sons, Ltd., Leigh, Lancs. 
Painting work: GL. (Painters), Ltd., 
Dudley, Worcs. Electrical work: Drake & 
Gorham, Ltd., London, S.W.1 

{London (M. 0.W.).—Conti acts placed by 


M.O.W. for week ended July 2 

London : North, South, East and South Blocks, 
Faraday- bidgs., E.C., External painting, C. & T. 
Painters, Lid., Mordaunt-rd., Harlesden, 


W.10; Com mittee Rooms and Corridors, 
Houses of Parliament, Internal decorations, 
John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., 91, Ebury Bridge- 


Black Lion Gate Lodge, Kensing- 
Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., 12, Buck- 
S$.W.1; Western Galleries, 


rd., S.W.1; 
ton, Erection, J. 
ingham Palace-gdns., 


Prince Consort-rd., South Kensington, New 
drawing office, J. M. Contractors, Ltd., 127, 
Terminal House, 52, Grosvenor-gdns., §.'W.1. 


Argyll (Scotland).—Tighnabruaich Public School, 
Classrooms, dining-room and _ scullery, Cowie- 
sons, Ltd., 3, Charles-st., St. Rollox, Glasgow. 
Denbighshire: Balero Camp, Park-rd., Ruthin, 
Alterations and additions to M.F. and M.L., 
John Hughes (Contractors), Ltd. Hali-rd., 
Wrexham. Fifeshire (Scotland). — Fifeness 
Coastguard Station, Improvements to cottages 
and new water supply, J. R. & A. Adam, XS, 
North-st., Lochgelly. Herefordshire : Hereford 
Telephone Exchange, Erection, Wilson Lovatt & 
Sons. Ltd.. Clarence-st., Wolverhampton. Lan- 
arkshire: New Government Offices, George-st., 
Glasgow, Excavations and foundations, Spiers, 
Ltd.. 257, West George-st., Glasgow, C.2. 
Lancs: Temple County Primary School, Man- 
chester, Kitchen and dining-room, G. & J, Led- 
don, Ltd., 3, Manchester-rd. West, Little Hul- 
ton, Bolton; Brownley Green School, Wythen- 
shawe, Manchester, Dining-room and kitchen, 
Danield Eadie & Co., Ltd., Short-st.. Heaton 
Norris. Stockport. Lines: Grimsby Telephone 
Exchange, Extens nae. Wilkinson & Houghton, 
Ltd., Sydney-st., Cleethorpes, Lincs, Middz : 
Hillside Telephone Exchange, Extension, T. W. 
Rodger & Sons, Ltd.. 83, Byng-rd., Barnet, 
Herts. Montgomeryshire : Forestry Comm ssion, 
Staylittle Housing, Montgomery, Houses, 
roads, Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Bric gend. 
Notts: Magnus Grammar School, Newark, 
Kitchen and dining-room, C. V. Russell & Son, 
Collingham, Newark. Radnorshire (Wales) : 
Builth Wells Telephone Exchange, Erection 
T. F. Howells, Ltd., 83, Bartlet-st., ‘Caerphilly. 

London (War Dept.).— Works contracts placed 
ef War Dept. for week ended July 2:— 


Co. Tyrone, N.I.: Building work, McAuly 
McIlroy and Co., Ltd., Belfast. Co. Down, 
_: Miscellaneous work, Donegall Building 
Works, Ltd., Belfast. Hampshire : Building 
work, Rogerson and Co., London, W.C.1; heat- 
and cold water work, S. Church, Oxford; 


ing 
road work, Allweather Mechanical Grouting Co., 
Ltd., London, S.W.1. Pembrokeshire : Road 
work. Guliston Rd. Constructions. Lid., Leam- 
ington Spa. Warwickshire: Miscellaneous work, 
E. Harris and Son (Coventry), Ltd.,; Coventry. 


Staffs: Miscellaneous work, J. W. Cole 
(Rushall), Ltd., Rushall, Staffs. Durham: 
Building work, R. Blackett and Son, Ltd. Dar- 


lington. Yorks: Miscellaneous work, V. Dunk, 
Lid.. Barnsley. Essex: Building work, Arthur 
J. Arnold, Westcliff-on-Sea. Kent: Miscel- 
laneous work, Messrs. H. Goodsell, Maidstone. 
London: Heating and cold water work, Beaven 
and Sons, Westminster, S.W.1. Middx: Build- 
ing work, Jones Builders, Ltd., Slough. 
Maidenhead.— Reconstruction ‘work at Tudor 
House, King-st. Daydon Griffiths (F.), archi- 
tect, 12, Nottingham- pl., W.1: *€layton Heath, 


Ltd., Maidenhead. L 
Middlesbrough. — New Thorntree (No. 1) 
for E.C. Education 


County Primary School, 
Architect, T. R. Middleton. Woodlands-rd., 
Middlesbrough. Quantity surveyors, Allen and 
Hill, Tankerville-ter., Jesmond, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Consulting heating engineers, Cairns & 
Byles, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
i & Co., Woodiands- rd., Darlington, 
Middlesbrough. — Houses, for_T.C. J. A. 
Kenyon, Boro’ Eng.: 12 houses, Parkfield-ave., 
*Egerton Price, Cowley-rd., Acklam, Middles- 
brough, £16,520; 10 houses, *N. Thompson, 
Ltd.. Stonehouse-st., Linthorpe, Middlesbrough. 
Middlesbrough. — Erection of 52 houses on 
Thorntree Estate (3rd Development), Section 24, 
for T.C. J. A. Kenyon,-Boro’ Eng.: *Middles- 
brough and District Building Trades Associa- 


tion. 
Mitcham.—Three blocks of flats at Pollards 
a Collcutt & Hamp, architects. 126, 
Wigmore-st.. W.1. *Wates, Ltd., 1258-1260, 
London-rd., Norbury, S.W.16, £73,345. 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne. — New offices and work- 
shop at North View, Gray’s Brickfield, for 
Hampton’s (Heating), Ltd., plumbers, etc., 








THE BUILDER 


* 
u Neweastle. Architects. Arthur 
Kirkup, 13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead: 
son & Son, Ltd., Low Fell, Gateshead. 
North Shields.—Retail shop, dairy, 
and flat, St. George’s-cres., for V. 
Carltons ‘Dairy: *Chisholm & Co., 
st., North Shields. 
Notiingham.—Houses for T.C. 58, 
av., 12, Byley-rd., Stagsden-cres. ; *W. 


Queen-st., and 


*Benni- 
garage 
: Brown, of 
Upper Reed- 


Trowell- 
J. Simms, 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 





are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 





ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 


LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 





"Phone or write: 


Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: ‘*‘ EFEMBE, Holb, London"’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 

















Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Haydn-rd., Nottingham. 
Rochest T.C.—96 Wates houses at St. 
Williams-way site for City Council. *Wates, 


Ltd., 1258-1260, 
£127,386. 
Southampton.— 224 
Harefield estates, for C.B. 
Boot and Son, Ltd., £293,71£ 
Southampton.—30 small 
block with manager’s flat at 


London-rd., Norbury, S.W.16, 
and 
*Henry 


houses «t Millbrook 
_Boro’ A.: 


flats and communal 
Millbrook Estate, 


for C.B. Boro’ A. Quantities by G. W. 
Mitchell and Partners, Southampton: *Brazier 
& Son, Ltd., £35,998 


South Shields.—s2 houses on Prince Edward- 


rd. East site, for T.C. Lieut.-Col. John Reid, 
Boro’ Eng.: *J. Brentice, Leeds-st., Sunder- 
land, £31,427. 

Stone.—20 houses at Barlaston, for R.D.C.: 


*Morgan Building Co., £38,239. 
Sunderland.—Factory on Pallion Estate, for 
North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., to be let 
to Henderson Bros. and Co.. brush makers. 
ete., London. Architects, S. W. Milburn and 
Partners, 9, The Esplanade, Sunderland: *H. E. 
Pitt, Ltd., Millfield, Sunderland. 
Wallasey.—Erection of Somerville Secondary 
Modern School for Girls, for C.B. Boro’ A., 
Town Hall, Wallasey. Quantities by Wm. Law 
and Sons, 26, Exchange-st. East, Liverpool: 
— & Cross, Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., Birken- 
head 
BS. AG: TE 


Wallsend. —Houses for Teasdale, 








STEEL-CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has _ withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 


BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 











reduce handling, erection 
and plastering costs 
BROAD & CO. LTD., 4 SOUTH WHARF 


PADDINGTON, VV.2. PADOdington 9091 





July 15 1949 


E.: 98 at Willington West Farm, *J. E. Gay 


ner, Ltd., St. Cuthbert’s-rd., Gateshead; Ry 
Wallsend West-st. Estate, *J. H.* Jam 
Archer-st., Willington Quay, Wallsend; % 
Wallsend West-st. Estate, *J. Armstrong, Ka. 


ton-rd., Gosforth. 


Wem.—16 houses on Grove site, 


for U, De 


*J. H. Grindall & Son, 83, High- st., Wey 
£21,968. 

Whitley Bay.—12 houses at Seatonville {» 
U.D.C. E. Roberts, surveyoy: *Frank Hal 
Cullercoats, £14,104. 


Whitley Bay.—10 houses at Seatonville, fy 


U.D.C. E. Roberts, surveyor: *Castles, Lig 

Closefield-gr.., Whitley Bay. 
Worcester.—104 ‘‘ Wates ”’ houses at Newtoy, 

No. 2 estate, for City Council. *Wates, Liq 


1258-1260, 
Worksop.— 
B.E.: *J. 


London-id., Norbury, 8.W.16, £137.95 
88 houses at Manton. C. O. Allsopp 
E. Smith, Eastgate, Worksop, £31)y 


(26); *J. H. & yf llett, Dock-rd., Worksop 
£31,258 (26); *G. G. “Middleton & Sons, 32, Gan 
ford-rd., Sia £31,596 (26); *J. Tackson 
Gateford-rd., Worksop, £11,889 (10). (Subje: 
to M.-H. approval.) 

Worthing.—Patching Hill service reservoir 
for T.C. Water Dept. *Wates, Ltd., 1258-19 


London-rd., Norbury, S.W.16, £40,444. 
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te ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING ~. 


SMART'S LANE, 
LOUGHTON, ESSEX 








TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 
SALES HIRE 
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WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle’s -.."e.- Ventilator 


IN USE 





OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.18 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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WATerloo 5474. 
“Three Generations of Building” 
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